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Selected Short Sermons 
By Earl Riney 








Experience is about the only thing 
in this world that you cannot buy on 
the easy-payment plan. 

* * 

Nothing will ever be attempted if all 
possible objections must be overcome. 
eae 

Many of us spend half our time wish- 
ing for things which we could have if 
we didn’t spend half our time wishing. 

* * * 

Rejecting things because they are 
old-fashioned would rule out sunshine. 
* * * 

The confidence we have in ourselves 
arises in a great measure from that 
which we have in others. 

x * * 

He who would accomplish little must 
sacrifice little; he who would achieve 
much must sacrifice much; he who 
would attain highly must sacrifice 
greatly. 

* * * 

The authority of truth in religion 
can no more be outmoded than the au- 
thority of truth in chemistry. For the 
claim of religion, as of science, is the 
claim of truth. 

* * * 

The child who knows better than his 
parents is father of the man who knows 
better than God. 


* * * 





Every achievement is possible be- | 


cause somebody knew how to hold on 
to the insights of other days. 
* = @ 

Conscience is the index of our per- 

sonal moral standard. 
* * * 

Too great a hurry to discharge an 

obligation is a kind of ingratitude. 
* * * 

Think what a man ought to be and 
be that. 

* * * 

Too many people think they are 
natural when they are only boorish and 
rude. 

* * * 

The one who has only half a mind 
to do something never more than half 
does it. 

a a 

Little minds are so much wounded 
by little things; great minds see all 
and are not even hurt. 

* * * 

Many a man lays down his life try- 
ing to lay up money. 

* * * 

To praise good actions heartily is 
in some measure to take part in them. 











A Noted Author and Preacher’s Personal Experiences 


Out of the Blitz 
“The Gates of Hell Shall Not Prevail” 


By P. G. S. HOPWOOD (Sheffield, England) 


Well known in America through his books (one a recent Religious 
Book Club first choice), the author gives a graphic and vivid 
story of Britain’s devastation, excelling in reality and breathless 
interest anything hitherto revealed to American readers by press 
or radio. Of special moment to ministers in America. 


Dr. Charles S. Macfarland says: “A prophetic voice speaking to 
the world, the church, the Christian and to democracy, and 
revealing both their shortcomings and their moral opportunity.” 

Illustrated $2.00 


YOUTH SEEKS A 
MASTER 


By LOUIS H. EVANS, D.D. 


Just the book to recommend to all 


THE SONG OF THE 
SHEPHERD 


By J. W. G. WARD, Litt. D. 
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Oak Park, Illinois 
The well-known author gives a Who are looking for material for 
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psalm which makes it glow with Dr. Evans has obtained remarkable 
even added lustre and appeal. As results from his addresses at many 
one reader says: “It is vivid, arrest- 
ing, and creates the necessary at- 
mosphere which makes it actually 
live.” $1.25 


THE FAR HORIZONS 


universities, colleges, youth conven- 
tions, etc. A book invaluable for all 
interested in young people. $1.00 
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By TEUNIS E. GOUWENS, D. D. - 
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Louisville 


NUGGETS 


By ALFRED H. C. MORSE, D. D. 
Pastor, Bergen Baptist Church, 
Jersey City 


A challenging work for the present 
hour of crisis, when the church must 
realize its necessity for awakening 
to its full obligation for world evan- 
gelism. Should inspire all to greater 
service in this tired and badly shaken 
world. $1.50 


FIFTH ANNUAL VOLUME 


A Digest of Christian Thinking 


By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, D. D. 


The fifth volume in a series, summarizing, analyzing, and giving 
a synopsis of the Christian thought of the hour, as contained in 
forty-five current volumes by outstanding American, British, and 
Continental writers and religious teachers, by an author who 
Professor Henry P. Van Dusen says has “one of the best- 
informed and most widely experienced minds in American Prot- 
estantism.” $1.50 


A refreshing volume of devotional 
meditations well illustrated from 
reminiscence and stories and Biblical 
quotations. Will be found suitable 
for the “shut-in,” the general reader 
and for ministers. $1.50 
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THE EDITOR’S DRAWER 


e 


A Pacifist’s Dilemma 


It was one of those church serv- 
ices where the worshippers partici- 
pate ina forum. A young man who 
said that he was a conscientious ob- 
jector was perplexed. War orders 
in the factory where he worked had 
more than doubled his income. 
Could he, he asked, as a religious 
opponent to war, accept’ these 
profits ? 

The minister, also a pacifist, set- 
tled it for him. 

“Everyone has to make a living,” 
he said. “If you didn’t get the 
money someone else would. But be 
sure you give the Lord his ten per 
cent.” 

It is beyond us. You figure it out. 
But perhaps as one of our editorial 
critics said when we raised this ques- 
tion three years ago, “We will cross 
that bridge when we get to it.” 

Well, here it is. 


William H. Leach. 
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HE work a minister can do unaided is limited to 

the number of pastoral calls he can make in a 
day and preaching to those who attend church 
services. 

If a pastor could be in 50 places at once he’d be 
able to talk to a great many people, to accomplish a 
great many things, to fill all the empty pews in his 
church in a short time. 

Once upon a time such a man might have been a 
myth, the creation of Victor Hugo’s mind. But 
today, thanks to The Parish Paper Idea, he is amaz- 
ingly near to being an actuality. 

You can talk to those who attend church and 
those who do not attend church, in fact everybody 
in your community and also absent members, 
through the pages of a parish paper. 

With a parish paper you can keep the whole com- 
munity informed regarding church affairs, which 








3900 
PASTORAL 
CALLS*DAY 


THE 


PARISH PAPER 
WAY 


will create a new community spirit, and accelerate 
every church activity. A parish paper will permit 
you to.extend a glad hand of welcome to those who 
know little or nothing about your church and its 
work. 

A parish paper will act as an assistant pastor for 
you, informing, encouraging, inviting, instructing 
and entertaining. It will be appreciated by young 
and old, saint and sinner, and especially the aged, 
sick and those shut-in. 

Best of all, a parish paper will not cost your 
church one cent if you follow our plan and take 
advantage of our offer. It’s suitable for rural and 
city churches, large or small. 

Just clip the coupon, fill in and mail. We will 
send you samples, prices and literature, explaining 
the whole proposition, including recommendations 
of many pastors who are now successfully publish- 
ing parish papers. 


INVESTIGATE AND THEN DECIDE 


For samples, prices and full particulars regarding our 
service and the helpful sixteen-page illustrated Parish 
Manual containing detailed explanation of publishing 


procedure, fill out and mail the coupon. 


Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 
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If You Live Too Long! 


Or Die Too Soon! 





If you are disabled by illness or accident YOU 
and YOURS suffer loss of income which pro- 
vided the material protection for your family. 
The Ministers Life and Casualty Union’s 
$2,000 Complete Coverage Plan offers 





$2,000 at age 60, 65, 70, 75 or 
For YOU 85 as you select, up to $104.00 
per month if disabled by accident, up to $87.50 
per month sickness and hospital benefits. Other 
generous benefits for illness or accident. 








For YOURS $2,000 cash or monthly 
income at your death, 


$4,000 if death is due to accident. 





The low cost will surprise you! Write for 
details of coverage and cost at your age. 


No Obligation. No Agent to Call. 





The Ministers Life and Casualty Union 


100-B West Franklin 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


HOW SHALL WE PRAY? 
How shall we pray, whose hands en- 


gage 

In deadly struggle fraught with rage? 

How shall we, trusting strength of 
arms, 

Output of factories great and farms, 

Put our trust much more in Thee, 

Thou Sovereign both of bond and free? 


How shall we pray in midst of strife, 
Where warfare seeketh life for life, 
Where gain is paid in living toll, 

In loss of youth and self and soul? 
What shall we ask and what commit 
To save our souls embroiled in it? 


Shall we not pray that, while we strive, 
We keep our inner flame alive, 

Our inner mind upon the star 
Secure where many mansions are, 
Commit to Him the end and goal, 
Who watcheth over way and soul. 


So will we say, “Thy Kingdom come 

And holy be Thy Name. 

Through change and strife, Thou Holy 

One, 

Thou ever art the same, 

And we are Thine and to Thy hand 

We give ourselves, our own, our land.” 
Paul Baldridge. 





LITTLE STREETS WHERE 
PEOPLE LIVE 

A few summers ago, up on Mt. Tom 
in Massachusetts, I saw this incident. 
Quite a company of people were on the 
lookout tower on the summit of the 
mountain on a clear day. It seemed 
as though the whole state of Massa- 
chusetts and a large part of Connec- 
ticut and Vermont were spread out at 
our feet. The crowd of people were 
looking at the scene, quietly and deeply 
impressed when a woman with a high- 
pitched voice pointed to a little speck 
of a house in Holyoke far beneath us, 
and cried out to the whole company, 
“Look! That’s where I live.” My first 
thought was: How strange that a per- 
son with such a majestic landscape to 
look at should be interested in finding 
only the familiar spot where she lived. 
But I scon came to see that such a feel- 
ing is perfectly natural and that the 
preacher had better remember the lit- 
tle streets where people live, even when 
he is up on a hilltop. It is the preach- 


| er’s task not only to take people up 


into a high mountain of vision, but 
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Have Faith in Your Church 


HE priests who cry the loudest about the 

permanency of religious faith do not al- 

ways live as though assured of the eternal- 
ness of God. They speak of the unshakeable 
but when society totters they rush for material 
security. They sing of the permanency of the 
church but fear that they may not receive their 
salaries for the current month on time. They 
talk about the virtues of Christians but they 
many times indicate that they have little faith 
in the intelligence or religious experience of the 
men and women who sit in the pews. 

Some wicked adages have been founded on 
this lack of faith. One of them is: “In time of 
economic distress people cut their church sub- 
scriptions before they reduce expenditures 
elsewhere.” This statement is not alone based 
upon a lack of faith but is not true to the facts 
of history. 

Our generation has experienced many trying 
social earthquakes. The depression years are 
still vivid in our memories. If those years 
teach anything about the church it is that our 
members sustained their church contributions 
long after their individual and family budgets 
had suffered. On the whole our members 
played fairly with the church. The church has 
not recovered the giving of pre-depression 
years. We believe that the reason is not to be 
found in the lack of loyalty on the part of in- 
dividual Christians but on the failure of the 
churches to adopt methods to bring in possible 
gifts. 

Recently, I have heard clergymen express a 
fear that the limitation on automobile tires will 
give their people an excuse to stay home from 
church. Already, they insist, changed working 
hours have destroyed the possibilities of a re- 
covery in church attendance. The speakers 
have little faith in the spiritual experience of 
their people. 

But look a little deeper. There is not a home 
in the nation that does not face readjustments 





because of the war. Many have increased in- 
comes. Some have experienced losses. Mothers 
who have trained their children for effective 
civilian life have kissed their sons goodbye and 
sent them to army camps or to the navy train- 
ing schools. Casualty lists will soon be a daily 
experience. Workers’ hours have changed the 
schedules of meals and sleeping hours. The ad- 
justments have not been easy. 

These people need God. They need the 
church. They need the priest of God who 
assures them that the Almighty is in the 
heavens. They need the religious experience 
which comes from prayer. What is more they 
are getting it. A people who have lived for 
peace are adjusting themselves to the realities 
of war. From the church and the minister they 
need sympathetic, understanding pastoring. 


It is not a time to denounce if heavy hearts 
or family obligations curb the desire to wor- 
ship. The concern of the minister in these days 
should not be to rebuke but to understand. No 
one is under obligation to come to church to 
hear you preach. Many are under obligation 
to worship at the churches of their choice. 

The minister’s responsibility is not to act as 
a censor of loyalties or to rebuke the unfaith- 
ful. Rather it is to make the services of the 
church, where he officiates, sufficiently vital 
that those who do come to its altar can sense 
the presence of the spirit of God. 

Play fair with your church. Trust its faith 
and loyalty. It will repay that trust. 





A Source of Paper 


CORRESPONDENT in the British Weekly 
suggests that the government, seeking 
paper for purpose of war, might ask the 
ministers to empty their files of old sermons. 
It is a suggestion worth while for our American 
clergy. There are not alone tons of paper tied up 
in old sermons but ideas which have little value 
in the age in which we live. The mental alert- 
(Turn to page 58) 






























If ye have faith as a grain of mus- 
tard seed, ye might say unto this syca- 
mine tree, Be thou plucked up by the 
root, and be thou planted in the sea; 
and it should obey you.—Luke 17:6. 

HAVE discovered that nearly all 

my preaching in recent months has 

been as the necessity of faith. I 
have said in a variety of ways that 
when men or communities are satisfied 
with a sceptical attitude disintegration 
sets in, but that he who believes great 
things and believes them in a great 
way is on the road to victory. 


This is obviously true in the intel- 
lectual sphere. There is a place for 
doubt and for criticism but to make 
progress you must affirm and trust 
your affirmations. 

It is truer still in the greater ad- 
venture of life. To stand in a state of 
perpetual uncertainty until events 
sweep you forward is to be doomed to 
ineffectiveness. One must learn to 
launch boldly out into the deep even 
while all the timid souls are counselling 
caution. Especially one must cultivate 
confidence in persons. In one sermon 
preached some months ago, I pleaded 
for faith in oneself, in one’s neighbor 
and in Jesus Christ. I propose to re- 
turn to that subject this morning not 
to take back anything I said then but 
to amplify and explain those three 
points. 

Anyone who has been much in touch 
with men and women of all ages in re- 
cent times must have been conscious 
of a deep set personal scepticism. It 
has not looked like that at first glance, 
for there has been much shrill speech 
and loud assertiveness. But if one has 
studied men’s minds carefully, one has 
discovered that underneath the dog- 
matic tone there has been great uncer- 
tainty. Indeed, I am prepared to af- 
firm that frequently the dogmatism has 
been nothing but a compensation for 
the devastating sense of hesitation 
within. When men are sure of them- 
selves, they are content to go on quietly 
with their work without loud heroics. 
When they are unsure and subconscious- 
ly trying to convince themselves that 
they never had a doubt in the world, 
they bluster and perhaps bully. I am 
convinced that for years, thousands of 
people have been missing their way, 
have been profoundly unhappy and very 
ineffective because the old inner cer- 
tainties have gone. You can tell it by 
the way in which instead of going into 
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The Modern Skepticism 


A Sermon ly Frank H. Ballard of London, England 


a solitary place and determining a 
course of action for themselves, men 
and women in every personal and pub- 
lic crisis rush around amongst their 
friends and neighbors imploring their 
advice. You can tell it by the way men 
refuse to commit themselves and in 
every controversy insist on sitting on 
the fence. 

You know them in business and in 
public life—men who cannot lead and 
will not follow. We know them well in 
the church and the nearer we get to 
the real work of the Church the more 
numerous they become. There are still 
plenty who are sure enough of them- 
selves and their position to attend to 
the business side of church life but they 
shrink from the work called spiritual. 
They will audit accounts or do valuable 
social work; they would not dare to 
take a Sunday school class or conduct 
a service at a mission. They will hardly 
dare to talk to their own children about 
sacred things. And the shyness springs 
not from lack of desire to help but 
from a fatal uncertainty about the 
fundamentals of the faith. It is one of 
the most serious weaknesses of modern 
life. And it spreads. The man who to- 
day is afraid to pray in public is tomor- 
row in grave doubts even about political 
and humanitarian work. We are for- 
tunate if he does not end a mere drag 
upon the community. It isn’t that he 
definitely denies any article of the 
Christian faith. It is that he doubts 
himself as a believing being. 

We are not going to meet a danger 
like this by praising the heroes of faith 
or showing the pitifulness of those who 
lack it. That is as futile as if a phy- 
sician had nothing to offer to victims 
of cancer or consumption but homilies 
on disease and more homilies on health. 
Even if we could induce confidence in 
that way, it would be a dangerous 
thing. For all the great religious teach- 
ers warn us that that way comes spir- 
itual pride and spiritual pride is the 
enemy of true religion. Start with self- 
confidence, persuade yourself that you 
believe this and can do that and you 
are almost certain to end a Pharisee. 
Confidence comes, strange as it may 
appear, by forgetting yourself and 
looking away from yourself to God. 
The cure for growing uncertainty is 
not in telling yourself that every day 
in every way you are getting better and 
better—which may be nothing but self- 
deception—but in the practice of the 











presence of God, the assurance that 
his will is supreme and that we are in 
his hands. 

That is the way great leaders and 
faithful followers have been made in 
the past. Let us go back to a dark 
day in the history of the Kingdom of 
Judah. Let us see a man in agony of 
heart and mind finding his way into the 
House of God. Suddenly something hap- 
pens. Gone are the fears about troubles 
without. Forgotten the conflict within 
about personal duty. “I saw the Lord,” 
he cries, “sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up and his train filled the 
temple.” At that moment everything 
became new. There was not only a 
presence but a voice, and the voice left 
no more doubt. “Who will go for us?” 
it cried, and the voice of the young 
courtier of Jerusalem immediately re- 
plied: “Here am I, send me.” If all 
the priests and prophets had tried by 
much persuasion to rouse Isaiah to 
prophetic work they would have failed. 
But there in the temple, in the presence 
of the unutterably holy, the miracle was 
done. There could never be any turning 
back after that. 

Or take a less impressive but still 
significant illustration from our own 
island history. There was once a man 
named John Milton. His enemies have 
never ceased to bring charges against 
him. Some of them may be true; it 
is not necessary to claim for him any- 
thing approaching perfection. At least, 
we may say this: he was no miserable 
nonentity believing nothing worth be- 
lieving. If he had a fault in this con- 
nection, it was that he believed almost 
too vehemently. Whatever he taught he 
taught with assurance. That may have 
been partly an endowment of nature— 
there are some men who seem to be 
born believers as there are others who 
seem almost predestined to scepticism. 
But any natural confidence in John Mil- 
ton was quickened and reinforced by 
religious training and experience. Have 
you ever noticed that when the church 
has stressed most the sovereignty of 
God the greatest characters have been 
produced? And John Milton was born 
at a time when Calvinism was in man’s 
blood. He drank it in with his mother’s 
milk. But it was more than training. 
He set out in youth as one who lived 
ever in the “great Task-Master’s eye” 
and it was because of that that there 
grew up in him the assurance, as Pro- 
fessor Masson put it, “that he was one 
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Old Church Has New Chancel 











This “before and after” study shows what $1400 did to improve the worship appointments of the 


Lawrence Street Congregational Church, Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
elling is used but it has been placed in new positions. Pews in the choir stalls were taken from the unused 


balcony. The new chancel is known as the Alberta Ryder Memorial Chan.cel. 


In this change the same wood pan- 


It was constructed by 


money left by Alberta Ryder to the Alpha Circle of the King’s Daughters and the Ladies’ Benevolent 


Society. 








of those servants to whom God had 
entrusted the stewardship of ten tal- 
ents.” 

I don’t think that we shall cure the 
deep personal scepticism of modern 
times in any other way. We must begin 
with a new vision of God. We must 
pray for a new race of God-fearers. 
And we shall once more bring forth 
strong personalities, who are sure of 
themselves and fear not the face of any 
man. 

Whether you have been impressed, 
as I have, or not by this deep individual 
uncertainty, you will need no con- 
vincing that one of the supreme trage- 
dies of this modern world is that men 
no longer believe in one another. One 
of these days when the historian comes 
to write the story of this fearful pe- 
riod, he may start not with outer con- 
flict but with states of mind and one 
thing he will put his finger on and 
trace out is the gradual decay in mutual 
confidence. I am not suggesting that 
there was a time when our fathers were 
like angels and lived together in per- 
fect peace. I am suggesting that faith 
and fear are always competing in every 
sphere of life and sometimes, one and 
sometimes the other prevails. If faith 
prevails business is sound, social life is 
progressive, nations live happily to- 
gether. But if suspicion prevails, creat- 
ing fears and imparting evil motives, 
everything goes to pieces. And there is 
no doubt that in our time fear pre- 
dominates and life deteriorates in con- 
sequence in spite of all our education, 
our reforming zeal, our scientific inven- 
tions. It has affected every family life 
making it difficult for the old and the 





young to understand one another. It 
has so affected the life of nations that 
everywhere security has gone and 
threats and force abound. 

It is not much good in face of a 
situation like this to say that what 
men need is to cultivate faith in one 
another. As weil might we tell a bank- 
rupt that he is in need of money. How 
is this faith to be generated? There 
is hardly a question more necessary to 
raise than that and few are raising it. 
How are we to get men to trust one 
another again? Education can’t do it. 
Organization can’t do it. “All the 
King’s horses and all the King’s men 
cannot put Humpty Dumpty together 
again.” If religion can’t do it, nothing 
can do it. Religion, however, can do it 
—always. Provided that it is real re- 
ligion, religion that begins with God 
and helps us all to acknowledge his 
sovereignty. 

Someone talking on the wireless re- 
cently reminded us that long ago in 
pagan Rome men never made a treaty 
without a religious ceremony; together 
they asked the gods to strike them if 
they broke their covenant. That is to 
say, men not only put their hands to 
a document; they called in whatever 
they knew of the supernatural to wit- 
ness the deed. It was the same for un- 
told centuries: they not only commit- 
ted themselves, they did it before all 
that to them was sacred and thus their 
own weak wills were strengthened. 
You have a relic of it in law courts to 
this day when you are asked not only 
to tell the truth but to swear on the 
Testament. But in these enlightened 
times, men have thought they could do 





without religion. They are no longer 
restrained by fear of supernatural 
punishments and penalties. That is one 
reason why mutual confidence has gone. 
The old sacred authorities have been 
destroyed and nothing else has been 
put in the place. 

Don’t for a moment imagine that I 
am advocating a return to the religion 
of fear. I know how in those primitive 
religions superstition was mixed with 
faith and how superstition created new 
evils. What I preach as the one ade- 
quate solution and the one way of sal- 
vation is faith in Christ. And real faith 
in him is a humbling experience for 
in him we see goodness incarnate and 
in his presence we can but cry out that 
all our righteousness is as filthy rags. 
But if faith in Christ prostrates us for 
a moment and kills conceit in us for- 
ever, it raises us too for we realize 
that in him there is a way of recovery 
—the way of penitence and forgiveness 
and communion with God. 

There is a way for man to rise 

To that sublime abode; 

An offering and a sacrifice, 

A Holy Spirit’s energies 

An advocate with God 

These, these prepare us for the sight 
Of holiness above. 

But they do more. They enable us 
to go our own way here inspired. And 
they bring us into a new relationship 
to other men. In that new relationship, 
before God’s mercy seat, it is as natural 
to trust one another as it is now to 
doubt and fear and hate one another. 
In a very real sense we become a new 
humanity in Christ Jesus and in that 
new humanity love binds us together 
and out of chaos comes unity. This is 
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not pious fancy. It has happened to 
multitudes. It is happening now even 
in this world of deep estrangements. 
That peace may rule in our hearts. 

“If ye have faith as a grain of mus- 
tard seed,” a very small but a very 
vital thing, “Ye would say unto this 
sycamine tree, be thou rooted up and 
be thou planted in the sea and it would 
have obeyed you.” That is metaphorical 
language. Elsewhere our Lord speaks 
of faith removing not trees but moun- 
tains. It means the same thing; that 
even if your faith is small, if it is real- 
ly alive it can do wonderful things. It 
can lift you out of depression and in- 
effectiveness and the fret of uncertain- 
ty. It can change the world saving men 
from lies and suspicion and strife and 
causing even present enemies to lay 
down their arms and seek the way of 
cooperation. That is our only hope. 
(The arm of flesh will fail you; you 
cannot trust your own.) Commend it 
to your neighbors. And even new hope 
will be born anew and a better day 
will dawn for England and Europe and 
all the world. 


SUMMONED TO DO HIS WILL 

Let us recall the romantic, thrilling 
story of the Crusaders. For two cen- 
turies the whole of western Europe was 
set on fire with the conception of a 
purpose of God that demanded struggle. 
It gathered men, women, and even chil- 
dren to march in armies against the 
Turks in Asia and to regain the sacred 
places in the Holy Land. The cry of 
Peter the Hermit as he preached the 
crusades was, “It is the will of God.” 
Thousands and hundreds of thousands 
marched for months. Crusade after 
crusade, wave after wave, was formed, 
only to break in horrible exhaustion and 
death. Looking back now a thousand 
years upon these scenes we feel quite 
unable to understand what was taking 
place, excepting that we recognize the 
readiness of men in self-denial to do 
hard things, in the name of Christ. 
We know it was all a misguided effort, 
but it provides for us a vivid picture 
of the right idea we are aiming to 
see—God and his true ends, his sum- 
mons to men and women and children 
to mass themselves for the doing of 
his will, his inspiration of them to 
struggle with him that his purposes be 
fulfilled. From Best Sermons, Book 
Four, edited by Joseph Fort Newton; 
sermon by Frederick H. Knubel; Har- 
court, Brace and Company. 





NINETY-NINE PER CENT ENROLL 
FOR RELIGION 
Elkhart, Indiana—More than ninety- 
nine per cent enrollment was obtained 
in the first semester of Bible study in 
the third and fourth grades of the 
Elkhart public schools. 
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Service of the Palms 


The Palm Processional___._The Juniors 

The Anthem, “The Palms’___--- Faure 

The Palm Sunday Litany (Let the peo- 
ple stand and read responsively): 

And it came to pass when the days 
were well nigh come that Jesus should 
be received up, He steadfastly set His 
face to go to Jerusalem ... And He 
took the twelve, and began to tell them 
the things that were to happen unto 
them, saying, “Behold, we go up to 
Jerusalem; and the Son of Man shall 
be delivered unto the chief priests and 
the scribes; and they shall condemn 
Him to death ... and after three days 
He shall rise again. . 

BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; 
BLESSED IS THE KINGDOM THAT 
COMETH ... HOSANNA IN THE 
HIGHEST. 

On the morrow when they drew nigh 
unto Jerusalem ... at the Mount of 
Olives .. . this was come to pass, that 
it might be fulfilled, which was spoken 
through the prophet, saying, 

Tell ye the daughter of Zion, 

Behold, thy King cometh unto Thee, 


Meek, and riding upon an ass, 
And upon a colt the foal of an ass. 


BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; 
BLESSED IS THE KINGDOM THAT 
COMETH ... HOSANNA IN THE 
HIGHEST. 

And the most part of the people 
spread their garments upon the way; 
and others branches, which they had 
cut from the fields. And as He was 
drawing nigh, even at the Mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of the dis- 
ciples began to rejoice and praise God 
for the mighty works which they had 
seen. And they that went before, and 
they that followed, cried, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David .. .” 

BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; 
BLESSED IS THE KINGDOM THAT 
COMETH ... HOSANNA IN THE 
HIGHEST. 

And some of the Pharisees from the 
multitude said unto Him, “Teacher, re- 
buke Thy disciples.” And He answered 
and said, “I tell you that, if these shall 
hold their peace, the very stones will 
cry out.” And when He drew nigh, He 
saw the city and wept over it, saying, 
“If thou hadst known in this day, even 
thou, the things which belong unto 
peace! but now they are hid from thine 
eyes ... because thou knewest not the 
time of thy visitation.” 


BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORI. 
BLESSED IS THE KINGDOM THAT 
COMETH ... HOSANNA IN THE 
HIGHEST. 

And when He was come into Jeru- 
salem, all the city was stirred, saying, 
“Who is this?” And the multitude 
said, “This is the prophet, Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee.” The Pharisees 
therefore said among themselves, “Be- 
hold how ye prevail nothing; lo, the 
world is gone after Him.” And He 
entered into the temple; and when He 
had looked round about upon all things, 
it being now eventide, He went out unto 
Bethany with the twelve. 

BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; 
BLESSED IS THE KINGDOM THAT 
COMETH ... HOSANNA IN THE 
HIGHEST. 

O Jerusalem! I will set thy stones in 
fair colors, 

And lay thy foundations with sap- 
phires, 

And I will make thy pinnacles of 
rubies... 

And all thy border of precious stones. 

And all thy children shall be taught 
of Jehovah; 

And great shall be the peace of thy 

children. 

BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH 
IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; 
BLESSED IS THE KINGDOM THAT 
COMETH ... HOSANNA IN THE 
HIGHEST. 

Let all sing (Here let the people re- 
main standing): 


“Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

Hark! all the tribes Hosanna cry; 

O Saviour meek, pursue Thy road 

With palms and scattered garments 
strowed. 


Ride on! ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain, 
Then take, O God, Thy power and reign. 


Passing of the palm branches, by the 
children. (Here let the people be 
seated.) 

The Hymn of Consecration, 128, “All 
glory, laud and honor.” (Without an- 
nouncement; let the people stand.) 





CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
INCREASES 

Washington, D.C.—A recent survey 
of all denominations has revealed that 
church attendance in Washington has 
increased from thirty to seventy per 
cent. In many cases, church leaders 
said, they have had standing room only 
at Sunday services. 





THE SERVICE OF THE PALMS 
Above is reproduced one of the Services of the Palms described on the next 
page. This is a portion of the service of worship on Palm Sunday. 








42 


“i Poe. 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for March, 1942 





11 


Service of the Palms 


by N. Clifford Bangham" 


This Protestant minister takes a cue from the Catholic Church. 

He dramatizes the Palm Sunday service by the distribution of 

palm leaves. Here is a wonderful opportunity to build the Palm 
Sunday service into a pre-Easter triumph. 


ALM SUNDAY, 1942, will be the 

eighteenth successive year that we 

have used the special service which 
has proven increasingly popular as well 
as spiritually stimulating. Given a spe- 
cial observance with the palm branches, 
Palm Sunday has as great possibilities 
for religious interest as any day in the 
year. Repeatedly our attendance has 
gone beyond that of Easter and seldom 
has it been less. 

The service of the palms comes at 
the conclusion of the morning service 
and usually requires about twenty min- 
utes. The earlier part of the service is 
abbreviated somewhat. A vested chil- 
dren’s choir processes, each child carry- 
ing six branches (three in each hand). 
They sing the hymn, “Ride on! ride on 
in majesty!” as they move down the 
aisles. If necessary the adult choir 
may sing with them from where it is 
located. The effect of the children rais- 
ing the branches above their heads as 
each “Ride on” is sung is a thing of 
beauty. The entire effect of the wav- 
ing green of the branches against the 
white of the vestments, not to mention 
the faces and voices of the children, is 
a perennial inspiration that overcrowds 
the church every year. 

When the children have grouped them- 
selves about the chancel and facing the 
people (a grouping at each end of the 
chancel is more effective than the en- 
tire group being stretched across the 
front), a special number is sung by a 
soloist or the choir. In various years 
we have used “The Holy City” or “The 
Palms” by Faure. One year a verse 
speaking choir number was very fine 
at this point. There then follows the 
Palm Sunday litany. If a child is used 
for the leader’s part one is chosen who 
reads well. He always wears a vest- 
ment and holds palms over one arm. 
The litany in the leader’s part varies 
from year to year, using either Palm 
Sunday poems or the Palm Sunday 
scripture verses. Broken sections of 
either poems or scripture alternate with 
the congregational response. Some 
years both stanzas of poems and 


*Minister, Riverdale Methodist Church, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


scripture verses have been used alter- 
nately between responses. In every 
year the congregation responds with, 
“Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord: Blessed is the kingdom 
that cometh. . . . Hosanna in the high- 
est.” 


Following the litany the congregation 
sings the first and last stanzas of “Ride 
on! ride on in majesty!’”, the words 
being printed in the order of service. 
The congregation is then seated and 
the children distribute the palms to all 
the people. After using the six they 
have carried in the processional they 
return to the chancel for more. The 
sight of the children in their white vest- 
ments passing up and down the aisle 
with the long waving palm branches of 
the green palms enables one to easily 
imagine how on that first Palm Sun- 
day Jesus must have thrilled at the 
sight of the children no matter how 
greatly he may have sensed the fickle- 
ness of their elders. The service con- 
cludes with an appropriate Palm Sun- 
day hymn by the congregation. 


The effect of the service has been one 
of the high points of the entire year in 
five different churches over the eighteen 
years of its use. Palm Sunday hymns 
are used throughout the morning hour. 
A selected number of children in vest- 
ments and holding palms group them- 
selves about the entrance on the outside 
of the church fifteen minutes or more 
before the service starts. Several chil- 
dren, also vested and holding about six 
palms in one arm, distribute the special 
Sunday bulletin to the people as they 
arrive. The children receive the offer- 
ing in vestments and with palms. . The 
presentation of the offering at the altar, 
the palms green against their white 
vestments, is a climax in itself. The 
adult choir also carry large branches 
on one arm in their processional and 
recessional, and when standing for the 
anthems. Everything is palms from 
the first approach to the church until 
the people leave. Many families retain 
the branches in their homes until Palm 
Sunday of the following year. 


The first year we tried this service we 


wondered how it might be received in a 
Protestant Church. Never in the 
eighteen years has a single objection 
been heard. The increasing attendance 
and interest from year to year in each 
church is evidence of its acceptance. 
Repeatedly, the service of the palms 
has proven just the thing we needed 
to start the Holy Week program in the 
proper spirit. A few of the dried 
branches are reserved for the holy com- 
munion on Maundy Thursday and their 
mute testimony of what happened be- 
tween that first Palm Sunday and Good 
Friday casts a spell over the com- 
municants. Anyone using the service 
should be certain to give it adequate 
newspaper publicity in order to capi- 
talize upon the impression it inevitably 
makes. 

We use the natural palm branches 
from Florida. These come in bundles 
of twenty-five and cost two dollars and 
a half at any Catholic supply house. 
The order should be placed several 
weeks in advance. We use the larger 
size as they are more economical and 
make a much better showing. Each 
palm is cut into four, six or eight pieces 
depending on the size of the original. 
They are not cut until Saturday as 
they dry up quickly after being opened. 
The pieces are wrapped to keep them 
away from the air until Sunday morn- 
ing. We purchase more than we need 
as the quality varies from year to year 
and mould frequently causes some 
waste. A few palms are cut in larger 
size for the adult choir to carry. The 
cut branches for the congregation are 
laid along the kneeling bench at the 
chancel before the people arrive. Some 
years large potted palms have been 
rented from the florist for creating an 
effect inside the chancel. 





CASUALTY STATIONS IN 
CHURCHES 


Charlotte, North Carolina—The Char- 
lotte-Mecklenberg Ministerial Associa- 
tion has approved a_ suggestion of 
civilian defense officials that casualty 
stations be set up in strategically-lo- 
cated churches of the city for use in 
the event of air raids or other emer- 
gencies. Although giving full endorse- 
ment to the plan, the association left 
final decision in the matter up to the 
individual churches. 
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Church Calendars on War 


From the calendar of the Trin- 
ity Methodist Church, Albany, 
New York. W. Earl Ledden, min- 
ister. 


“Dear Family: 

Last Sunday afternoon was the end 
of the world—the world we have known 
and lived in. This week we are moving 
about, stunned and saddened, in a sort 
of no man’s world. What now? 


Well, first of all, we must acknowl- 
edge that we are confronted with a new 
situation, a new set of questions. Once, 
for instance, we debated the question 
of peace or war. With equal devotion 
to the reign of peace we, severally, took 
our stand and, in the spirit of true de- 
mocracy, expressed our convictions as 
to the way to preserve or achieve peace. 
Now, not severally but unitedly, we 
confront the inescapable fact of war. 
No other option is open to us. Every- 
thing that we say or pray, everything 
that we think or do, must take place 
in a nation actually at war. 

This does not mean that any one of 
us is the less devoted to the cause of 
peace. Some will express that devo- 
tion as conscientious objectors to war. 
It will take high courage to choose 
that path, and the church has pledged 
itself to honor and support those in its 
fellowship who sincerely take that po- 
sition. But others in the same fellow- 
ship will express their devotion to peace 
by fighting in the armed forces of the 
nation to achieve a world order wherein 
peace may be a reality. Their con- 
scientious conviction must also be re- 
spected by the church. The word I am 
emphasizing is “fellowship.” The fel- 
lowship of the church must be complete 
and unbroken. Through all the hard 
days ahead we must express to each 
other the sense of “family.” 


For the church has a vital part to 
play in the drama of these days. On 
Tuesday night the President of the 
United States said to the nation, “The 
true goal to seek is far above and be- 
yond the ugly field of battle. When 
we resort to force, as now we must, 
we are determined that this force shall 
be directed toward ultimate good as 
well as against immediate evil.” With- 
out the powerful influence of vital re- 
ligion these noble words will be but 
empty sound, signifying nothing. The 
President closed his address by describ- 
ing the hope of the world as "liberty 
under God.” But that hope is utterly 
dependent upon a sense of the reality 
of God, a recognition that he is a God 
of righteousness and justice and mercy. 


These high national aims, this ultimate 
human hope, will be achieved more in 
the field of religion than on the field 
of battle. Never in all history was a 
vital and united church more needed in 
the determination of the direction of 
human destiny.” 


Faithfully yours, 
W. Earl Ledden. 





From the Smithfield Towergram, 
of the German Evangelical Prot- 
estant Smithfield Church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. Carl Her- 
mann Voss is the minister. 


From the measured judgment of 
hindsight the date of December 7, 
1941, will in history books be writ 
large. Some remembered Pearl Har- 
bor as the “hour of elation.” Some re- 
member it as the “day of wrath.” But 
it was more than that. It was the day 
of hope. 


We experienced an hour of elation, 
it is said, because we are done with the 
self-indulgence of the nineteen twen- 
ties, with the self-pity of the nineteen 
thirties; and we are now “magnificently 
male again, audaciously and adventur- 
ously seeking a decent earth, a world 
fit to be the home of man.” 

December 7 has also been called the 
“day of wrath,” because on that day 
Americans rose in one angry body 
against the paganism and barbarism 
of that other world which stands in con- 
flict to our way of life. Wrath was not 
directed against the enemy alone, but 
at ourselves as well, for we had been 
“unworthy of ourselves” during the 
tragic shameful years when we “knew 
no dignity and suffered the meanness 
of our spiritual environment.” 


But this historic date was more than 
an hour of elation, a day of wrath. It 
was a day of hope. For on that day 
we threw off the cloak of isolation, of 
both geographical isolation and spir- 
itual isolation. Christian leaders have 
been saying again and again that peace 
at any price is not an ultimate good. 
When an attack is made upon the abid- 
ing verities of freedom, love and human 
brotherhood anywhere in the world, 
those precious gains are attacked right 
here at home. It is an assault upon the 
inward soul of every human being. For 
a while we forgot our kinship to all 
mankind; but now, after Pearl Harbor, 
we renew our spiritual tie to every 
creature on the face of the earth. 

December 7 was a day of hope be- 
cause on that day we realized that our 


religion was vital enough, dynamic 
enough to fend off the demonic forces 
which breed fatalism and pessimism. 
On that day we knew with agonizing 
certainty that it would be far better 
“to leave America a heap of smoking 
stones than surrender it to the mechan- 
ized medievalism which is the Mikado 
or to the anti-Christ which is Hitler.” 
Though we shall undergo a wrenching 
dislocation of our common life, though 
we shall be drenched in blood and tears, 
we know with the confidence that stems 
from an indomitable faith, that we shall 
win the war and—what is more im- 
portant—win the peace. This is the 
hope Christianity emphasizes today. 
Hope, which gives courage and confi- 
dence, must be as surely ours as it was 
that of Chanticleer who foretold the 
dawn amid the blackness of the night. 
Carl Hermann Voss. 





IN WAR PRAY FOR 


1. Victory. Rather, that we may de- 
serve victory; then we need not pray 
for victory. 


2. That God may be on our side. 
Rather, with Lincoln, that we may be 
on God’s side; then we need not pray 
that he be on our side. 


3. For guidance, that we may know 
his will, keep it ever clearly before us, 
humbly accepting the fact that his will 
is done on earth by human instru- 
ments, even by us; that we may prove 
worthy of this awful responsibility. 


4. For sustained wisdom, that we 
may keep the ultimate purposes ever 
clear and controlling; justice and right- 
eousness in love and freedom, the only 
foundations upon which real peace can 
be established. 


5. For that divine perspective, un- 
clouded, by which we strive or seek, 
not for ourselves alone, but equally 
for all, resisting Germany for the Ger- 
mans’ sake as for our own; resisting 
Italy for the Italians’ sake as for our 
own; resisting Japan for the Japanese 
sake as for our own or for the Chinese 
sake; indeed over and only for man- 
kind’s sake. 

6. For that measure of unselfishness 
and good will in us and in all men 
everywhere, which alone can make pos- 
sible the conditions essential for a just 
and enduring peace. 


7. For courage, fortitude, firmness 
and persistence in seeing this cause 
through to victory, in the spirit and 
wisdom for which we have just prayed. 

8. For the grace to sacrifice to any 
degree necessary that his kingdom may 
come and his will be done on earth. 


Bishop Charles Wesley Flint. 
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Religion in the Daily News 


HE problem of church attendance 

is not new, but it is growing more 

difficult every year. Our city of 
some 6,000 people is about average in 
church attendance in the middle-west; 
therefore the methods used here would 
probably be of some value in other 
communities. 

Some months ago the editor of the 
McCook Daily Gazette addressed the 
ministerial association of our city. He 
asked the minister to make more use 
of the daily press in the promotion of 
the religious life of the community. If 
some program could be agreed upon 
and carried out by all the churches, 
the press would be glad to give it the 
proper publicity. This idea was gladly 
accepted by the ministers. At that very 
time the problem of union out-of-door 
services for the summer was before the 
body. When the plan was finally formu- 
lated for this activity, the laymen were 
called in to cooperate with the minis- 
ters, and a new plan was settled upon. 


Various civic groups were asked to 
participate in the outdoor meetings, 
and they all gladly accepted their as- 
signments. It was decided to have a 
thirty-minute community sing at the 
opening of each service. A leader was 
elected, and all churches participating 
were urged to furnish singers for the 
union choir. When the matter of news- 
paper publicity was considered, one 
member of this larger committee was 
asked to interview the editor. The edi- 
tor and publisher of the paper offered 
to give the churches a full page each 
Saturday for the entire summer. The 
agreement was that an article be writ- 
ten each week dealing with the ideals 
which the churches were promoting, 
and the advertising department would 
secure advertisements to carry the ex- 
penses of the page. 


The first task was to have the articles 
written. The first one was written by 
the chairman of the publicity commit- 
tee, a minister, and the others were all 
written by laymen. Each of the articles 
appearing during the summer pointed 
out the connection of the various serv- 
ice or civic organization with the 
church. The organization, taking the 
direction of the services were: the Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cubs, Campfire 
Girls, Y. M. C. A., Sunday Schools, 
Kiwanis Club and Rotary Club. The 
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last half of the hour was one of wor- 
ship which included a short address by 
some individual representing the or- 
ganization in charge. The programs 
were varied enough to keep the public 
interested in what was to come next. 

Here is one of the typical articles 
which appeared in the Saturday eve- 
ning Gazette: 


WILL AMERICA PUT FIRST 
THINGS FIRST? 


The most important thing in America 
yesterday, today and tomorrow is 
Christian Faith. 

For what would it profit a nation if 
it gained mastery of the whole world, 
but lost its soul? And if America keeps 
its soul, it will be because the Christian 
people had enough passion, determina- 
tion, courage and religion to accomplish 
that heroic result. 

Never before were so many men and 
women honestly and sincerely asking 
the questions: “Has Christianity any- 
thing for the day and the world in 
which we are living? Is there a God 
and is he functioning now? Does he 
have any concern for humanity?” 

The Christian Church has a positive, 
satisfying answer for the souls of hon- 
est men and women in this hour of 
world tragedy. It is contributing to 
the communities and America in the 
faiths and lives of men and women, 
boys and girls. It has ever done so. 

The Christian Church has been a 
guiding influence in the formation and 


organization of such movements as the 
Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, the Camp- 
fire Girls, and all other spiritual youth 
movements. Today those organizations 
build a religious faith into their teach- 
ings realizing that only the Christianity 
which the Master taught is the way to- 
ward democratic, American citizenship. 

Sunday, July 13th, will be Boy Scout 
Night at the Community Service in the 
City Park. The 12th point of the Scout 
Law is: “A Scout is reverent. He is 
reverent toward God. He is faithful 
in his religious duties, and respects 
the convictions of others in matters of 
custom and religion.” Moreover, the 
Boy Scouts recognize the religious im- 
pulse as fundamental. 

The Scout idea is a movement rather 
than an organization, and it is the 
primary idea of its leaders, and of all 
who are interested in the promotion of 
Scouting, to have it available as a 
movement to supplement the work of 
the church, rather than an agency 
which might lessen the church’s influ- 
ence. Dr. James E. West said: “We 
believe the history of the Boy Scouts 
of America justifies the contention that 
Scouting, when properly related to the 
church, presents a greater opportunity 
for the development of the boy re- 
ligiously than does any other move- 
ment instituted solely for boys.” 

The Boy Scouts in McCook are proud 
of their churches. We would like to see 
McCook put first things first in 
McCook. 

This article was written by one of 
the Scoutmasters. 
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Another short article was written for 
the Saturday before the Kiwanis Club 
was to be in charge of the service. It 
was presented by the president of the 
Kiwanis Club. 

KIWANIS CLUB 

The Kiwanis Club are happy to be 
in charge of the Sunday evening park 
service as it gives another opportunity 
for this club to render service to the 
churches, which is one of the aims of 
the club. ; : 

The objectives of Kiwanis Interna- 
tional as stated in the Constitution 
characterizes it as an ally of the 
church. 

“To give primacy to the human and 
spiritual rather than to the material 


values of life. 

“To encourage the daily living of the 
Golden Rule in all human relationships. 

“To promote the adoption and appli- 
cation of higher social, business and 
professional standards. 

“To develop, by precept and example, 
a more intelligent, aggressive and serv- 
iceable citizenship. ; 

“To cooperate in creating and main- 
taining that sound public opinion and 
high idealism which makes possible the 
increase of righteousness, justice, patri- 


otism and good will.” 
Under the motto “WE BUILD” the 


Kiwanis Club is endeavoring to take 
its place in building a better world. 
Come and enjoy the fellowship and wor- 
ship with us Sunday night. 

There was a splendid response on 


the part of business and professional 
men who were asked to support the 
church page with advertising. Many 
of the firms responded more than once. 
These advertisers were not asked to 
write articles concerning the church, 
but many of them did. The following 
are a few of the appeals which ap- 
peared in the announcements. 

GO TO CHURCH—TAKE THE 

WHOLE FAMILY 
De Forest Food Market 
* co * 
THERE ARE SO FEW THINGS TO 

HOLD ON TO THESE DAYS— 

—material values, mental conditions 
change rapidly . . . affected directly and 
quickly by the strife, turmoil and eco- 
nomical upheavals. There is one thing 
left unshaken—the solace and peace to 
be found in church. 

ATTEND CHURCH EVERY 
SUNDAY! 
MONTGOMERY WARD 
x * * 

FOX THEATRE 

In no other nation on earth can peo- 
ple walk to church as secure, happy 
and free as we Americans. 

GO TO CHURCH SUNDAY 
* * * 

There are many other examples of 
the same spirit shown here in the ad- 
vertising of the business houses of our 
city. 

The result of this campaign could 
not be measured entirely by the at- 
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tendance at the union Sunday evening 
services, but in the interest it created 
in the public mind concerning the place 
of the church. It has been our honest 
conviction that there was a permanent 
good derived from it, and in the other 
campaigns which will follow there may 
be great good done for the promotion 
of the Kingdom in our community. 

Other loyalty campaigns will be car- 
ried on, and the McCook Daily Gazette 
has expressed a willingness to promote 
the campaign in another “Religion in 
the Daily News” feature. 





RUBBER AND RELIGION 


AUTO TIRES HAVE BEEN RA- 
TIONED and it is all right. If the gov- 
ernment needs rubber for military 
uses, it should have it. Giving up new 
tires is a small hardship compared to 
those endured by our armed forces. 

WE ARE ALL SAVING RUBBER. 
When our tires are gone, they are gone. 
When they are gone we may get re- 
treads and then again we may not. 
So we are saving our tires. 


IT DOES NOT TAKE MUCH RUB- 
BER TO GO TO CHURCH. Many live 
so close they can walk and that takes 
no rubber. Most of our members live 
within two miles of the church. A 
round trip to church for them would be 
four miles or less. Fifty round trips 
would be 200 miles. In other words, 
you can take the family to church fifty 
times on the rubber that would take 
you to the beach once. It is saving on 
rubber to come to church. 


IF WE REALLY WANT TO SAVE 
ON RUBBER, WHY NOT BRING THE 
WHOLE FAMILY TO SUNDAY 
SCHOOL AND CHURCH? 


Come at 9:40 in the morning and stay 
until noon. Two hours of Bible study, 
worship, service and fellowship with a 
twenty-minute intermission. We have 
a place for every age in the Sunday 
school. Begins with the cradle roll, 
aged two and one-half, and ends in four 
adult classes—men’s, Bethany, Tower 
and mothers’. The whole family can 
stay for the morning church service. 
We have a nursery for the smaller chil- 
dren and a junior church for those up 
through the sixth grade. By following 
this program you get double the serv- 
ice for half the rubber. Try it. 

Our evening program is vesper choir 
practice at 5 p.m. High School Chris- 
tian Endeavor and Yomarco Club 
(young married people when the com- 
bined age of husband and wife is not 
more than seventy) under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Allen A. Kafoury, at 6:15, 
and evening service at 7:30. Why not 
end the Lord’s Day with the worship 
of God? 





CHURCH ATTENDANCE GAINS IN 
HONOLULU 


San Francisco—Church attendance 
in Honolulu is the best it has been in a 
long time and the religious attitude of 
the populace is “more earnest” than 
ever, according to reports received 
here. 
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The Host Plan Filled the House 


by Matthew C. Cavell 


Here is a story of a mid-week service plan which multiplied the 
attendance at the First Presbyterian Church, Evansville, 
Indiana. The author is the minister of the church. 


HAT shall we do with the mid- 

week service? Shall we continue 

it? Is it worthwhile, consider- 
ing how few come to these mid-week 
services? Those who attend, do they 
not come out of a sense of duty? These 
are but a few of the questions raised 
about the usual mid-week or prayer 
meeting service. Whether the service 
is planned around the traditional pat- 
tern of an inspirational address, or 
around a series of Biblical character 
studies, or a study of any one of a 
score of approaches to the Bible, the 
result seems to add up to the same thing 
—twenty or thirty faithful ones who 
come regardless of the appeal or the 
inducement. Thank God for these few 
who hold up our hands under all cir- 
cumstances, but how reach the hun- 
dreds who have most successfully 
evaded every appeal and every ap- 
proach? 

While the preponderance of feeling 
in our church has been to relegate the 
mid-week service to the scrap heap of 
things out-moded, some of us felt that 
the prayer meeting had not even in 
this day of self-sufficiency become the 
anachronistic institution some consider 
it to be. The habits and customs of 
life change, as do its dress, and the 
technique of church work will have to 
change to meet more effectively the 
needs of a changing world, but the es- 
sence of the matter remains the same. 
The Gospel remains the changeless an- 
swer to our changing needs. It is not 
needed less now, but rather more than 
ever before. So we decided to continue 
the service but to change the method. 
The results far exceeded the most op- 
timistic expectations. 

Early in September a Church Plan- 
ning Conference was held with more 
than sixty in attendance representing 
every organization and official group in 
the church. The mid-week service was 
one of the items which came up for 
serious consideration and discussion. 
The outcome was the suggestion that 
a brief series of mid-week services be 
held emphasizing family attendance. 
These services were to be designated 
as Family Church Nights. In order to 
encourage members of the entire fam- 
ily to come we decided to have covered 


dish suppers and to terminate the meet- 
ings by eight o’clock. This plan would 
not disrupt the rest habits of the little 
tots nor the evening: study of the older 
children. Incidentally, the adults liked 
the early closing hour because it was 
possible to come to the service and 
also attend other engagements after 
eight o’clock. Through the church bul- 
letin the congregation was acquainted 
with these plans weeks in advance of 
the first mid-week service. The series 
of addresses on Old Testament charac- 
ters was announced and the classes for 
the children and the young people were 
explained. The first Family Church 
Night in mid October was upon us and 
we awaited the event with anticipation. 

We were all amazed the morning of 
our first Family Church Night when the 
church telephone kept ringing and re- 
servations continued to come in. Ninety 
responded, more than had ever come to 
a mid-week service before. The variety 
and quality of food brought was excel- 
lent. The meal was thoroughly enjoyed 
and those who did not bring.a covered 
dish paid the nominal fee of thirty-five 
cents for their meal. This more than 
defrayed the cost of bread, butter, 
sugar, cream and coffee which had to 
be provided by a special committee. 
Host Plan Instituted 

Following the meal, while the chil- 
dren and youth repaired to the educa- 
tional building for their classes, the 
men cleared the tables. The children 
under twelve met with the Director of 
Christian Education for Bible study for 
one-half hour from seven to seven- 
thirty. Simultaneously those above 
twelve met with the Director of Music 
for choir practice. At seven-thirty 
these two groups shifted, the younger 
ones receiving choir instruction while 
the older ones changed to Bible study. 
Meanwhile the adults remained with 
the minister in the large dining hall 
where the people remained seated at 
the tables for a period of announce- 
ments, informal worship and the ad- 
dress. It was apparent that the at- 
tendance pleased every one _ present. 
Without premeditation on my part the 
thought occurred to me to suggest the 
appointment of seven or eight teams 
of hosts who would by personal calls 


invite enough people to fill their tables. 
Each of our tables accommodates ten 
persons. With eight teams accepting 
appointment we were assured of at 
least eighty for the following week in 
addition to those who signed the sheet 
that had been placed on each table to 
indicate reservation for the next Fam- 
ily Church Night and whether they in- 
tended to bring a dish (and if so what) 
or preferred to pay for the meal. 

The hosts did a superb job. Every 
pair had at least ten present and one 
set of hosts came with thirty-three 
guests. From this night on the two 
or three pairs of hosts with the largest 
number in attendance were singled out 
for special mention. Again our expec- 
tations were far surpassed. This sec- 
ond Family Church Night was wel- 
comed by 150 adults and young people. 
The third week the attendance jumped 
to 165. The hosts with the largest 
number present at the third week had 
46 guests and the hosts carrying the 
honors the fourth week brought more 
than sixty people. Our fourth Family 
Church Night fell on Thanksgiving Eve 
with a community Thanksgiving service 
scheduled for the next morning. We 
expected a big drop in attendance but 
instead we had present at this service 
150. At the next two church nights 
there were present 173 and 185 respec- 
tively. It is interesting to note that 
for three consecutive weeks while these 
high attendances were prevailing in 
our mid-week services there were other 
large meetings in our church, two fall- 
ing on Tuesday night and one on Thurs- 
day, yet these additional meetings did 
not adversely affect the attendance at 
the mid-week service except the Wed- 
nesday night before Thanksgiving when 
there was a little drop from the week 
before. 

I am told that in the history of the 
church the mid-week services have 
never been better attended than they 
were this year. The response was not 
due to the type of program we offered, 
although we put the best we had into 
it. We are certain that the response 
was largely due to the novelty of the 
approach, the family emphasis, and 
particularly to the host plan placing 
the responsibility for attendance on 
the members themselves. Hosts were 
changed from week to week in order to 
spread the work over as much of the 
congregation as possible. The value of 
the hundreds upon hundreds of calls 
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that were made no one can estimate. 
A lot of our new members have been 
impressed with the solicitation and in- 
terest of our church people. Families 
were seen at these services who had 
never attended a mid-week service be- 
fore and all of us are already begin- 
ning to look forward to the next series 
of Family Church Nights which will 
be held during the Lenten period. 

At our Church Planning Conference 
we reminded ourselves that plans with- 
out prayers were ineffective. This note 
was also emphasized at the mid-week 
services and I am confident that our 
people not only planned but prayed for 
these meetings, and we have been rich- 
ly blessed. 





FEDERAL COUNCIL ON THE USE 
OF FLAG 


Recommendations to churches on the 
appropriate use of flags within church 
buildings have been issued by the 
executive committee of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America. 

The committee’s action was taken 
following requests from two Methodist 
annual conferences concerning’ the 
proper use of the Christian flag. 

Emphasizing that no attempt was be- 
ing made to prescribe regulations, the 
action stated: 

1. The cross itself is generally ac- 
cepted as a good and sufficient symbol 
for the house of God in the Christian 
tradition, without the use of a church 
flag. 

2. If a flag or banner representing 
the loyalty of the church to its Head 
is used along with the flag of the na- 
tion in the sanctuary, the symbol of 
loyalty to God should have the place 
of highest honor. 


3. According to tradition, ancient and 
modern, the place of highest honor is to 
the right: on the floor level of the con- 
gregation, to the right of the congrega- 
tion; in the chancel or on any level 
above that of the floor of the congre- 
gation, to the right of the clergyman 
as he faces the congregation. 

4. The Christian symbol used by the 
U. S. Navy and flown above the flag 
of the nation during the period of di- 
vine worship is a triangular pennant 
of white with a blue Latin cross in the 
center. The Christian chaplains’ flag 
as prescribed by the U. S. Army is a 
blue rectangle with a white Latin cross. 
The form most generally regarded as 
the Christian flag for display in church- 
es is a white rectangle with a blue rec- 
tangular field in the upper corner at 
the mast side which contains a red 
Latin cross. This flag is recognized, 


however, only by general usage and not 
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by official action of any ecclesiastical 
body. Various other designs employing 
the cross are in use by some churches. 
The Protestant Episcopal Church, for 
example, has adopted a flag for use, as 
desired, in the churches of that com- 
munion. 





SEES WAR AS GRIM CLEANUP 
JOB 

Knoxville, Tennessee.—Personal hate 
for human beings of the Axis nations 
need have no place in America’s atti- 
tude and war efforts for victory, in the 
opinion of Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, pas- 
tor of Christ Methodist Chuch, New 
York. He took part in the annual 
University of Tennessee Mid-Winter 
Convocation. 

“We are in this war and we’ve got 
to see it through,” he added. “With 
our tremendous resources, I am con- 
vineed that we are going to win it. 

“Each American should make his at- 
titude that of a good policeman, with 
a grim job of clean-up and reform to 
attend to. That is what it actually 
amounts to. And the equipment of a 
good police officer does not include blind 
hatred.” 





TROOPS QUARTERED IN 
CHURCHES 

Los Angeles.—With the cooperation 
of pastors, troops are being quartered 
in five Protestant churches in a South- 
ern California community. 

Soldiers are sleeping and eating in 
Sunday school rooms and social and 
dining halls, but they have not occu- 
pied the sanctuaries, and services con- 
tinue to be held regularly. Activities 
normally conducted in the occupied 
rooms are held elsewhere or tempo- 
rarily suspended. 

According to the commanding officer 
of the unit, it was deemed advisable to 
billet the men in buildings instead of 
housing them in tents. 

Reasons given were protection of the 
men’s health, conservation of govern- 
ment property and equipment, neces- 
sity for locating in close proximity to 
vital utilities and preservation of cul- 
tivated fields and pasture land. 

In addition to church properties, the 
woman’s clubhouse, American Legion 
Hall, and a vacant school are occupied. 
Contracts provide for payment of 
utilities and reimbursement for dam- 
ages. 
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The Minister and His Official Board 


by William A. Leach 


In last month’s issue the editor of “Church Management” dis- 

cussed the denominational and historical development of the 

official board. In this contribution he shows some of the methods 
used to get action. 


HE wise minister accepts the tradi- 

tional and constitutional organiza- 

tion of his local church and plans to 
work with it and through it. He is not 
called to change the organization of the 
denomination. It really doesn’t make 
much difference anyway. If a minister 
is at all versatile, it is largely a mat- 
ter of indifference whether he presides 
at the official board meeting or whether 
he sits in as a member. Some good 
leaders will tell you that they can do 
better by sitting as a member than 
acting as the chairman. If he acts as 
chairman of the board, he has a certain 
amount of authority in his position. But 
he also has handicaps. He is under 
obligation to be non-partisan and this 
limits his freedom of expression. If 
he sits as a member, he may feel more 
free to express his views and urge the 
adoption of programs which he has in 
mind. 

Leadership is largely a matter of in- 
formation and intention. The minister 
should be the best informed person in 
the church on program and the tech- 
nique for putting it across. As a leader, 
his task is to get the ideas across to 
those on the official board. If he suc- 
cessfully does this in such a way that 
the decision of the board is for his pro- 
gram, he is a good leader even though 
he does not participate in the discus- 
sion. One of the most successful min- 
isters of our knowledge never met with 
his trustee. But, prior to the meeting, 
he always met with the chairman of 
the board and skillfully filled that gen- 
tleman with ideas which had fruitage 
in the board meeting. 


The minister would do well to study 
the methods of the skilled executive 
secretary. He may be the least vocal 
of any person in the conference room 
yet he controls the situation. Through 
carefully prepared agenda each mem- 
ber of the board is supplied with in- 
formation of the program. When ques- 
tions arise regarding costs or program, 
he has the answer in detail. He has 
consulted with leaders before the meet- 
ing and perhaps the speeches which 
they make were placed by him into 
their mouths. 





Here are some of the techniques 
which a minister can use to get the 
desired action through the proper 
board. 


1. Never suggest a cold proposition. 
Any program that is worth-while is 
worth warming before it is formally 
presented. If a man has sufficient 
strength, he might put through a new 
program unheard before the meeting. 
But it would not be fair to the program 
itself. No program has any virtue 
apart from the individuals who are 
sponsoring it. 


When you have a program to sug- 
gest, mention it long before the time 
it is introduced. To be specific, suppose 
you wish an educational addition or 
building. Don’t just come before the 
board and make a proposition. Prepare 
in advance. Run items in the church 
calendar which tell of the work which 
would be done by such a building. Build 
up the idea in conversation. Tell the 
various organizations about it. Prepare 
a chart or statement of costs. When 


the background has been prepared, you’ 


will be in a position to introduce the 
subject. I know one successful minister 
who makes it a point to talk informally 
with officials before the vacation season 
about the program items he will present 
in the autumn. 


2. Get sponsors for it before it is 
introduced. Let someone else also intro- 
duce the subject. If no one is sufficiently 
interested to sponsor the matter, prob- 
ably it should not be introduced any- 
way. A minister loses cast by always 
being the person to introduce a subject. 
Let someone else do the talking. If the 
discussion is close, the chairman or 
someone else is sure to ask the minis- 
ter’s opinion. This is his chance. His 
words at such at time can control the 
vote. He should save himself for such 
a moment. 

38. Don’t ask for passage as a per- 
sonal favor. If you do, you may get 
it. A board of honest men and women 
should never be asked to vote except 
to express their own convictions. The 
minister who makes the personal loyal- 
ty appeal is unfair to the proposition 


he proposes. If it is reasonable and 
he uses the right technique, he can al- 
most surely get support. The personal 
favor appeal is too elementary. 


4. Don’t ask for a decision on any 
important matter until you know how 
it shall be put into effect. To pass a 
resolution or an important motion with- 
out having a program to accomplish its 
purpose is like proposing to a girl 
withut any conception of what mar- 
riage means. If the board votes to start 
erection of the educational building 
mentioned above, the minister should 
know just what committees should be 
appointed to get the work started. 


5. Remember that there is a distinc- 
tion between a parliamentary. meeting 
and executive procedure. The parlia- 
mentary meeting deals with motions 
and votes. The executive procedure 
deals with programs. Know the steps 
to be taken to get the matter con- 
summated. 


Extra Legal Organization 

Despite every effort to secure an of- 
ficial board which knows its task and 
tries to accomplish it, there will be in- 
stances when the board of a local 
church does not function properly. At 
such a time, the minister may feel that 
he is free to suggest some kind of 
supplementary or extra-denominational 
plan to accomplish the church program 
desired. The board may be given a 
free hand to deal with the conventional 
duties while promotional activities are 
carried on in some other way. Some of 
the methods used would include. 


1. A Church Council. The council 
as used here means a meeting which 
brings together the heads of the vari- 
ous church organizations. It would be 
similar to the official board in the 
Methodist Church but, of course, it 
would lack the authority of such a 
board. It could plan the program of 
the church and, subject to approval of 
the legal board, appoint committees. 
It could not legally sell or buy property 
nor could its members, without the 
proper denominational procedure per- 
form the duties of vestrymen, elders, 
deacons or trustees. 

Outside of such legal phases as dis- 
cussed above, there is much virtue in 
a Council which can sit as a planning 
board over the entire church, seeing in 
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vision the work which should be done 
and laying plans for its accomplish- 
ment. It can be a planning commission 
and a program functioning body. 

Architects, builders and others who 
might serve the church having such a 
council should be warned that it can- 
not legally obligate the society for 
debts. Any such plan of local organiza- 
tion can supercede the legal and de- 
nominational organization. 

2. Another widely used plan of the 
extra-denomination type is one which 
divides the parish into districts with 
a chairman over each district. This 
may be known as the Centurian plan, 
District plan or the Vanward plan or 
have some other name. Primarily for 
visitation, the meeting which brings 
together the chairmen of these districts 
makes an effective program planning 
commission. This commission may take 
over some of the non-legal duties of the 
official body. It can prove most effective 
in its pastoral work. In some instances, 
as recommended by the now defunct 
Vanward plan, it assumes the duties 
incident to the every member canvass. 
It can lift up a church when the board 
is ineffective. 

3. Combined or Single Board. An- 
other method used to get action is to 
bring the two boards of the church, 
the spiritual body and the trustees to- 
gether in one unified or combined board. 
If the two meet together as separate 
bodies, they will keep their separate 
functions and authority. It is possible, 
however, in most states to unite the 
two in one legal board of control. It 
may be done by electing individuals to 
the double office of elder and trustee. 

The fact that so many churches build 
these extra-legal plans for their church- 
es is a good indication that the de- 
nominational set-ups are not satisfac- 
tory in present day conditions. The sig- 
nificance of the terms “executive” and 
functional are fairly modern. One 
might fulfil all of the historic qualities 
of an elder, deacon or steward and still 
fall short of his possibilities in modern 
church leadership. If we were making 
a new denomination today, we probably 
would build a plan for the local church 
which would give it proper unity and 
balance for executive procedure. 

One would be brave, indeed, to sug- 
gest that the need for a functioning 
church is so great that historic con- 
cepts of church organization should be 
scrapped. Whether it is more wise to 
try to remedy the situation by selling 
the official board a new conception of 
its duties or to organize some kind of 
extra-legal plan to promote the work 
of the church is still a matter of in- 
dividual opinion. 
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Business and Religion 
Differentiated 


by, Arthur L. H. Street 


TWILIGHT zone between relig- 

ious liberty and criminal lia- 

bility was involved in a case 
lately decided by the Nebraska Supreme 
Court. 

The Nebraska statutes provide that 
any one who takes part in a public 
“exhibition or seance, or show of hyp- 
notism, mesmerism, animal magnetism 
or so-called psychical forces for gain 
shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor.” 

Mr. Dill found himself in a “pickle” 
with the Nebraska authorities in a con- 
troversy as to whether or not his prac- 
tices as an “ordained spiritualistic 
medium and minister of the gospel” 
constituted a violation of the statute. 


Suit was brought to settle the con- 
troversy and was passed upon by the 
Nebraska Supreme Court. (Dill v. Ham- 
ilton, 291 N. W. 62.) 


The substance of the claims present- 
ed on behalf of Mr. Dill and members 
and officers of the Spiritualistic Church, 
of which he was leader, was as follows: 
The defendants, prosecuting authori- 
ties, so construed the statute as to de- 
prive plaintiffs of their constitutional 
right to freedom of religious worship. 
The Spiritualist Church exists and does 
business for sectarian and religious 
worship in accordance with the Holy 
Bible. Seances are among the rites and 
ceremonies of the denomination, con- 
stituting its most formal and solemn 
services. As a medium Mr. Dill received 
$15 for conducting a seance, the sum 
being raised by voluntary contributions 
and he being guaranteed payment of 
that sum. 

As to the effect of the statute above 
mentioned, the Supreme, Court said: 

“The words ‘psychical forces’ as used 
by the lawmakers apply to a seance 
conducted by a spiritualistic medium, 
but his act as such does not violate the 
statute unless it is ‘public’ and ‘open’ 


and ‘for gain’. Spiritualistic seances 
are not of themselves denounced by 
the lawmakers as criminal. The making 
of a public exhibition of religious wor- 
ship in the form of a seance for gain 
on the stage or at a carnival, fair, 
circus, or show is not a religious liber- 
ty guaranteed by the Constitution. The 
police power to prohibit public exhibi- 
tions for money-making purposes or 
‘for gain’ extends to harmful, immoral 
or indecent performances, though con- 
ducted in the name of religion. * * * 
Persons or members of any organiza- 
tion or society committing such of- 
fenses are amenable to the law and sub- 
ject to prosecution and punishment. 
Plaintiffs, however, disavow any inten- 
tion to commit such offenses.” 

Coming to the question whether or 
not the seances conducted by Mr. Dill 
were conducted “for gain,” the court 
decided that “a guaranty of $15 to 
remunerate a medium for conducting 
a spiritualistic seance as a religious 
ceremony in the worship of God and 
the creation of the fund by voluntary 
contributions of communicants of the 
Spiritual Church do not amount to 
‘gain’ or a violation of law.” 

So, on the facts presented the Court 
ruled that plaintiffs were not subject 
to prosecution. 





CONFERS WITH LITVINOFF 
ABOUT REVIVAL SERVICES 

Washington, D. C.—Dr. J. Frank 
Norris, fundamentalist Baptist clergy- 
man, has conferred here with Soviet 
Ambassador Maxim Litvinoff on his 
plan to hold revival services in Russia 
next summer, and reported that the 
Russian Ambassador assured him that 
the Russian people would extend him 
a hearty welcome. 

The pastor stated that Mr. Litvinoff 
expressed interest in his plans for the 
revival services. 
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Fees for the Minister 


by A. H. C. Morse” 


This article comes as an aftermath to the study on ministers’ 

funeral fees which was published some months ago. We publish 

it because we feel that this author’s experiences are rather 
unusual, 


T was years ago, during a college 

vacation. I had been assigned to 

an interesting parish, and at the 
close of worship, on the first Sunday 
evening, I was asked if I would call 
upon a sick woman. Of course I 
promptly consented. The husband of 
this woman operated the only saloon 
in town, and his wife had assisted him, 
in that wretched place, until this ill- 
ness. I found her mortally ill; and, as 
best I knew, I ministered to her then, 
as also in numerous subsequent calls. 
The woman died, and, naturally, I was 
asked to take the funeral. I knew 
nothing about funerals. I had never 
been at a funeral, since my father had 
died fifteen years before. When the 
call for this funeral came, it was 10 
o’clock at night. I was then ten miles 
out of town, where I had spent a long 
day in visitation among a_ scattered 
country folk, and had also just con- 
cluded evening worship. I was ex- 
hausted, but there was no alternative. 
Trudging into town that night, at ex- 
actly midnight, I reached the woman’s 
late home. The family lived over the 
saloon. I ascended the stair. The daugh- 
ter met me at the door, (it was in the 
era of kerosene lamps) and as I en- 
tered that semi-darkness, threw her 
arms ’round my neck, buried her head 
in my timid bosom, and began to sob! 
I was terrified. Detaching that cling- 
ing vine, and commending her to the 
bosom of the Lord, as infinitely vaster 
than mine, I told her the best comforts 
in sorrow were procured by prayer, and 
I made her kneel beside me, while I 
poured out my heart to the Lord! 
Having learned the plans for the next 
day, I proceeded to my hotel, where 
without food or drink, I sat up the 
rest of the night preparing for that 
funeral. Both at the house, next day, 
and at the church, things apparently 
went all right. All were prompt to ap- 
prove; some even congratulating me 
on my first funeral sermon. That was 
my first funeral service. 

Some days later, I felt it my duty 
to call in that home; which I did. The 
man seeing me ascending the outside 


*Minister, Bergen Baptist Church, Jersey City, 
New Jersey. 


stairs, laid aside his white apron, and 
came up too. His daughter was there. 
It was an awkward occasion. I did not 
know what to say, and they were equal- 
ly embarrassed. There really was, then, 
nothing in common between us. After 
what I thought was sufficient time, and 
after a few commonplace observations, 
I arose to go. Shaking hands with the 
daughter, I extended my hand to the 
father, whereupon he extended to me 
a new Canadian ten-dollar bill! 

“What’s that for?” said I. 

“For your kindness in visiting my 
wife,” said the man, “and for your 
services at her funeral.” 

“You’ve made a mistake,” said I, 
“preachers do not receive payment for 
such services.” 

“You’ve made a mistake,” said he. 
“This is the price of funerals ’round 
here. It is collected by preachers, and 
I’ve known them even to send bills, as 
the doctors.” 

I was amazed. 

“Well, this is my first funeral,” said 
I, “and I mean to start right. I cannot. 
accept your money.” 

Now it was his turn to be amazed. 

“Won’t you accept it as a present?” 
said he. 

“No,” said I. “You might so under- 
stand, and I too. But no one else would 
understand. Moreover, I shall have to 
live with myself, when this money is 
gone. I cannot accept it.” 

We were standing by the door. I 
wound my long arm ’round this man’s 
shoulder. His heart was right. He 
wanted to do the right thing. I knew I 
had an advantage, and I determined to 
press it. 

“Listen!” said I. “I’ll tell you what 
you can do. Bring your daughter to 
church, and come yourself.” 

“IT cannot do that,” said he. “I’m a 
saloon-keeper, and nobody wants a 
saloon-keeper in church.” 

“I’m the pastor,” said I, “and I want 
you. Your daughter is a member of 
our church. She is lonely, and that’s 
the place for her. Moreover, every one 
would be delighted to see you.” But 
the father would make no promise. 

“Listen again!” said I. “Now is the 


time to give up this miserable busi- 
ness, and be a man.” 

“T cannot give up this business,” said 
he. “It is my bread and butter.” 

“No, it isn’t.” said I. “You own the 
richest and prettiest farm on the out- 
skirts of this town. Give up this busi- 
ness,” said I. “Move out there, and be 
a man.” He would make no promise, 
and I departed. 

Next Sunday morning, however, in 
came this man and his daughter! The 
church so filled, they had to be ushered 
to the very front pew. I was delighted. 
At the close of the service, I spoke 
with them both, as did numerous others. 

This man had a horse and carriage. 
I had none. I had three out-stations 
to which I was obliged to go on Sunday 
afternoons, and this man offered to 
drive me each Sunday. I accepted. He 
even invited me, one evening, to sup 
with him and his daughter in their 
home—still over his saloon. Again I 
accepted. Presently, I began a series 
of week-night meetings, in an empty 
store near this saloon, and the saloon- 
keeper would close his place for that 
hour, and go to the meetings. Then, 
going back, he would do business until 
midnight, as usual. 


This however did not last long. His 
saloon was directly across the street 
from the river. And one Sunday after- 
noon, this man rolled his barrels across 
that street, and pulling their bungs, 
he turned their contents, and all his 
other “fire-water,” into the river, and 
made a bonfire of the barrels. It was 
a sight! Not many weeks later, walk- 
ing down the bank of that river, at 
that very spot, on a Sunday evening at 
sunset, he was baptized! Later, moving 
to his farm, he married a beautiful 
woman, who also was baptized at the 
spot where her husband’s bonfire had 
been and they both joined our church. 

I learned a wholesome lesson in this 
first funeral service. I got my hold 
on this man, by refusing his money. 
Had I accepted that, he would have 
escaped me; would have said I had 
done him a good service, but he had 
paid for it. He would have continued 
to think of preachers as he had thought 
until that day. And I am sure, he 
would still be trafficking in liquor at 
the same old stand. I have never for- 
gotten that experience. Moreover, it 
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has been duplicated in numberless in- 
stances. 
Another Side 

I was pastor, one time, in a large 
eastern city. In my church was an 
aged man, of more than usual wealth, 
and when he made his last will and 
testament, he said to his lawyer—who 
was also to be his executor—“I want 
my funeral to be conducted by our 
pastor, assisted by Dr. . I want 
you to see that each is paid $100.00 
for that service.” 

“T do not see how that can very well 
be,” said the lawyer. “In the first place, 
our pastor would not approve.” 

“Very well,” said the man. “I'll make 
them legatees—each in the sum of 
$100.00.” Which he did. 

In that same city and church, was 
another man. He also had a consider- 
able fortune, and no immediate heirs. 
I conducted his funeral. Not many days 
later, I was met by a man, who, to me, 
was a stranger. Inviting me into his 
office, and opening his desk, he pro- 
duced this aged man’s will, showing 
the man had left a generous sum to 
the endowment fund of my church, and 
had left me $2000.00! I could scarcely 
believe my eyes. 

I later removed to a western city. 
In my church there, was a cultured 
woman, who delighted in the beautiful 
things she could do for her church and 
for her pastors. She died, and I buried 
her. Not many days later, I was sent 
for, by a man whom I did not know. 
I called at his office, as requested. He 
showed me her last will and testament, 
of which he was executor. I found she 
had left me $1000.00! The Lord evi- 
dently had not overlooked me, in the 
multitude of preachers! 

I haven’t always succeeded in escap- 
ing payment for funerals. For instance, 
I buried a most charming woman in 
that eastern city. Her husband was a 
deacon in my church. The funeral oc- 
curred in February, and, of course, I 
was graciously thanked. But at the 
following Christmas, I received from 
that husband a check for $150.00, which 
I construed as his modest way of ex- 
pressing himself in respect of that 
funeral. 

Check Went to the Church 

Again, I buried a man in that west- 
ern city; whereupon his widow sent 
me a check for a generous sum. I wrote 
her a tender note, and, enclosing her 
check, asked her to permit me to re- 
turn it, as was my custom. In a few 
days her brother-in-law called at my 
office, with that same check; insisted 
that I accept it; told me the widow 
could not get my point of view, and 
that if I declined, the likelihood was 
she would never again enter my church! 
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I took the check; put it into my church. 

In my present pastorate, I recently 
buried a husband. Upon calling later, 
the widow tendered me a very generous 
check. I declined. She insisted. I knew 
she was a director of a Home for Aged 
Women, so I compromised. I said, 
“Very well, I'll accept it. But when 
your check comes back to you, you will 
find it endorsed to your favorite 
philanthrophy!” 

Of course, I have been imposed upon. 
But then, for what else are preachers, 
anyway? I one time hired a livery rig, 
and drove 27 miles, either way—54 
miles in all—in the winter, and buried 
a man worth $80,000.00. I am still 
waiting, after 25 years, for even a 
word of thanks! I one time buried a 
woman. The funeral was on a Sunday 
afternoon, and the internment next 
morning. I was asked if I would be 
willing to drive my own car; and if 
so, would I take members of the fam- 
ily in it? I consented—not having been 
told how far it meant. Next morning, 
in a driving rain storm, I drove 78 
miles, either way—156 miles in all! 
And though years have passed, I’ve 
not even seen one of that family since. 


Shall We Accept the Fees? 


This raises the whole question of 
“ministerial perquisites.” Can they ever 
be justified? There are those who re- 
gard the ministry a “racket,” and all 
preachers “racketeers”; which of course 
they are not. Such a field lies open to 
preachers, but they are most of them 
on guard, not only in respect of fu- 
nerals, but also in respect of weddings 
and “rebates,” and “discounts,” and all 
other semi-disguised “courtesies.” Their 
churches provide them their salaries, 
with the understanding they shall serve 
both them and their communities, as 
the Lord himself would serve both. 


In respect of wedding fees, I have 
uniformly been in a receptive mood, 
though I have not always received 
them. I have married some couples for 
nothing; have received the most paltry 
sums from others, and have been ten- 
dered all manner of substitutes. One 
young man slipped into my hand fifty 
cents! One gave me $4.50, saying as 
he did so, “You know I ain’t no Pier- 
pont Morgan!” Another took me aside, 
and slyly said, “Dominie, you know I 
ain’t got no money—but I can fix your 
gas-meter so it won’t work!” Another, 
who had given me $2.00, wrote to me 
at the end of two weeks saying he 
would give me another $2.00 if I would 
un-marry him! I have even had people 
ask me to marry them on the install- 
ment plan! 

I am not sure I should ever have 
accepted wedding fees. I cannot escape 
a sense of shame, when, after a wed- 


, 


ding, an envelope is furtively pushed 
into my hand, or left upon my desk, | 
cannot escape feeling like a pullman. 
car porter, a barber, a restaurant wait- 
er, a check-girl, and a politician, )| 
rolled into one! That is, I feel small! 
At the best, what I receive at a wed. 
ding is of the nature of a tip. If | 
were starting all over again, I think | 
should advertise, “No Tipping, Please!” 
That is, I’d have it publicly understood 
that I’d accept no gratuities of any 
sort. 


A preacher is a man with a Bible. 
What is not mentioned in his Bible. js 
naturally regarded a matter of personal 
judgment; what is mentioned, either by 
precept or example, to him is quite an- 
other matter. His Bible speaks against 
gratuities. It tells the story of the 
healing of Naaman at the hand of 
Elisha, the prophet. After the healing, 
“He returned to the man of God, and 
he said, ‘Take, I pray thee, a present 
of thy servant’. But the prophet said, 
‘As the Lord liveth before whom | 
stand, I will receive none.’ And he 
urged him to take it; but he refused.” 


A preacher is a minister; a minister, 
a servant; a servant both of his church 
and of the public; which however does 
not mean that either of these is th 
preacher’s “boss.” “One is his master, 
even Christ.” “It is sufficient for the 
disciple that he be as his Master, and 
for the servant that he be as his Lord.” 
As no preacher can think of his Mas- 
ter receiving payment for visiting the 
sick, or for burying the dead, so hé 
finds it difficult to do so himself. 
Preachers would prefer people to ac- 
cept their services, as that of “serv- 
ants’”—as the Apostle says—“for Jesus’ 
sake.” 

A preacher is a public character. As 
such he is subject both to public obser- 
vation and to public comment. His good 
name is his most precious possession. 
When that is questioned, he is in peril: 
when gone, everything is gone. People 
are bound to judge him by his Bible; 
which says he must not be “greedy of 
filthy lucre.” He strives to avoid th: 
very appearance of evil. He is not a 
racketeer. 





PEARL HARBOR SERMONS 


Did the entrance of the United States 
into the war inspire you to discuss the 
matter immediately after the declara- 
tion? If so the Department of Re- 
search and Education of the Federal 
Council of Churches would like the text 
or abstract. It is making a collection 
of such sermons. The material may be 
sent to the department at 297 Fourth 
Avenue, New York City. 
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Those Three Dark Hours’ 


Now from the sixth hour there was 
darkness over all the land unto the 
ninth hour—Matthew 27:45. 


And when the sixth hour was come, 
there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hour—Mark 15:33. 


And it was about the sixth hour, and 
there was darkness over all the earth 
until the ninth hour. And the sun was 
darkened.—Luke 23:44, 45. 


HOSE three dark hours during 

which the natural sun, in sympathy 

with the supernatural son, refused 
to shine upon the tragedy of the Cross 
of Calvary, are at once the most awful 
and the most significant three hours 
of all the ages. At his birth the heavens 
declared the glory of our Lord, and, 
likewise at his death. On Palm Sun- 
day, when the Pharisees urged him to 
rebuke his disciples for their songs of 
praise to him, he said, “I tell you that, 
if these should hold their peace, the 
stones would immediately cry out.” So, 
on that day of the Cross nature cried 
out its grief when men, in devilish glee, 
rejoiced at nailing to a tree the Lord 
of heaven and earth. 

Those three dark hours are coming 
more and more to be observed as the 
three hours of richest blessing to sin- 
ful souls. The seven sayings of the 
Savior from the cross, four of which 
emerge from those three dark hours, 
are coming increasingly to take on the 
aspect of “wonderful words of life,” 
rather than dying words. “It is fin- 
ished, hear him cry; learn of Jesus 
Christ to die,” sang James Mont- 
gomery over a century ago, and the 
dying words of innumerable hosts of 
God’s saints, spoken in the valley of 
the shadow of death, reveal how well 
these “spirits of just men made per- 
fect” did “learn of Jesus Christ to die.” 
The Conduct of the Three-Hour Service 

There is no service of the entire year 
which is so richly rewarding as the 
Three-Hour Service. Certainly none 
gives larger opportunity to exalt the 
Cross and the crucified Savior. But no 
service of the year is so exacting in 
its demands upon the pastor for care- 
ful preparation of every part of the 
service. Nor does any service of the 


*Excerpt from a treatise on the Three Hour 
Service by Dr. Bell who has been the pastor of 
Glenwood Lutheran Church, Toledo, Ohio, since 
1913. The booklet from which this is taken has 
sixty-two pages. It is entitled “Seven Words of 
Life and Beauty.”’ It includes a series of sermons 
on the Seven Last Words. It is available from 
the Bible Features Syndicate, 2263 Maplewood 
Avenue, Toledo, Ohio, at thirty-five cents a copy. 
This excerpt is used with special permission from 
author and publisher. 


by Aluin E. Bell 








LAST HILL 


You who have raised 
And bound me high 
Fast to Cross 
And think I die, 


Tortured by ills, 
The nail and thirst: 
Death of the Man 
Despised, accurst: 


Little you know 
I died in sweet 
Cirele of beauty, 
Cool, complete; 


Little you know 
I died that night; 
Died from a kiss 
By Lantern light. 


Edith Mirick. 








year call for a fuller measure of un- 
derstanding cooperation between all 
participating in it, minister, organist, 
choir, ushers, congregation and even 
sexton. . 

The Three-Hour Service, as its very 
name implies, must be most carefully 
planned as to the timing of every part. 
Every hymn, solo, anthem, scripture 
lesson, prayer and sermon should be 
accurately timed, to the half-minute, 
that every one of the seven parts of 
the service may have its allotted time, 
according to a schedule, copies of which 
are in the hands of the pastor or as- 
sisting ministers, the organist and the 
chorister. Thus, at every point in the 
service, those responsible for its com- 
ponent parts may know how the serv- 
ice is progressing as to that schedule. 
If necessary, here or there a stanza 
may be omitted from a hymn without 
intrusion of any announcement, or an 
appropriate poem may be inserted if 
time requires. 

The ushers should know at which 
places late comers may be seated with- 
out disturbing the congregation. Cer- 
tainly, this should not be during the 
prayers, the sermons or the choir an- 
thems, solos or other special musical 
numbers. Printed programs should 


show plainly by an asterisk or other- 
wise, at what points in the service late 
comers may be seated, or early goers 
may leave, preferably during the hymns 
or brief periods of intermission, which 
may be spent in meditation by those 
already seated. For these periods of 
meditation brief prayers or collects may 
be inserted in the printed order of wor- 
ship. The printed order of worship 
should also indicate at what points the 
congregation may rise either for the 
prayers or the hymns, as custom of the 
congregation may suggest. (Three 
hours is a long time to remain seated 
even when the worshipers are provid- 
ed cushioned pews.) 


The Content of the Service 

The content of the Three-Hour Serv- 
ice is to be governed by and to harmon- 
ize with the Seven Words of our 
Savior. Hymns, Scripture lessons, ser- 
mons, prayers and special choral num- 
bers should all harmonize with the par- 
ticular word of our Savior belonging 
to that portion of the service. The 
musical numbers by the choir may be 
selected from such masterpieces as 
Stainer’s “Crucifixion,’”’ Dubois’ “Seven 
Last Words,’ “The Darkest Hour’ 
(Moore), Maunder’s “Olivet to Cal- 
vary,” Dvorak’s “Stabat Mater,” Bern- 
wald’s “Seven Last Words,” Dudley 
Buck’s “Story of the Cross” or F. Flax- 
ington Harker’s “The Cross.” 

The musical portions should not be 
so elaborate or extended as to crowd 
out the preaching of the Word which 
must ever be the chief part of the serv- 
ice. From five to seven minutes should 
be allotted to each of the seven sermons 
of the service, and no apology need be 
made for designating them “Sermons” 
in the order of worship! The service 
should rise to a climax of dedication 
or consecration in some such form as 
the ancient and Christ-centered hymn, 
“Agnus Dei,” the Nicene Creed or Long 
Meter Doxology, preceded by the Lord’s 
Prayer. The most appropriate Bene- 
diction for the closing of the service 
is the one recorded in Hebrews 13:20, 
rie 

Good Friday is indeed a great day 
in the Christian calendar, ranking with 
Easter, Pentecost and Christmas. It 
is a shame that too many Christians 

tIn the book, at this point, are given four pages 
of suggested musical numbers selected by Rey. 
F. W. Otto, an authority on church music. The 
information gives titles, publishers and prices of 


the best anthem, solo and organ numbers for 
each part of the service. 
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observe it no further than by substitut- 
ing hot-cross buns for the customary 
table bread. 

General Themes and Topics 

Regardless of whether one minister 
officiates or several, there should be a 
definite continuity in the seven mes- 
sages. This can only be secured by pre- 
arrangement and definite selection of 
the one general theme to be pursued, 
and assignment of the sub-themes ap- 
propriate to the several words of the 
cross to be treated by the respective 
ministers. 

Even in a long pastorate of twenty- 
five or more years, it will be found 
possible to select different general 
themes year after year for the entire 
three-hour service and appropriate top- 
ics related thereto for the seven ser- 
mons, in such manner as to avoid repe- 
tition of preaching material from year 
to year. 

So wonderful and so living are these 
seven “Wonderful Words of Life,” 
spoken from the altar of the cross by 
our great high priest, that they will 
by no means be exhausted though 
preached upon by the same pastor to 
the same congregation for a quarter 
of a century or more.t 

Some of the themes used by the au- 
thor in his own parish may be sug- 
gestive of the possibilities of unifica- 
tion with diversification which are em- 
bodied in the words of the Cross. 

On Good Friday, 1940, the following 
themes were used, based on the first 
stanza of “The Crusaders’ Hymn”’— 
“Beautiful Saviour,” using the succes- 
sive phrases of this stanza, with but 
one change of order, as the themes of 
the seven sermons as follows: 

The Beauty of the Cross 
First Word—‘“Beautiful Saviour” 
“Father forgive them, etc.” 
Second Word—“King of Creation” 
“Remember me when thou com- 


est into thy kingdom.” 
“Today shalt thou be with me in 


Paradise.” 
Third Word—“Son of Man” 
“Behold Thy Son - - - Behold 


Thy Mother” 
Fourth Word—‘“Son of God” 
“My God, My God, Why Hast 
Thou Forsaken Me?” 
Fifth Word—“Truly, I’d Love Thee” 
“I Thirst” 
Sixth Word—“Truly, I’d Serve Thee” 
“It is finished” 
Seventh Word—“Light of My Soul, 
My Joy, My Crown” 
“Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit” 
On Good Friday, 1939, the following 
themes were used: 


Our Sovereign Saviour on the Cross 


First Word—“Sovereign Grace” 

Second Word — “Sovereign Absolu- 
tion” 

Third Word—‘“Sovereign Affection” 


the twenty- 


tThe author is now concluding 
ninth year of his present pastorate. 
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Fourth Word — “Sovereign Atone- 
ment” 

Fifth Word—“Sovereign Anguish” 

‘Sixth Word—“Sovereign Accomplish- 
ment” 

Seventh Word — “Sovereign Assur- 
ance.” 

On Good Friday, 1938, the topics used 

were: 


Our Saviour’s Authority on the Cross 
(He spoke as one having authority.) 
First Word:—“Our Saviour’s Author- 
ity with the Father for Forgive- 
ness” 

Second Word—“Our Saviour’s Au- 
thority with Sin for Its Propitia- 
tion” 

Third Word—“Our Saviour’s Author- 
ity with the Sorrowing for Com- 
fort” 

Fourth Word—“‘Our Saviour’s Au- 

thosity with Sin for Its Propitia- 
tion” 

Fifth Word—“Our Saviour’s Author- 
ity Over Pain for Its Endurance” 

Sixth Word—“Our Saviour’s Author- 
ity Over Life for the Accomplish- 
ment of its Purpose” 

Seventh Word—“Our Saviour’s Au- 
thority Over Death for Its Destruc- 
tion.” 

On Good Friday, 1937, the following 

themes were used: 


Learn of Jesus How to Live and How 
To Die 


First Word—“Learn of Jesus How 
to Forgive” 

Second Word—‘“Learn of Jesus How 
to Comfort” 

Third Word—‘“Learn of Jesus How 
to Care” 

Fourth Word—“Learn of Jesus How 
to Love” 

Fifth Word—“Learn of Jesus How 
to Suffer” 

Sixth Word—“Learn of Jesus How 


to Work” 
Seventh Word—“Learn of Jesus How 
to Die.” 
On Good Friday, 1936, the following 
were the themes used: 


Looking From the Cross 
First Word—“The Outward Look” 
Second Word—“The Onward Look” 
Third Word—“The Homeward Look” 
Fourth Word—“The Downward Look” 
Fifth Word—“The Inward Look” 
Sixth Word—“The Backward Look” 
Seventh Word—“The Upward Look.” 
On Good Friday, 1935, the themes 

used were: 


Our Dying Saviour’s Last Testament of 
Love 
First Word—“His Bequest for the 
Problems of Life’s Past” 
Second Word—“His Bequest for the 
Problems of the Future Life” 
Third Word—“His Bequest for the 
Problems of Home and Family 
Life” 
Fourth Word—“His Bequest for the 
Problem of Sin” 
Fifth Word—“His Bequest for the 
Problem of Pain” 
Sixth Word—“His Bequest for the 
Problem of Life’s Work” 
Seventh Word—“His Bequest for the 
Problem of Death.” 
On Good Friday, 1942, 
used will likely be: 
Wonderful Words of Life 
First Word—“His Wonderful Word 
of Intercession” 


the topics 


Second Word—“His Wonderful Word 

of Absolution” 

Third Word—“His Wonderful Word 

of Consolation” 

Fourth Word—“His Wonderful Word 

of Desolation” 

Fifth Word—“His Wonderful Word 

of Tribulation” 

Sixth Word—“His Wonderful Word 

of Satisfaction” 

Seventh Word—“His Wonderful Word 

of Resignation.” 

The foregoing outline of topics for 
seven years, wrought out in the midst 
of the press of pastoral duties during the 
busy days of Lent, can be improved 
upon for his own use by any pastor, 
but they suggest the inexhaustible re- 
sources at one’s disposal for doctrinal, 
devotional and, withal, practical preach- 
ing, year after year, on the same texts 
to the same congregation by the faith- 
ful use of these “Wonderful Words of 
Life.” 





TO OPERATE C. 0. CAMPS IF 
NEEDED 

Washington, D. C. — Regulations 
which would permit the government to 
operate camps for conscientious ob- 
jectors in addition to those now oper- 
ated by religious groups have been 
issued by Director of Selective Service 
Lewis B. Hershey. 

The regulations establish the ma- 
chinery for setting up the government 
camps if and when the government re- 
quires them. In such event, a specific 
agency of the government would oper- 
ate individual camps, it was said. 

It was explained that some of the 
conscientious objectors are not in sym- 
pathy with present arrangements by 
which they either pay for their keep 
or funds are provided for their keep by 
church groups. In government-oper- 
ated camps the government would pro- 
vide the funds for the men’s keep. 

The new regulations are not intend- 
ed to interfere with operation of camps 
by the religious groups. 





INTUITION 


Joseph may have thought it strange, 
When Jesus hurt His hand one day, 
That Mary quickly bound it up, 
And watched Him when he went to 
play. 


Then, when they knelt beside His bed, 
And talked with God in quiet prayer, 

That she should seek an angel guard 
To watch Him with a special care. 


Perhaps she knew, as mothers know, 
Another nail would pierce His hand, 
With none on earth to bind it up, 
And only God to understand. 
A. L. Burgreen, 
Brooklyn, New York. 
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Modern Work Books 


SOUND TEACHING --- GREAT PUPIL INTEREST 





These Work Books Are Reviewed Elsewhere in This Issue 








THE LIFE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 


Compiled and Illustrated by Beatrice Allen 
For Ages 9, 10, 11 Years 
A work book in which the pupil is led not only to become 
acquainted with our Lord, but really to know Him, to love 
Him, and to serve Him. The aim is not the knowledge 
of a biography, but intimacy with a living Friend and 
Leader. The illustrations, also by Miss Allen, include plans 
for a Shadow Play of the Good Samaritan and also the 
costuming of a Christmas Play. Pupil’s Work Book, 77c. 


BUILDING The KINGDOM 


| Building | By Alice Parmelee 

| THE | Pee wet “pe : 
KINGDOM | Age Group—11 Years -_ ' p 
ee : The Church of Christ is building the 
EE eel Kingdom of Heaven here on earth. This 


Wy, ALICE PARMELBE | 
x 4 work book is really a blueprint for 
young builders of the Kingdom. It tells 
how to be a “builder.” It points out the 
great foundation stones: Faith, Obedi- 
ence, Love, Prayer. It suggests many 
ways to begin building God’s Kingdom in the midst of today. 
The Creed, Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, general 
prayer, Baptism—these, in the main, are the subjects cov- 
ered in this well developed book. Their practical application 
to everyday life is stressed throughout. Illustrated. Pupil’s 
Work Book, 77c. 


"MY OWN” WORK BOOK ON 
CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM 


Compiled by Alice M. Brookman 
For Ages 12-17 Years 








Juniors completing this work book will 
have a deeper appreciation of the 
Christian religion and will understand 
it better. Though this has been planned 
for a full year’s work in the Church 
School, it has been divided into rather 
definite sections, with the thought that 
it may also prove valuable to take up 
each section in conjunction with other studies. The general 
subjects are: Symbols in General; Symbols of Our Lord; 
Symbols of God; The Church Building; Windows; Murals, 
and Carvings; Worship, including Holy Communion, Holy 
Baptism, and Confirmation; The Christian Seasons. There 
are 46 illustrations. Pupil’s Work Book, 77c; Procedure 
Guide (for teacher), 22c. 


TRAIL BLAZERS OF “THE WAY" 


Compiled by Robert H. Thomas, III 
For Ages 12, 13, 14 Years 


oem meee €=60A modern approach to the study of the 
| eas early Church, “Blazing a Trail,” in 
rer Wa which most of the work centers in the 
4 life of St. Paul, one of the great trail 
¥ vn meee m blazers. 

Seer The preparations for the journeys, the 
difficulties on the trail, the trials beset- 
ting the faithful, failures and accom- 
plishments, are ali worked out most 
carefully. 

A brief procedure guide for the teacher is necessary in order 
to help in presenting the material. Pupil’s Work Book, 77c; 
Procedure Guide (for teacher), 22c. 








UNDERSTANDING RELIGION 


By Bernard Iddings Bell 


An introductory guide to the study 
of Christianity prepared for senior 
students in secondary schools, fresh- 
men in colleges, and members of 
young people’s organizations in the 
late teen age. This material can also 2 Re igion 
be used by adult classes interested | ice oe 5 ey Sag 
in understanding the Christian reli- 





ET] 





UNDERSTANDING «+ 


gion. The material is arranged for | : 
presentation in one forty-five minute | , | 
period each week; and additional | 
material is provided for classes 4 





which have two sessions a week. 
This course provides for discussion, homework, reading, 
examinations, and interviews between teacher and student. 
The student’s book contains a reprinting from the teacher’s 
book of the essential material necessary to the student. 
Price, Teacher’s Book, $1.90; Student’s Note Book, 50c. 


WE EXPLORE THE PROPHETS 


Compiled by Mary Jenness Re wae 





Age Group—12, 13, 14 Years 





What kind of help does God give us?; 
how can we make peace?; why do we 
need the Bible?; what about race?; 
what things will last?; these are some 
of the questions before us today—the 
same questions prevalent at the time 
of the Prophets. The answers to these and many other 
questions are worked out by Miss Jenness in this interesting 
work book, through the study of the lives of the 
prophets. A procedure guide to be used by the teachers is 
provided. 

The background for this work book, Men Who Stood Alone, 
by Miss Jenness, is a pupil’s book of thirteen stories for 
boys and girls of Junior High age and up, woven around 
dramatic incidents in the lives of the Prophets of the Old 
Testament. The Teacher’s Guide for Men Who Stood Alone 
aims to show the teacher how to create a new appreciation 
of the Prophets, making them live again in modern times. 
Pupil’s Work Book, 77c; Procedure Guide (for teacher), 22c. 





* Samples Sent Subject to Return for Credit 





MOREHOUSE-GORHAM CO. 


14 East 41st Street 
NEW YORK. CITY 
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Junior Church Trains for Living 


N the North Presbyterian Church, 

Cleveland, Ohio, there is a Junior 

Church which does more than con- 
duct services. It offers a program 
which helps the child to integrate his 
life into the activities of his own com- 
munity and to give him an apprecia- 
tion of the world in which he lives. 
Into the program the director weaves 
a response to the junior love of ad- 
venture, animal life, nature and the 
great world round about them. 


Books which have strong ethical 
content, without being too moral; those 
in which good is rewarded and wrong 
punished; juvenile fiction which por- 
trays the lives of boys and girls in oth- 
er countries or that which depicts 
wholesome family life; stories the 
scenes of which are lain in other lands, 
especially Palestine; those which re- 
veal heroic courage and beauty of ex- 
pression; animal tales, all have been 
used in place of a sermon and corre- 
lated with the Scriptures. These are 
told as if recalled in reverie, by Mrs. 
Hallie Loomis Craytor, the director, 
a volunteer worker, a member of the 
Church of the Covenant, Cleveland, 
Ohio, who is also a trained children’s 
librarian. Arthur R. Kinsler, Jr., is 
the pastor of the church. 

Listening to great literature trains 
an eager alert group to be a discrimin- 
ating audience in a short space of time. 
Poetry with beautiful rhythm and a 
lyric quality is used in place of a 
musical solo, because the children are 
not sufficiently developed as yet, mu- 
sically. There is no director of music 
who can train the boys and girls to lead 
themselves. 

The Junior Church has its own 
church society with elders and a scribe 
and tithers who devote specific time 
for reading, all of whom were officially 
installed by the Elder Brother, Mr. H. 
J. Repp, for whom the morning story 
is named, and who is very much inter- 
ested in the North Presbyterian 
Church. 

A downtown bank carries the official 
financial account, which grows from 
the loose weekly offering, birthday 
contributions and donations from 
adults who are interested in the growth 
and development of this work. 

The weekly bulletin has a linoleum 
block print on the cover. This was 
made possible by the Cleveland School 
of Education Art Department, whose 
students drew three of the children in 
their choir robes, singing around the 
Junior Church pulpit, and a donation 
for the printing from one of the 


elders. This bulletin has a unique and 
significant meaning to the members. It 
is not only an order of morning wor- 
ship service, but a sheet which con- 
tains news items and suggestions for 
Christian action, as well as lists of 
books for parents and also the boys and 
girls to read. 

A retreat was held at the director’s 
home when the pastor and one of the 
elders with twelve boys and girls con- 
secrated and prepared the grape juice 
which will be used for communion. 

The young people conduct their own 
order of service, read the scripture, 
the responsive selection, collect the of- 
fering and sing the doxology over it 
when it has been placed upon the altar. 
They also put flowers on the altar in 
time of death or sorrow or joy. These 
are sent to the sick or to cheer some 
one at home. Bulbs are being grown 
to use for this specific purpose. Some 






of the members have written poetry 
which has been read during the service. 
There is a nucleus of a group which is 
beginning to tell the Repp story. The 
League for Service of which Grace 
Johnson is the head, aims to embroider 
such material properties as the petite 
point for the old church pulpit chairs, 
to visit the members and to investigate 
needy people in the community, to give 
comfort and companionship to those 
who need brotherly love and to give 
service in Christ’s name. 


MORNING WORSHIP 
“The Lord is in His holy Temple. 
Let all the earth keep silence before 


Him.” 
Prelude __ Coe Berwald 
Call to Worship 
Poetry ____- From Oriental Literature 


Hymn No. 47 
Responsive Reading_._Mary Alice Cain 
Morning Prayer 

O Thou who coverest Thyself with 
light as with a garment, shine Thou 
in us, putting to flight all the forces 











COVER DESIGN FOR THE JUNIOR CHURCH WORSHIP FOLDER 
Our impression is made from the actual linoleum block used by the Junior Church 
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of darkness and guilt, of sin and self- 
ishness. Shine also through us to any 
who live in shadow. Help us to be good 
to our fathers and mothers, to orphans 
and to the poor, to our neighbors and 
to our companions. Guide the rulers 
of America. Help them to govern the 
affairs of this land because they see 
Christ’s way. Amen. (Silence) 
Lord’s Prayer. 

Scripture Lesson 
Offertory and Doxology 

“All things come of Thee, O Lord, 


and of Thine own have we _ given 
Thee.” 


Hymn No. 47 
Repp Story 
The Four-leaved Clover—Mrs. Hallie 
Craytor. 
Supplication 
Benediction 
Will each one of you set aside five 
minutes on Monday at seven o’clock 
when you will be quiet and ask God’s 
care for our pastor, who is in the 
hospital? | 


BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Taken from the weekly calendar of 
the Junior Church, North Presbyterian 
Church, Cleveland, Ohio.) 


For Children 
The Story of the Bible by W. R. 
Bowie. | 
The Life of Our Lord by Charles 
Dickens. 
Stories From the Old Testament by | 
M. F. Petersham. | 
For Fathers and Mothers 
Do Adolescents Need Parents? by 
K. W. Taylor 

In Defense of Our Children by B. I. 
Beverly. 

Parents, Children and Money by S. 
M. Gruenberg. 











MY DREAM 
Mark 1:19-20 
Last night I had a strange, strange 
dream, 
’Twas down by Galilee, 
I was a fisher, mending nets, 
When Jesus came to me. 


Beside Him came both James and John, 
Peter and Andrew, too, 

Men who had left their broken nets 
To find a life anew. 


He came so near I felt His power, 
“Come after me,” He said, 

But I was busy, mending nets, 
To him I shook my head. 


Then I awoke from that strange dream, 
I wonder what might have been, 

If I had followed the Christ of all, 
And become a fisher of men? 


A. L. Burgreen, 
Brooklyn, New York. 








Get behind the plow! 


HE WORK of cultivating the tremendous field of spiritual illicer- 
acy has been delegated to the national church organizations. That 
the field needs cultivation badly is borne out by the staggering fact that 
seventeen million boys and girls of school age have never attended a 
church school! Thousands more are indifferently taught. In the final 
analysis the plow that tills this fallow field is the local church. The sup- 


port you give your own publishing house through your purchases of 
lesson materials will determine to a large extent the success of the far- 
flung cooperative ‘‘planting’’ program. For greatest efficiency, your 
purchasing power must be conserved and concentrated in the proper 
channels. Otherwise there is but faine hope of sharing together in an 
abundant harvest of souls for Christ. If YOUR church is not whole- 
heartedly ‘‘behind the plow,”’ as determined by its patronage of your 
official publishing house, won’t you reconsider this important matter 
today—call a meeting if necessary, get samples of the lesson materials, 


write to the address below. 


This is a joint message from twenty-eight members 

of the Publishers Section of the International Coun- 

cil of Religious Education, for the purpose of pro- 

moting full cooperation between individual churches 
and their own publishing houses. 


PROGRESS}. JS Your PUBLISHING | 
FUBLISHING Fe Z S HOUSE NFEDS / 
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Action! If you will write to Publishers Section, P. O. Box 67, Chicago, Illinois, giving 
your name, address, national church affiliation, and office, you will be sent full details and 
prices of your own official publications. 
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An Evangelical Looks at Symbolism 


by David Loegler 


The author of this article is one of the ministers of the new 


Church of the Redeemer (Evangelical), Cleveland, Ohio. 


For 


some years he has been both a student and practitioner of Chris- 


tian symbolism. 


He gives his conception of the part it should 


have in our Protestant worship. 


HERE are many descriptions or 

definitions of a symbol. Dean Inge 

says that symbols are the “flesh 
and bone of ideas.” Symbols began to 
be used because the true meaning of 
the Christian faith is beyond word ex- 
pression. The Jewish people were 
limited in their vocabulary and used 
numbers to describe the indescribable. 
experiences are the images of 
unexplainable of a deeper 


Our 
things 
reality. 
not represent the 
embodies it. It 


does 
gospel but 
brings it. The oak tree is embodied in 
the acorn. We look for its meaning 
through the acorn yet completely out- 
side of it. We look for the meaning of 
the gift beautifully wrapped through 
the package yet completely outside of 
it. So with symbolism. It is the hand 
that defends the sacredness of our gos- 
pel. The greatest justification for the 
use of symbols is Jesus. He spoke of 
himself in a symbolic manner: “I am 
the bread of life.” “I am the light of 
the world.” “I am the good shepherd.” 
God through who is the 
“very image of his substance.” Jesus’ 


Symbolism 
divine 


spoke one 


” 
conception of God as a loving father 
He shared with 
us a spiritual religion yet told us to 
observe the sacrament “till he come.” 
He taught through the beautiful sym- 
bols “the lily of the field”; “the birds 
of the air”; “the and_ the 
branches”; “the bread and the wine.” 

A symbol has for its purpose the 
linking of the will with the aroused 
emotion. An change 
seeks an outward expression. 


is obviously symbolic. 


vine 


inward always 
“If ye 
leve me keep my commandments.” Out- 
ward acts always aid the imagination 
faith. Jesus often said “this do.” 

It is necessary to point out that sym- 
bolism as an aid to worship is Chris- 
tian. If used as a substitute for reli- 
gion, it is pagan. 


and 


It is natural for man to use symbols. 
Aristotle says, “the spoken words are 
symbols of mental experiences and the 
written words are the symbols of 
spoken words.” Nature is a symbol of 


the thoughts of God. Science needs 
symbols to make things clear. Religion 
does also. 

There are natural symbols 
cne uses without thinking about the 


which 


form. 
hands—bend our knees when we come 
into the presence of God. 

The use of ritual or symbols has 
been greatly handicapped by anti- 
Roman prejudices. Protestants have 
not fully decided what is anti-Roman. 
A young lady recently told a minister 
of an evangelical church that receiv- 
ing communion at the altar is consid- 
ered by many in her church (Presby- 
terian) as a Romanizing influence. The 
minister kindly and smilingly reminded 
her that the wearing of the Geneva 
gown in the pulpit was also a Roman 
heritage. She vehemently protested 
saying that the latter custom was not 
aping the Roman Catholics. The 
wearing of the gown was the respect 


that was shown for the office of the 
minister. 
To use ritual or symbolism is no 


more Romanizing than the singing of 
the beautiful hymn “Faith of our 
fathers” which is in our hymnal even 
though it was written by the Roman 
Catholic Frederick William Faber. 

John Wesley passed the criticism on 
German writers of his day by saying 
that they were victims of an “over- 
grown fear of popery.” There are 
some Protestants who see Rome lurk- 
ing in the barest of worship. We are 
so afraid of form yet we sing hymns 
that have been put into the form of 
poetry. We hear words that come to 
us in the form of a sermon. We read 
from a book that has been put into the 
form of a Bible. 

Dr. Edwyn Bevan in his little book, 
Christianity, says that Protestants 
may have thought it wrong to use a 
material crucifix in order to see before 
their eyes the supreme self-sacrifice; 
but they did use all of the resources 
of language to create in the mind a 
visual image exactly corresponding: 


When I survey the Wonderous Cross 


We close our eyes—clasp our 


Where the young Prince of Glory died 

See from His Head, His Hands, His 
Feet 

Sorrow and Love flow mingled down. 


I may disabuse myself of the worry 
that a candle in the church may break 
down the freedom of spirit, as long as 
a hymn such as “The Light of the 
World is Jesus” is necessary to keep 
my faith alive to its deeper implica- 
To argue for the use of symbol- 
the church is not of the es- 
sence of our faith. Neither is the 
argument against. It has a common 
sense basis however. It seeks to elim- 
inate distractions and irritations from 
the souls of men. I believe that it has 
been sufficiently pointed out that there 
are certain dangers and limitations in 
the use of symbols. There is, how- 
ever, the great danger of entirely fore- 
going their There are dangers 
and limitations in everything. There 
is a danger of a preacher preaching 


tions. 
ism in 


use. 


a good sermon since hearers may read 
into the than is meant. 
Language Has Its Limitations 


sermon more 
Language has its limitations. Each 
is limited to words to express 

There are the limita- 
beliefs. “I believe, help 
Christian 


of us 
his thoughts. 
tions of our 
mine unbelief.” 
has a perfect right to suggest that we 
“spirit and in 
remember’ that 
have an 


conscience 


must worship God in 
truth” 
“spirit” 


provided we 
and “truth” 
image. Symbols, if properly used, will 
never lead away from the freedom of 
spirit any more than the ordered word 
ing of a hymn deadens its freedom as 
we sing it. The form of a beautiful 
sunset never excludes spontaneity. It 
makes exaltation possible. The fear of 
the limitations of anything usually 
leads to the committing of a greater 
sin. The church opposed the theatre 
and in their opposition walked directly 
into a theatre-planned auditorium. The 
church opposed the use of the altar 
and put the pulpit in the center only 
to be misled by the greater danger of 
“sermon stunts” and “secular lectures.” 
Churches opposed display of every kind 
and yet never realized the still greater 
sin of the “cute,” “decorative,” and 
“gaping” display of the organ pipes 
to the glory of some donor and not 
to God. This is what happens when 
cur inaccuracy of life and thought is 
matched with the greater adequacy of 
cur Christian faith. 

The limitations of the symbol are 


must 
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its own safeguard against its inade- 
quacy. The dangers must be under- 
stood but must not prevent the wor- 
shipper from utilizing the helpful sug- 
gestions that open the way for God 
to enter and for a most true experience. 
The proper use of symbols in an or- 
dered worship service leads away from 
the greater danger previously men- 
tioned. Its use keeps us harnessed to 
corporate devotion, a deeper reverence 
and elimination of distractions. These 
purposes led to the cultivation and use 
of symbols in the Christian faith. Our 
church fathers realized the distraction 
of a choir lifted high in front of a 
congregation and suggested that the 
vestments of the choir might help to 
relieve the glare of the human in our 
divine worship. 

John Wesley, the father of modern 
evangelism, always asserted that evan- 
gelism was supplementary to ordered 
worship and emphasized the value of 
sacramental and liturgical devotion. 

The heart of our worship and of 
cur evangelism is identical. We seek 
to emphasize “God’s approach to man.” 
Logical speech is at a loss to explain 
the reality lying behind the apparent 
world. The tears of a mother reveal 
a love, but also conceal how deep that 
love is. Symbolism seeks for the fuller 
meaning of God’s love. It is incompre- 
hensible. “Religion is concerned with 
the inexpressable kind of reality.” God 
hides himself from us, not from un- 
willingness to communicate with us, 
but out of consideration lest our per- 
sonality should suffer. The weight of 
God’s personality must not injure man 
but bless him. We can only observe 
the sun through darkened glasses. The 
corn must be protected by the ear, the 
stalk, the husk, to be adequately ap- 
preciated. We reach the corn indi- 
rectly through the seed and husk. The 
factor that makes our Christianity 
worth while is that God knows and un- 
derstands us. A true approach to God, 
therefore, is indirect from our side. 
We meet him through the sacraments 
and the Bible. We must approach him 
“through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Symbolism and Worship 

True religion is sincere worship. 
Worship is founded upon not what I 
am but what “thou art.” He is our 
father. Worship is based not upon 
what I give but what God gives. “God 
so loved” the world that “he gave.” 
“How much more shall your heavenly 
father give to you?” 

Symbolism impels us to shrink from 
the childishness of our faith which 
suggests what God may do by causing 
us to remember what God has done. 

(Turn to next page) 
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As we lift up our eyes for help, we realize that only with 
Divine Guidance can we hope to survive, either as a nation 


or as individuals. 


In such times as these our worship and our Prayers are 
enriched through daily devotions as provided in The Upper 
Room. Perhaps that is one reason why the regular quarterly 
circulation of this publication reached a record high with the 


January - February - March issue — 1,315,550 copies. 


You, your group, or your congregation will surely find 
The Upper Room just as helpful as do these 1,315,550 readers. 


The cost is trivial — the return often priceless. 


The issue for April- May-June (the 
Easter quarter) is now ready. Don’t miss 


it. Order your full requirements today. 


Ten or more copies on consignment 
to one address, 5 cents each, post- 
paid, with privilege of returning un- 
used and unsold copies at our ex- 
pense. Single yearly subscription, 30 
cents, postpaid; foreign, 40 cents. 
Four years $1.00; Foreign $1.35. 


Send all orders to 


THE UPPER ROOM 


307 American Trust Bldg., Nashville, Tenn. 
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WHAT A WEBSTER-RAULAND 
SOUND SYSTEM 
MEANS TO YOUR CHURCH 


Happy is the minister whose church is 
equipped with a WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound 
System. For here is the dignified way to ex- 
press the spirit of your church for all to hear. 
And when all can hear, the invitation of your 
church to worship, is powerfully enhanced. 
You will find WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound Sys- 
tems low in cost, easily adaptable for con- 
cealed installation, simple to operate, de- 
pendable. They are the choice of churches of 
every size, everywhere. 


A WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound System puts on 
end to voice-strain, puts an end to ear-strain, 
Because your voice is reinforced, you can speak 
in notural tones and your congregation will 
heor you clearly throughout the church. 


let the full natural beauty of WEBSTER- 
RAULAND amplified chime and organ music 
from your church tower issue your friendly 
invitation to worship. Let your church impress 
your community with its rich, spiritual expression. 





{ A WEBSTER-RAULAND Sound System has pro- 
vision for the attachment of hearing-aids for 
the hard-of-hearing members of your con- 
gregation so that all may enjoy full porticipa- 
tion in the church service. 


ZERO HUM LEVEL ond what it meons to your church—you 
simply don't want ony electrical disturbance or annoying 
hum when the amplifier is operating. You do want absolute 
quiet except for the sound of voice or music being amplified. 
Only Webster-Ravland Master Amplifiers give you this result. 


There is a WEBSTER-RAULAND System 
for your church * Write for details 





WEBSTER-RAULAND 


4245 N. Knox Avenue 
Chicago, Ili. Dept. 8M 


Please send me full details cbout Webster-Rauland 
Church Sound Systems 


Nome 
Church 


City sienn SS 


WEBSTER-CHICAGO 
SOUND DIVISION 


WEBSTER-RAULAND 








4O4U5 N Knox Avs 


Chicago, Ill. 
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An Evangelical Looks at 


Symbolism 

(From page 27) 
Christianity thus comes into its own as 
it becomes for us an appreciation of 
God’s strength and love, instilling a 
deep confidence, humility and trust. 


Symbolism helps us to realize the 
truth expressed by Dr. Hallesby that 
“the greatest power that God exercises 
is over himself.” Light is controlled— 
“the sun shall not smite us by day.” 
God’s control of himself can be seen 
fully in the cross where our evil is the 
avenue to find salvation. The cross 
will remain the great symbol at the 
heart of the universe until man does 
find it true for himself. 

There is much in our religion that 
needs to be approached from the hum- 
ble yet sincere attitude “I know not,” 
“T only know,” “He knows all.” What 
we do know is the part that has to do 
with God’s nature and what he is in 
himself. God is beyond every possible 
conception, every possible image. Sym- 
bolism helps us to maintain that truth 
even though there is a crying dispro- 


| portion between the image and the re- 
| ality it represents. 





' 


| for what he was and is. 


When we keep our mind upon God 
and his nature we are kept from the 
esoteric viewpoint of religion so pre- 
valent among certain Protestant 
groups. There is only one gospel. What 
appears to be an honor to God in a 
direct approach through our thoughts 
on second consideration dishonors him 
by identification with a feeble and neg- 
ative impotence of thought in remain- 
ing content with those limitations 
which God for his own good has im- 
posed upon us. Whatever science may 
reveal in terms of glory of man, reli- 
gion always suggests that in the high- 
est sense man is the creature, God is 
the creator. 

“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that 
Corinthians 2:9. 

The greatest saints never condemned 
themselves for any use of symbolism 
since they realized they were the serv- 
ants he was the master. 

Many sincere Christians say all that 
is necessary is to know Christ and 
have direct contact with him. This 
sounds like true and genuine devotion 
but on second thought may reveal 
otherwise. We want to know Christ 
We want to 


_know him for what he did and said. 


Christ must be interpreted as the Son 
of God. As the Savior of man. 


Symbolism must tell a story. It 


love him.’—I 


must serve as an invitation as truly as 
the story of the Good Shepherd. As 
flowers call our minds to the thought 
of immortality, so candles must serve 
to remind us of Christ as the “light of 
the world.” Symbolism helps us to find 
at our finger tips those things which 
we have preached and sung. It must 
proclaim the truth to the stranger 
within our doors. There must be hon- 
esty in symbolism. Dr. Quick says that 
“a symbol takes its character from 
what is known by it.” Everything that 
appeals to the eye or ear, anything 
that opens the way to the soul should 
be brought into service. Nothing 
should be discarded, regardless of its 
origin, unless it is definitely symbolic 
of a false belief. 

In conclusion may I say that the 
symbol is the disguise under which we 
find the real Christianity. It does not 
end with the symbol any more than the 
food ends with the eating. Bread is 
the disguise of the blood and energy of 
the human body. The symbol is the 
disguise of the blood and energy of the 
human soul. Symbolism is not the sole 
property of any one denomination but 
is the vocabulary of a sincere church. 
It shows not. how little we think of God 
but how much. It makes us realize 
that we need all of the help possible— 
the Bible, the sacraments, a saviour 
who gave his life to become symbolic 
ef the greatest love ever expressed. 
Symbolism calls for a consistent spirit. 
We use candles at Christmas time to 
symbolize Jesus as “The light of the 
world.” Is he not always the “light 
of the world?” 





EVER DEEPENING LOVE 


I talked some years ago with a dear 
old couple who were celebrating the 
sixtieth anniversary of their wedding. 
I quoted to them the words of Mark 
Twain, where he said: “You have got 
to be married for a quarter of a cen- 
tury before you know the meaning of 
true love.” In reply, my friend put his 
arm tenderly round his wife, who had 
journeyed with him on so long a pil- 
grimage, and, with a quiet smile, he 
said: “Mark Twain didn’t know any- 
thing about it. You have got to be 
married for sixty years before you 
know the meaning of love.” 

How beautiful it is to see two souls 
like these, perfectly joined together. 
having come through dark days and 
bright days, always bearing and shar- 
ing each other’s sorrows and joys, and 
entering into an ever deepening inti- 
macy as the years pass by. From 
Fifth Avenue Sermons by J. Suth- 
erland Bonnell; Harper & Brothers. 
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The Evangelism of 


Christ’s Passion 
by Nelson Schuster* 


VERY minister is confronted with | 


the subject of Easter Evangelism. 
How can he best prepare for his 
ingathering? Shall he seek the serv- 


ices of the professional or shall he in- | 


spire his own people to this first task 
of the church? 


For those ministers who do their | 
own preaching, this suggested pre- | 


Easter program will relieve much 
anxiety in sermon preparation and pro- 
vide the minister more time with his 
prospects. 

The writer, with the assistance of a 
synoptic gospel or a four-fold gospel, 
assembled the entire story of Christ’s 
Passion in its chronological order. It 
was divided into three parts: Surrender, 
Trial and Crucifixion. With the excep- 
tion of a brief introduction to each 
part the scriptural language composed 
the entire sermon. On Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday evenings before 
Easter they were presented. All of the 
lights were extinguished except the 
cross and the pulpit lights. 


This program could well be divided 
into five services according as the min- 
ister expanded the events of Holy Week. 
There is as much room for variety as 
there are preachers. Whatever the min- 
ister’s dramatic ability may be he can 
bring it to good advantage as he in- 
terprets the scriptural language. There 
is unlimited freedom in the matter of 
musical accompaniment or the addition 
of appropriate poetry to enrich the 
Biblical content. Communion may be 
served on Holy Thursday according to 
the practice of the individual congre- 
gation. Personal workers who will 
make calls on behalf of Christ can 
easily find time for same during this 
type of meeting. 

This is a program that can be re- 
peated each year to the congregation’s 
inspiration. It will never become tire- 
some until the passion of Christ has 
lost its appeal to the hearts of. man, 
and that is never. Above all, it chal- 
lenges the minister to give a soul-stir- 
ring interpretation of his Master’s Pas- 
sion. 





*Minister, Broadway Christian Church, Pueblo, 
Colorado. 








FILMS FOR THE CHURCH 


A selective rental service. High quality films 
only. Manuals provided. Distributors of Re- 
ligious Teaching Pictures. 


Write for Information 


Religious Film Service 
Richmond, Illinois 
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WE STAND 


substantial war contracts. 


@ROYAL folding chairs are 
comfortable, sturdy, flat fold- 
ing. Guaranteed for 10 years. 
Steel, upholstered or mason- 
ite seats. Write for catalog. 


ROYAL METAL MFG. CO. 


188 N. Michigan Ave., Dept. C, CHICAGO 


New York Toronto 


HERE’S HOW 


The biggest job facing us—and you—is to 
help win the war. Already we’ve taken some 
We don’t know 
about the future, but so far as right now is 
concerned, we can make delivery promptly 
on all Royal folding chair orders. 
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First, a trip to your nearest book store! 
Lovely cards in reverent mood are here for your 
selection for children, Sunday school pupils, 
friends and acquaintances. Remember them all. 
Then take care of church needs too! 


For the Program Service 


ST944. Folders showing one of the most famous Biblical 
scenes—Jesus and the Women at the Tomb. Richly colored 
and printed on a fine linen stock. Size, 84x11 inches flat. 
$1.50 a hundred; $10.00 a thousand, delivery extra. 


Offering Envelopes to Match! 


ST973. Size, 31/16x5% inches. 75 cents a hundred; $1.85 
for two hundred and fifty; $2.75 for five hundred; $4.50 for 
a thousand. 


Beautiful Easter Folders for 


pastors, teachers, superintendents and Christian workers. 
$S567. Colorful tulip and cross design, Bible message and 
Easter sentiment. French fold. 4x5 inches. 5 cents each. 


Invitation Cards 


ST182. For every member of the church. Colorful design 
with a Bible verse in a cordial invitation message. 20 cents 
a dozen; $1.25 a hundred. 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPIIA icccc ccc ccocccs Witherspoon Building 

DE I ano os 6 euNic cna-o tke cis 156 Fifth Avenue 

Pee FINS a p'od sks weswauevadeotd Granite Building ORDER 
I ia oceans ic 8 South Dearborn Street NOW 


OP 3 ae 311 South Spring Street 











CHURCH MANAGEMENT for March, 1942 





An Easter Service of Poetry and Song 


‘Master Prelate” .............5 Stults 
Call to Worship 
Softly now the light of day 
Fades upon my sight away; 
Free from care, from labor free, 
Lord, I would commune with Thee. 


Thou, whose all-pervading eye 
Naught escapes, without, within! 
Pardon each infirmity, 

Open fault, and secret sin. 


Soon for me the light of day 
Shall forever pass away; 
Then, from sin and sorrow free, 
Take me, Lord, to dwell with Thee. 
George Washington Doane. 
Hymn 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our foolish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
In purer lives Thy service find, 
In deeper reverence, praise. 


In simple trust like theirs who heard 
Beside the,Syrian sea, 

The gracious calling of the Lord, 

Let us, like them, without a word 
Rise up and follow Thee. 


Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and 
stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace. 


John G. Whittier. 

Prayer 

O Thou living Christ, manifest Thy- 
self to us. We thank Thee that Thou 
dost manifest Thyself to those who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness. 
We praise Thee that Thou didst break 
the bonds of death on the first Easter, 
and appeared unto those whose hearts 
were prepared to receive Thee. Take 
away the dimness of our sight that we 
may see Thee more perfectly in all Thy 
mighty processes in the world today. 
Give unto us a vision of that higher 
life which we may enter if we are 
obedient unto Thy commands. Grant 
unto us the strength sufficient to live 
the victorious life. May Thy spirit 
dwell within us at all times, transform- 
ing us into the kind of followers that 
Thou wouldst have us be. In Thy name 
we pray. Amen. 

Alice Bays. 
A. THE CROSS 

Seriptare...........- Matthew 27:33-37 


“When they came to a place called 
Golgotha (meaning the place of a skull) 
they gave him a drink of wine mixed 
with bitters; but when he tasted it he 
would not drink it. Then they crucified 
him, distributed his clothes among them 
by drawing lots, and sat down there to 
keep watch over him. They also put 
over his head his charge in writing: 
This is Jesus the King of the Jews.” 

(Moffatt). 


*Minister, First Methodist Church, Mount Dora, 
Florida. 


by Kenneth G. Rogers* 


Response 


His cross was but a common thing of 
cypress wood 

Upon a tired hill, desolate, it stood 

And yet its arms have reached from sea 
to sea. 

Arms so strong that they have set men 
free. 


My cross can never stretch its arms 
from sea to sea, 
But it can raise my heart to God and 


set me free. 
Dora Byron. 


Leader 


He was a dreamer, so men looked at 
Him 

From under drooping lids with alien 
eyes, 

Counting His promised Kingdom but a 
whim, 

A half-wit’s fancy in a noble guise! 


And stung by His barbed words, they 
sneered until 

Having one day more courage than be- 
fore 

They nailed Him to a Cross, on a high 
hill, 

Thinking to close His lips for ever- 
more. 

What fools they were! With every 
hammer blow 

They sent His story ringing down the 
years, 

That One had lived and loved all peo- 
ple so 

That He would die for them in blood 
and tears. 

Dorothy Louise Thomas. 


Response 
I know not how that Calvary’s Cross 
A world from sin could free; 
I only know its matchless love 
Has brought God’s love to me. 
Harry W. Farrington. 
Leader 
Calvary is a continent 
Today. The world 
Is but a vast and terrible 
New Golgotha. 
E. Merrill Root. 


Response 


O blasphemous and blind! 
Rejoice at Eastertide 
When Christ is risen but to be 
Recrucified ? 


Shall we 


E. Merrill Root. 


Story 
“The Hound of Heaven” by Francis 
Thompson. 


Response 

I sought the Lord, and afterward I 
knew 

He moved my soul to seek Him, seek- 
ing me; 


It was not I that found, O Saviour true, 
No, I was found of Thee. 


Hymn 

“Are ye able,” said the Master, 

“To be crucified with me?” 

“Yea,” the sturdy dreamers answered, 
“To the death we follow Thee.” 


Chorus 
“Lord, we are able,” our spirits are 
Thine, 
Remold them, make us, like Thee, Di- 
vine. 


Thy guiding radiance above us shall be 
A beacon to God, to love and loyalty. 


“Are ye able” to remember, 
When a thief lifts up his eyes, 
That his pardoned soul is worthy 
Of a place in Paradise? 


“Are ye able?” still the Master 
Whispers down eternity, 
And heroic spirits answer 
Now, as then, in Galilee. 
Earl Marlatt. 


Offertory 
ee Morrison 
B. EASTER 
PC nnccamnedkenn John 20:1, 11-18 


“On the first day of the week, very 
early, while it was still dark, Mary of 
Magdala came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from 
it. . . . Mary remained standing near 
the tomb, weeping aloud. She did not 
enter the tomb, but as she wept she 
stooped and looked in, and saw two 
angels clothed in white raiment, sit- 
ting one at the head and one at the 
feet where the body of Jesus had been. 
They spoke to her. ‘Why are you 
weeping?’ they asked. ‘Because,’ she 
replied, ‘they have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they 
have put him.’ While she was speak- 
ing she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but did not recognize 
him. ‘Why are you weeping?’ he 
asked; ‘whom are you looking for?’ 
She, supposing that he was the gar- 
dener, replied, ‘Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have put 
him and I will remove him.’ ‘Mary!’ 
said Jesus. She turned to him. ‘Rab- 
boni!’ she cried in Hebrew: the word 
means ‘Teacher.’ ... Mary of Magdala 
came and brought word to the disciples. 
‘I have seen the Lord,’ she said.” 

(Weymouth). 


Response 


he world cannot bury Christ. 
he earth is not deep enough for His 
tomb; 
The clouds are not wide enough for His 
winding sheet. 
He ascends into the heavens, 
But the heavens cannot contain Him. 
He still lives—in the church which 
burns unconsumed with His love; 
In the truth that reflects His image; 
In the hearts which burn as He talks 
with them by the way. 


Unidentified. 
Leader 
There is no death. For year on year, 
reborn, 
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I wake to larger life, to joy more great. 

So many times have I been crucified, 

So often seen the resurrection morn, 

I go triumphant, though new Calvaries 
wait. 


Response 
Bring resurrection daily to my hears 
Master, I pray; 
No special season would I set apart 
In ritualistic way, 
But let my purpose so reflect Thy liv- 
ing 
That through my touch may pass divine 
life giving, 
And seeing Thee in me today 
Some souls shall say, 
“The Lord is risen today.” 
Margaret Walker Clapp. 


Leader 

Easter must be reclaimed. 

Too long the world has missed the 
Easter glow, 

Charmed by the glitter of a fashion 
show; 

A dress parade; a gala holiday, 

With church-bound manikins upon dis- 


play. 
The faith of Easter never will be 
caught 
By making Christ a fleeting after- 
thought. 
George W. Wiseman. 
Response 


Easter must be redeemed 
From revelry that marks the end of 


Lent, 

And worshipers who yearly are con- 
tent 

To journey to God’s house, and then 
forget 


That Christ still lives when Easter’s 
sun has set. 
The vision fades; the power soon is 
lost 
If Easter does not lead to Pentecost. 
George W. Wiseman. 


Story 

“The Toiling of Felix” by Henry van 
Dyke. 
Affirmation of Faith 

I believe that the life everlasting 
flows from the Fatherhood of God as 
the stream from the spring. I believe 
that the Risen Christ is the visible wit- 
ness to the sublime truth that the grave 
has no victory, and death no sting. I 
believe that immortality is something 
to be lived rather than something to be 
proved. I believe that the universe is 
God’s house, that this world is not the 
only habitat of the living, but that in 
His house are many rooms. I believe in 
holding daily life under the quiet light 
of eternity, and in pasturing our 
thoughts in the amazing love of God. 

Frances J. Olcott. 


Anthem : 

“He taves Agua”. ......... Von Berge 
C. INTO ALL THE WORLD 

Scripture............ Matthew 28:16-20 


“As for the eleven disciples, they de- 
parted for Galilee to the hill where 


Jesus had arranged to meet them. There 


they saw him and prostrated them- 
selves before him. Yet some doubted. 
Jesus however came near and said to 
them, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go there- 
fore and make disciples of all the na- 
tions; baptize them into the name of 
(Turn to next page) 
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Service Folders for Easter 
Lithographed in Five Colors 


If you have not seen samples on the new four-page service folders for 
Easter, be sure to write for samples at once. 
colored folders we have ever produced. 


Prices 
Large Size Small Size 
Size 5'.x8'% when folded Size 354x614 when folded 
ee eC See $ 1.50 PON es tee Le $ .75 
We > nu eect eee 3.50 \ | [SSS Ree ee 8 1.75 
le a ary 6.00 si hs Ae ee ee ee 8 ee 3.00 
POG s >= 46 oo ee 10.00 Pe | | a are ee 5.00 


Order From Your Church Supply House 


or 


AUGSBURG PUBLISHING HOUSE, Minneapolis 
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Worship and Song 
T Available in Two Beautiful Red Bindings 
Cloth, 


| FI Paper (heavy and durable), 20 cents a 
copy in quantities; Single copy, 25 cents 


Transportation charges extra 


| “A real need has been met in the publication of 
| #y this hymnal. 

| a section of well-selected worship helps. 
| combination—with the extremely low prices for the book in the two bindings 


Rev. Robert G. Armstrong, D. D., Sunerintendent of 
New Hampshire Congregational Christian Conference 


Ata % 


New 


cents a copy in quantities; 
Single copy, 40 cents 


It has a fine variety of hymns and | 
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NEW AND DIFFERENT! 


Easter Hymns in Kodachrome 
“Christ Arose” and ‘‘He Lives,” both for $5.50 
Use Bond Sermon Series designed for your 
Lenten and Passion Week services. $2 and $2.50 

Send for FREE Circulars 
BOND SLIDE COMPAN Y—Dept. CM 
68 W. Washington St. Chicago, Illinois 
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ature in colors. Shows all models. See 
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FREE COURSE IN TYPi INCLUDED. 


INTERNATIONAL TYPEWRITER EXCH. 
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Easter Service 
(From page 31) 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit and teach them to observe 
every command which I have given you. 
And remember, I am with you always, 
day by day, until the Close of the 
Age’.” 

(Weymouth). 


Response 
Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, 
“Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white and harvests waiting, 
Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth, 
Rich reward He offers thee; 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
“Here am I; send me, send me’? 
If you cannot cross the ocean 
And the heathen lands explore, 
You can find the heathen nearer, 
You can help them at your door; 
Gladly take the task He gives you; 
Let His work your pleasure be; 
Answer quickly when He calleth, 
“Here am J, send me, send me.” 

D. March. 


Leader 

Hold high the torch! 

You did not light its glow— 

’Twas given you by other hands, you 
know. 

’Tis yours to keep it burning bright, 

Yours to pass on when you no more 
need light; 

For there are other feet that we must 


guide, 

And other forms go marching by our 
side; 

Their eyes are watching every smile 
and tear 


And efforts which we think are not 
worth while, 

Are sometimes just the very helps they 
need, 

Actions to which their souls would give 
most heed; 

So that in turn they’ll hold it high 

And say, “I watched someone else carry 
it this way.” 

If brighter paths should beckon you to 
choose, 

Would your small gain compare with 
all you’d lose? 

Hold high the torch! 

You did not light its glow— 

’Twas given you by other hands, you 


know. 

I think it started down its pathway 
bright, 

The day the Maker said: “Let there be 
light.” 


And He, once said, who hung on Cal- 
vary’s tree— 

“Ye are the light of the world. . . Go! 
. . . Shine—for me!” 


Response 
Christ has no hands but our hands 
To do His work today; 
He has no feet but our feet 
To lead men in His way; 
He has no tongues but our tongues, 
To tell men how He died; 
He has no help but our help, 
To bring them to His side. 
Annie J. Flint. 


Leader 

Pass on the torch, pass on the flame; 
Remember whence its glory came, 

A darkened world awaits the light, 

The dawn of peace, the day of right. 
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New Home of Church Federation 








The new location and headquarters of the Los Angeles Federa- 
tion of Churches on 3330 West Adams Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, represents a forward step in the building of a solid phalanx of 


united effort. 


The picture shown on the front cover gives one an 


impression of stability and strength. The very battlements call down 
as it were the strains of the familiar hymn, “How Firm a Foundation,” 
and there comes back the refrain, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 
Built of paving brick and containing mahogany ballustrades within, 
the structure is unique for its strength and endurance. 








Response 

Lord Christ we take the torch from 
thee, 

We must be true, we must be free, 

And clean of heart and strong of soul, 

To bear the glory to its goal. 

O Lord of Life to Thee we kneel, 

Maker of men, our purpose seal; 

We will, for honor of Thy name, 

Pass on the torch, pass on the flame. 


Story 
“Quo Vadis.” 


Leader 
Where are you going, Christian, 
With your eager face, and your fiery 
grace? 

Where are you going, Christian? 
Response 
To fight a fight with all my might; 
For truth and justice, God and right. 
Leader 

Where are you going, Christian? 


Response 
To lift today above the past; 
To make tomorrow sure and fast. 


Leader 
Where are you going, Christian? 
Response 


To break down old dividing lines; 
To carry out my Lord’s designs. 


Leader 
Where are you going, Christian? 
Response 


To set all burdened peoples free, 
To win for all God’s liberty. 


Leader 
Then God go with you, Christian! 
John Oxenham (Adapted). 


Hymn 

Faith of our fathers! living still 

In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword, 
O how our hearts beat high with joy 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 


Faith of our fathers! we will strive 

To win all nations unto thee, 

And through the truth that comes from 
God 

Mankind shall then be truly free. 

Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 


Faith of our Fathers! we will love 

Both friend and foe in all our strife, 

And preach thee, too, as love knows 

how 

By kindly words and virtuous life: 

Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 

We will be true to thee till death. 
Frederick W. Faber. 


Benediction 

Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward 
way; 

With Thee began, with Thee shall end 
the day; 

Guard Thou the lips from sin, the 


hearts from shame, 
That in this house have called upon Thy 
Name. 
John Ellerton. 


Choral Response 


Postlude 
pene a ee 2 i Kern 
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C. 0.38 TO BE USED AS FARM 
LABORERS 

Washington, D. C_—Conscientious ob- 
jectors would be used as farm laborers 
under a plan now being worked out by 
the Selective Service Headquarters and 
the National Service Board for Reli- 
gious Objectors. 

It is expected that the plan will be 
launched as an experiment within a 
short time, and is designed to provide 
some relief for the growing scarcity 





of skilled farm labor, as well as the | 


need for increased farm production. 


The first experiments, which will be | 
on a small scale, will be launched in | 
each of three counties in New York, | 
Wisconsin and Massachusetts, ten men | 


being assigned to each county. 


While the small number of objectors | 


—there are 2100 of them—cannot pro- | 


vide any great relief in the labor short- 
age on the farms, it is felt that such 
work is of greater national importance 
than some other projects. 

The plan contemplates assignment 
of farm jobs to those conscientious ob- 
jectors who volunteer for them. It is 
pointed out some of the most efficient 
farmers come from the Quaker, Amish 
and Mennonite sects, which are among 
the sects opposed to war. 

While many details are yet to be 
worked out, plans call for turning over 
farm labor volunteers from among the 
objectors to the Agriculture Depart- 
ment’s county war boards. 

Under plans for the experiment, a 
particular board which had an _ ob- 
jector turned over to it, would canvass 
the neighborhood to determine where 
the objector could be used to best ad- 
vantage. He would be assigned to a 
farm where a skilled farm hand was 
needed and where the owner would 
promise not to hold the objector’s anti- 
war views ‘against him. While the 
farmer would not pay wages to the 
objector, he would be expected to pro- 
vide room and board. 





QUAKERS REPORTED FUNCTION- 
ING IN GERMANY 





London—A pamphlet issued by the | 


Northern (England) Friends’ Peace 


Board states that the small but active | 
groups of German Quakers are still | 


allowed to function in the Reich, and 
that their monthly periodical, Der Qua- 


ker, has continued to circulate uninter- | 
ruptedly. All references to current po- | 


litical and military events are avoided 
in its columns, but articles, couched in 
general terms, of a definitely Christian 
pacifist nature, have appeared from 
time to time, without protest from the 
Nazi authorities, it is stated. 


For Better Preaching and Better 


Teaching! 






* Enriched by knowledge 
and scholarship of modern 
times. Yet there has been 
no sacrifice of spiritual 
values or of fundamental 
faith. Rich in religious 
significance, but not a 
narrow doctrinal interpre- 
tation. Contributors chosen 
from many lands and wide 
range of denominations. 


The 
ABINGDON 


S woos DIBLE COMMENTARY 


| N 0 NE BI ND IN G 1452 pages; beautifully printed, 
Actually, we have here a condensed substantially bound in Library Buckram. Arranged to 
Bible Library—five helpful, fact- facilitate quick reference. In content and in presentation 
filled books within a single binding. it sets a new standard of service for pastors, teachers, 
laymen. So broad is the scope of this work, so sound its 
scholarship and theology, it has every promise of standing 
unchallenged for a generation. 

Advancing costs may soon force withdrawal of present 
low price and liberal terms. Don’t miss this opportunity! 


Mail Form Below to Your Religious Book Dealer 


(0 Send me ABINGDON BIBLE COMMENTARY. | 
ore is my O check 0 money order at 


$1.00. I promise to pay the remaining $4.00 in 2 
equal monthly payments of $2.00, beginning one 


month from this date. 


I 

. I 

O Please send me Full Particulars concerning ABING- I 
DON BIBLE COMMENTARY and the special time- 


payment plan. 


2 
e 
3 
® 





PINE is Mcaiietiisiediincrnnteialiintl 
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Note: If you have no account with us, please supply credit 
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CHOIR ROBES - - $3.00 Up CHOTIR 


COTRELL and LEONARD, Inc. 


Established 1832 
398 BROADWAY ALBANY, N. Y. 
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The Validity of the Absolute 


by, Edwin McNeill Poteat® 


From Dr. Poteat’s latest book we have selected this passage 

which deals with a very real problem of the pacifist and other 

absolutists. The passage is taken from the chapter, “Power and 
Loyalty,” based on a study of Thomas. 


BVIOUSLY the proper time for 
C) absolutes is when everything is 

absolutely all right, when there 
is rapture and unrealism, and the poets, 
the utopians and the soft-heads are in 
fine fettle. Conversely, the time for 
relativities is when everything is rela- 
tively all wrong. This pits the realists 
against the utopiates, the hard heads 
against the soft ones. The contest 
doesn’t last very long, for God is on 
the side of the hardest heads. So when 
war disturbs the lucubrations of the 
poet or some lesser calamity upsets the 
calculations of the builders of heaven, 
the choosing of absolutes is abandoned 
for the duration and we are admonished 
to try to accommodate ourselves to the 
dismal] business of getting on with the 
grim here-and-now. 

In such a circumstance it is well to 
remind ourselves that there are two 
sorts of absolutes, the metaphysical 
and the moral. The first sort gives 
very little trouble; once one has faced 
a metaphysical absolute squarely, he 
turns away with the feeling that it is 
quite beyond the possibility of com- 
prehension. He discovers the fact that 
the moment the absolute becomes the 
object of knowledge it becomes relative 
to the knower, and if it is relative, 
it has lost—if it ever had it—its ab- 
solute character. The easiet and quick- 
est way to get rid of a metaphysical 
absolute is to start thinking about it. 
Herbert Spencer was partially right in 
calling such things, including God, 
great unknowables; he would have been 
wholly right if he said that they can 
be known relatively. 

A moral absolute is a different mat- 
ter. It is not concerned with the ab- 
solutism of the thing contemplated, but 
with the absolutism of an act per- 
formed. Every act is absolute in terms 
of its uniqueness, relative in terms of 
its concomitants. One can thus be a 
moral absolutist concerning relative 
matters. Absolute devotion or repug- 
nance is wholly within the individual; 
and while his feeling may be directed 


*The selection is from the volume, “These 
Shared His Power,” by Edwin McNeill Poteat, 
published by Harper & Brothers. It is used by 
special permission. 


against anything or nothing, it is ab- 
solute in its own right. One’s love or 
hate may fall short of the ardor or the 
fury of another and still be absolute 
for the one experiencing the sensation. 
A good deal of confusion has come 
from the failure to dissociate these two 
types of absolute—the metaphysical 
and the moral, the objective and the 
subjective. While it is true to say that 
metaphysical absolutism is incompre- 
hensible, it is not true to say that 
moral absolutism is irrational. 


Our concern here, suggested by the 
experience of Thomas, is with the moral 
absolute, the power to make an ab- 
solute choice and stick to it. Simply 
stated, this means the absolute com- 
mitment of one’s self to an idea or a 
quality of action. St. Francis, we have 
been told, was an absolutist in his devo- 
tion to poverty. Of course, there is no 
such thing as absolute poverty, and if 
the hungry little man had sought it he 
would have found starvation. He was 
not absolutely devoted to absolute pov- 
erty, which is death; he was absolutely 
devoted to relative poverty, which was 
the manner of life he chose. When 
therefore we are told that we cannot 
choose absolutely because there are no 
absolutes but only a series of relativi- 
ties, or that we cannot choose good be- 
cause there is no absolute good but only 
a series of relative evils, the matter is 
mis-stated. We have confused a verb 
for a noun. We can choose absolutely, 
good or evil, or a compound of the two 
called compromise (or realism). In the 
latter case our absolute choice is for 
equivocation, and there is no lack of 
such choice. The most spectacular ab- 
solutism of the present situation is 
provided by the relativists whose choice 
of relatives is absolutistic. 


But are we wisely taught when we 
are told that since there is no absolute 
good (love, e.g.) we must choose the 
lesser of two evils? Surely the prac- 
tical result of this is that we find our- 
selves shut up to a choice within ab- 
solute evil. For if our only possible 
choice must be made within the cate- 
gory of evil—although we choose the 
best possible evil—we are denied the 





possibility of choosing a good—even 

though it be the least possible good. 

Thus the metaphysical relativist who 

flees from absolute good, impales him- 
self on absolute evil. 

As compromise is the basis of demo- 
cratic policies, so the possibility of 
making absolute choices is the basis 
of ethics. Not that the thing chosen 
shall be absolutely good or bad, but 
that the choice can be absolutely this 
or that. Otherwise ethical judgment, 
being determined not by one’s choice 
but by circumstances external to itself, 
is reduced to opportunism. This is be- 
havior in terms of relativities in the 
situation, instead of absolutes in the 
moral will. The end one chooses is de- 
termined by the means the moment 
demands. 

This problem is made exigent by the 
return of war and the ethical judg- 
ments that always associate themselves 
with it. As to the possibility of moral 
absolutism in war, the question is fairly 
simple. The act of taking another’s life 
may be regarded metaphysically as 
neither absolutely good nor absolutely 
evil; but my attitude and behavior in 
the matter can be absolute. Indeed, it 
will of necessity be absolute. I cannot 
relatively kill or permit to live. I will 
refuse to kill and stick to it or not. 
Whichever I do, I do absolutely. My 
choice may indicate, from the stand- 
point of realism or religion or what- 
not, that I am an absolute fool; but 
even then I might make a fair case, 
metaphysically, for the relativity of my 
folly. Having decided which—killing or 
being killed, if these are the alterna- 
tives—is ethically right, I can be ab- 
solutely faithful to my judgment. And 
though my judgment may be relatively 
right or wrong, wise or stupid, my 
resolution to stand by it can be ab- 
solute to the point of obstinacy. 

Have we not erred in allowing our 
judgment on war to crowd out our 
thinking on certain wider implications 
of the problem? Killing people having 
become a socially respectable business 
in war, we are shocked more by the 
problem posed by relativistic judgments 
on armed conflict than by its possible 
operation in other areas. involving 
moral choice. Take the matter of tell- 
ing the truth. Among decent people 
there is no equivocation here. Most of 
us are absolutely determined to tell the 
truth whether we know the absolute 
truth or not. We do not say that it is 









en 








wise to wait and see whether under 
certain contingencies we will lie or not; 
that since we cannot know absolute 
truth we will all deliberately be relative 
liars. No; our position here is differ- 
ent from the war question. If we were 
consistent with our war attitudes we 
would have to say that we will choose 
between big and little lies, since there 
is no choice between truth and false- 
hood. This is unthinkable, because it 
converts us all into liars. We must be 
absolutists here. 

Or consider thievery. If I say, come 
what may, I will not steal aught that 
my brother has, I am not condemned 
as a dreamer. Some of our relativists, 
however, to be consistent (which is 
realistic), should persuade me _ that 
after all to steal or not to steal is 
hardly the question. The important 
business concerns how much or how 
little I shall take, since I have no choice 
between stealing and not stealing. Or 
reflect a moment on chastity. Perhaps 
absolutism here is as outmoded as 
some say it is unnecessary. Who 
knows anyway what absolute chastity 
is; the Buchmanites? In default of such 
impeccable wisdom, do we feel it wise 
to turn morally relativistic on the 
point? The moral absolutist can say: 
I shall be utterly chaste; but it sounds 
both lewd—and that is bad enough— 
and inconsistent—which may be worse 
by modern standards—for the moral 
relativist to say (as he does regarding 
war) that since chastity is a choice 
between relativities, one need decide 
only as to the extent of one’s promis- 
cuity or whether one’s venery shall be 
with an amateur or a professional trol- 
lop. The moral relativists cannot have 
their cake and eat it. If they choose 
between lesser evils in the matter of 
murder, they must not complain if 
others exercise parallel liberty in all 
the categories of conduct. 

But war is different, we are told. In 
the matter of taking life, our alterna- 
tives are determined by a fundamental 
law—self-preservation. This operates 
less, if at all, in other categories. In 
war I must kill or be killed, and every 
biological impulse supports me in the 
former. It may be rationalized as a 
duty to the human race. Without dis- 
cussing here the question as to whether 
the biological law thus invoked is as 
primary as it is claimed to be (in the 
field of morals there is cogent argu- 
ment against its corollary), it may be 
pointed out that a similar case may be 
made out for other types of behavior. 
I can say: I shall tell the truth only 
when I am in no danger of libel, but 
if | am traduced, I shall perjure. I can 
Say: I shall respect the integrity of 
the private possessions of others only 
(Turn to next page) 
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MORE THAN 10,000 CHURCHES 
USE THESE INSPIRING BOOKS 


Christian Service Songs 
“The most inspirational hymn book I have ever seen,’’ 
wrote a pastor from Iowa, and that explains why Chris- 
tian Service Songs is the most popular song book we have 
ever published. 312 tested songs keyed into tempo of to- 
day. Expensive appearance, yet low in price. Strikingly 
beautiful “stay flat’”’ brown cloth board binding. $45 per 
100, not postpaid, single copy 60c. In heavy bristol 
paper, $30 per 100, not postpaid, 40c each. 


Youth Hymnal 

Helps the youth of today to “BE PREPARED FOR WHAT 
TOMORROW MAY BRING.’ . . . for the defense of a 
religious strongho!d; for life, for service, for a victorious 
American life. 224 pages, 34 worship programs, re- 
sponsive readings and prayers. New waterproof binding, 
dark blue with gold letter stamping—will not smear or 
spot with moisture—may be cleaned with a damp cloth. 
$45 per 100, not postpaid, single copy 60c. 

















oe Ministers, superintendents and committee members who are 
considering the purchase of song books... write for free sample 
copy. Feel free to write us about your music problems. 


The RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CG. 


DEPT. CM-3, WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 











THE CHURCH BECOMES THE 
CENTER OF THE COMMUNITY 


A special “Raid” record has been made up 
by means of which the local authorities 
can signal the com- 
munity. 






By microphone the spe- 
cific instructions can also 
be given directly to the 
community. 

Also bugle calls “Taps” 
in particular are now 
available. 

The regular bells and 
chimes records continue 
to serve. 


Write Chimes Headquarters 



























® 
ANGERTONE, INc. 
ELECTRIC~ MUSIC 
73 WINTHROP STREET NEWARK, N 
| 
COSTUMES FOR YOUR PLAY 
Hundreds of Churches pooner tes 
Are profiting by the use of our:— Historical Symbolic 
Church and S. S. Attendance Plan Flags of foreign countries. Ask for folder 
Detalls Free explaining our rental service. 
COSTUME BUREAU 
Church Attendance, Inc. Methodist Church 
506 Dime Bank Building, Detroit, Michigan 740 Rush Street Chicago, IIlinois 
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Validity of the Absolute 
(From page 35) 


so long as my own are inviolate; but 
if I feel a stealthy hand caressing my 
wallet I shall pick my neighbor’s pock- 
et. Would it make sense if a respectable 
matron announced that since she was 
in danger of being criminally assaulted, 
she would therefore commit adultery? 
Are my ethical standards contingent on 
moral reciprocity? ‘Shall we, in the 
face of dire circumstances, choose theft, 
falsehood and adultery sometimes, and 
at other times, when conditions are 
stabilized, choose honor, truth and 
purity? If that is the way we are to 
make our choice when it is demanded 
of us that we take the life of a fellow 
human, why not make it all-covering? 
The answer is that we shrink from re- 
ducing our moral judgments to op- 
portunism even though in special cases 
we argue that we must. At the last 
we seek to escape the odium of the 
opportunist by calling ourselves realis- 
tic. 

The fact is that war focuses a moral 
issue more sharply and decisively than 
anything else. When one is killed there 
is an appalling and absolute finality 
about it. It cannot be remedied like a 
lie, a theft, or an escapade, and so it 
must be extenuated. Dishonesty, steal- 
ing and adultery have never become 
“total” as war has, therefore total justi- 
fication is not sought for them as it is 
for war. If a nation dared to totalize 
all immorality within the orbit of war 
—and there is always this danger—it 
would find its life so terrible that, if 
its enemy did not overwhelm it, it 
would by its own hideous sins destroy 
itself. Thus the weight of moral danger 
involved in war becomes so imponder- 
ably great that it crushes all our earlier 
absolute moral judgments into grotes- 
que and relativistic shapes. It was not 
so much primitivism as primary wis- 
dom that established for an ancient 
nation a series of absolute prohibi- 
tions: thou shalt not steal, thou shalt 
not kill, thou shalt not commit adultery, 
thou shalt not bear false witness. There 
is no hint of conciliating special cases 
in that list. 

Is there not a way of returning to 
an orderly and absolutistic moral at- 
titude toward war similar to that we 
exercise concerning other temptations 
to sin? It would seem logical that since 
war is the most unscrupulous and per- 
vasive of evils, our repudiation of it 
should be more uncompromising that 
our renunciation of other sins. Ab- 
solute war, not metaphysical but moral, 
demands absolute abjuration, not meta- 
physical but moral. It is this circum- 
stance that gives cogency to the claim 
that the only ethically consistent an- 
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Churches Invest in Defense Bonds 


LMOST daily we receive word of 

another church which is invest- 

ing in United States Defense 
Bonds. Among these is the Emmanuel 
Baptist Church, Schenectady, New 
York. Thinking that our readers will be 
interested in the method used by the 
church in promoting the sale we repro- 
duce two pages from a recent issue of 
the church quarterly bulletin. Informa- 
tion regarding the various bond issues 
available for churches will be found in 
our October, 1941 issue. 





Statement of Committee 

It seems to be the united voice of 
both the ways and means committee 
and of the church members in general 
that people be encouraged to give bonds 
and stamps to the church and that all 
cash be turned into bonds—not only as 
an investment but primarily as a means 
of helping the government in the im- 
mediate present and ourselves after the 
government has had the emergency use 
of the money. 

If you cannot buy a bond and present 
it to the building fund, you can buy a 
defense stamp. While children may 
want to purchase even twenty-five cent 
defense stamps for the building fund, 
adults who cannot buy a bond may 
want to buy one-dollar or five-dollar 
stamps, or stamps of larger denomina- 
tion—or perhaps to fill a stamp book 
and present it to the building fund. 

Some people will prefer to purchase 


Series F because that series can be 
bought at a discount. The $100.00 
Series F bond is bought for $74.00. 


Series G is preferable where $100.00 
instead of $74.00 can be invested. Series 
G bond is purchasable for $100.00. This 
series draws interest instead of being 
bought at a discount. Series E cannot 
be owned by a corporation. 

Whether Series F or Series G is 
given to the church for the building 
fund, be sure to have the bond made 
out exactly as follows: Emmanuel Bap- 
tist Church and Society of the City of 
Schenectady (Building Fund). 
Advantage of Contributing 
“Bonds for Building” 

1. It will stimulate business when 
the war is over and thus help prevent 
an economic slump. We shall not build 
until then. 

2. It will be deducted from taxable 
income. (Until gifts to the church and 
charity equal 15 per cent of your in- 
come). 

3. Cash will be invested immediately 
by the church in defense bonds thus 
providing a double service for the gift 
—a service to our country as well as 
to our church. 

4. You may, therefore, contribute 
either cash gifts or government bonds. 

5. All gifts will be definitely “ear- 
marked” for the building program and 
cannot be spent for any other purpose. 





swer to total war is total pacifism. Here 
war is not the absolute, though what 
modern war misses of being absolute 
evil is inconspicuous; nor is pacifism, 
with all that can be said against it, 
the absolute. It is the pacifist’s deter- 
mination that is absolute. For if we 
relativize the act of murder when it is 
committed in war, our moral sense is 
likely to become the stalking horse of 
our ingenuity. That is moral oppor- 
tunism; and that has always been the 
poison that first infects, and then de- 
bilitates and finally destroys both in- 
dividual and society. On this point the 
witness of history is not only unaim- 
biguous; it is clamorous. After all, are 
Christians called to anything but to 
absolute obedience to what they have 
been convinced is their moral duty? 
“He that loveth father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; and he 
that loveth son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me, and he that 
doth not take his cross and follow after 
me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 


10:37-38). There is nothing contingent 
in that. Nowhere did Jesus demand 
that his followers should be absolutely 
wise; it was only asked that they be 
all-out for him. Moral absolutism of 
this sort has of late been called irre- 
sponsibility by the relativists. The cur- 
rent mind may feel justified in such an 
allegation, but how, in the light of the 
absolutism of Jesus’ demands, shall 
relativism in moral choice escape being 
called sin? It is impossible to think 
of Thomas saying: “My Lord and my 
God if, when, and as.” It is the rush 
of his utter commitment, after much 
of his former uncertainty had been 
swept away, that gives his affirmation 
its breath-taking impressiveness. 








SHALL WE CLOSE THE CHURCHES 
NEXT SUMMER? 
Be sure to read the panel discus- 


sion on this in the April issue of 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
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Credit Unions in the Churches 
A Reviews biy Sterling Parks, Jr." 


" HURCHES AND CREDIT 
& UNIONS,” is a valuable and 

important eight-page pamphlet 
published by the Department of Re- 
search and Education of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America (Protestant). It is a reprint 
of the December 13, 1941 issue of 
Information Service, published regu- 
larly by the same organization. 

Those who are active members of 
churches or synagogues should have a 
copy. It is non-sectarian in its treat- 
ment of the question of parish credit 
unions and shows this in its intro- 
ductory headlines: 

“About 378 credit unions have been 
organized among members of local 
churches in the United States. Of these 
288 are in Roman Catholic parishes, 
sixty-eight within Protestant churches 
and twenty-two in Jewish congrega- 
tions.” 

They further state that the article 
“supplements ‘The Manual on _ the 
Church and Cooperatives’” published 
in Information Service for March 23, 
1940. 

The article is replete with testi- 
monials to the value of the credit union 
to the church as well as to members en- 
rolled. A good example of this is their 
report of a letter from John A. Farr, 
minister of the Disciple’s Church of 
Frankfort, Indiana, who wrote: 


“We are strong for the credit union 
in the church. It trains people in con- 
ducting their own business. It de- 
velops solidarity on a high level. The 
work goes on quietly. The credit union 
also discovers talent within the church 
and develops personality.” 


They quote C. P. DeLaughter, treas- 
urer of a parish credit union in the 
Third United Brethren Church of De- 
catur, Illinois, who says: 

“I do not know of a better way 
whereby we may bear one another’s 
burdens. We believe the credit union 
movement to be Christian all the way.” 
What One Man Did 

Those who think that starting a par- 
ish eredit union is too difficult a job 
should get much inspiration from a re- 


*Mr. Parks, who is the editor of ‘The Credit 
Unionist,’’ published from the Society for Sav- 
ings Building, Cleveland, Ohio, will be glad to 
advise with churches which may be interested in 
the organization of such unions in their own 
parishes. A letter addressed to him will have 
prompt attention. 

+Copies of this leaflet are available at ten 
cents each, postpaid, or $3.00 per 100, from the 
copertenans at 297 Fourth Avenue, New York 
City. 


port of how one was started in Hender- 
son Memorial Methodist Church, De- 
troit, Michigan. We quote: 

“A young layman’s plea for a prac- 
tical demonstration of the ideals of 
love, service, brotherhood and coopera- 
tion was the beginning. This young 
layman, Salmon Myers, invited a group, 
including the minister, Howard Burden, 
to his home, in 1936, and after brief 
pleasantries, presented to all, the con- 
cern on his mind. He wanted to do 
something very practical to express the 
Christian spirit. He felt the Christian 
church should do much more than it 
was doing. He told about the credit 
union movement, and urged that an or- 
ganization be formed in the church. 
There were thirteen persons present. 
The credit union began that night with 
thirteen members and a capital of $50. 
Total assets of $20,193.97 were report- 
ed in August, 1941.” 

A Negro church in Harlem, New 
York City, furnishes a splendid story 
of “action.” We quote from our sub- 
ject pamphlet: 

“In the summer of 1940, the minister 
and official board of the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church authorized a ‘credit 
union study group’ among the members 
of that church. Two hundred persons 
attended the first meeting, at which it 
was decided to meet weekly for nine 
weeks. After four sessions those pres- 
ent concluded they were ready for im- 
mediate action. In September, 1940, 
forty persons became members by sub- 
scribing $62.75 toward the purchase of 
shares. Later a mass meeting was 
called, at which over $300 in savings 
was received. Late in 1941, this credit 
union had total assets of over $20,000, 
and had loaned over $13,000 to 300 
persons. There are now over 500 mem- 
bers of the credit union.” 

The pamphlet concludes with ex- 
cerpts from pertinent resolutions of 
the Federal Council of Churches, the 
National Catholic Rural Life Confer- 
ence and the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis. 








CHURCH GARDENS AND GARDEN 
SERVICES 


There will be ideas on this 
subject in the April issue of 
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CAN YOUR CHURCH USE 
} e Utility 


LIKE THIS? 






ANY churches are gaining more 
flexible, usable and efficient space 
—with Modernfold Doors. Having an 
accordion-like action in opening and 
closing, they eliminate swing area. 
Then, too, Modernfold is an effective 
and economical means of room divi- 
sion. Itis being used to advantage in 
Sunday School rooms, church dining 
rooms, pastors’ studies, auditoriums, 
ete. 


Beauty as Well as Utility 


From a decorative standpoint, Mod- 
ernfold Doors are unequalled. There’s 
a host of beautiful fabrics and colors 
matching every general color scheme. 
Yet, Modernfold is never “showy”— 
it is entirely in keeping with the 
quiet, reverent atmosphere that is in- 
herent with churches. The metal 
frame, precision-built of tested ma- 
terials, provides easy, troublefree op- 
eration. Write today for full infor- 
mation—see how Modernfold’s dec- 
orative utility can help your church. 
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Religion 


ROTESTANT hospitals have al- 

ways known that it is religion 

which makes them distinctive. They 
have tried, and usually with success, to 
give the best medical care available. In 
addition they have accepted their ob- 
ligation to do something more—to pro- 
vide Christian care for the patient. No 
patient can be treated merely as a “leg 
named Miller” or an “appendix named 
Smith,” with personality attached. All 
workers in the hospital family—phy- 
sicians, nurses, workers, and 
others—must show that it is persons, 
children of God, for whom they are 
caring. 

However, more than a Christian at- 
mosphere is needed if a hospital is to 
represent the whole Protestant herit- 
age. That is the distinctively religious, 
or pastoral, ministry of the hospital. 
Of course every worker has a chance 
to bring a “cup of cold water” to those 
who suffer. But the surgeon’s first job 
is with his scalpel and the nurse’s with 
her dressings. It is in the kit-bag of 
the minister that you find the pastor’s 
prayer, or quiet word, or moment of 
silent understanding. This 
brought to patients quietly, humbly and 
intelligently, is worth as much as the 
knowledge of how to make a surgical 
incision. 

Are Protestant hospitals Christian in 
the full sense? Considerable light is 
shed on this question by a report just 
released by the American Protestant 
Hospital Association, which has been 
wrestling with the problem of the dis- 
tinctive ministry of religion. The re- 
port follows the issuance a year ago 
of a set of standards for religious 
work in hospitals, which have been 
studied by the nearly three hundred 
Protestant hospitals which belong to 
the association. 

This recent study shows that nearly 
a third of the more than four hundred 
Protestant hospitals have chaplains— 
ordained ministers who spend at least 
a part of their time ministering to 
patients on behalf of the hospital. But 
the chaplain is on full-time service in 
only about five per cent of all Protes- 
tant hospitals. In about a tenth of 
them there is a deaconess in charge of 
religious work. In tenth the 
superintendent acts as chaplain. 

Although about half the Protestant 


social 


ministry, 


another 


*Executive secretary, Commission on Religion 
and Health, Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America, 
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THE HELPING HAND 








hospitals have made some provision for 
pastoral ministry to their patients, this 
implies that nearly half have made no 
formal provision at all. From the point 
of view of time spent by the pastor, 
not more than one fifth of the hospitals 
as yet have completely adequate re- 
ligious ministry. Although this may 
seem discouraging, it should be re- 
that the im- 
proved almost 100% 


situation has 


during the past 


membered 


ten years. 

All hospitals report that 
from the local community call on pa- 
tients. These pastors spend a total of 
six to eight hours weekly in the aver- 
age hospital. Much sacrificial service 
is freely given. But this ministry is in- 
sufficient. It fails to reach many pa- 
tients who need a pastor but do not 
have one. And it is not often given in 
coordination with the other services of 


ministers 


the hospital. Chaplains are also needed. 
For one reason, the study found that 
more service is given by local clergy- 
men in hospitals which have chaplains 
than in those which do not. 
The that 
and better services of worship are being 
held in Protestant hospitals. Worship 
is being made available for those who 
want it, not obtruded upon any who do 
not. Through the Holy Communion and 
other means, the church is_ being 
brought to the worshiper if the wor- 
shiper can not come to the church. 


association reports more 


It was found that hospitals in larger 
numbers are notifying ministers in the 
community of the admission of any of 
their parishioners. This increases the 
connections between church and hos- 
pital. One encouraging asset is that 
a dozen hospitals have pioneered in 
having the hospital staff meet with all 
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local ministers so that they might 
learn to be more mutually helpful. 

By way of demonstrating standards 
for the ideal Christian hospital, the as- 
sociation has presented one case study 
on the procedures used in the Iowa 
Lutheran Hospital, Des Moines. In this 
hospital the chaplain conducts worship 
daily for those who can and wish to 
attend. He sees patients who are hav- 
ing “spiritual crisis” experiences, those 
for example who are full of anxiety 
before a surgical operation, as well as 
those who are on the “critical list.” He 
sees new patients, getting some idea 
as to how much they may need his 
services later on. He recognizes that 
indiscriminate visiting of all patients 
will accomplish little. 

He is specifically directed not to 
force his own religious ideas on any 
patient. He keeps all local ministers 
in touch with their parishioners in the 
hospital. He has devised specific means 
for cooperating with physicians and 
other workers. He teaches courses to 
nurses on religion’s relation to health. 
He is available for pastoral counsel to 
all the personnel of the _ hospital. 
Through administrative channels he is 
guaranteed a status which gives his 
work a position of proper importance. 
In return he recognizes his responsibil- 
ity for cooperating with all who work 
to bring health, spiritual as well as 
physical and mental, to the patient. 
He is an important member—but a 
member nevertheless—of a team. 

Where this kind of program is in 
operation, the hospital is truly Chris- 
tian. The distinctive resources of the 
faith are brought to the patient in the 
way in which he most needs them, and 
these resources are linked with all the 
other services the hospital offers. A 
Christian atmosphere is needed, but 
this can be brought about only when 
it includes an effective ministry of 
pastoral service. 

The association suggests that only 
a few Protestant hospitals have as yet 
attained its standards completely. Yet 
many more hospitals are moving defin- 
itely in this direction. The Christian 
hospital, like the Christian college, is 
aware in a new way of its special re- 
sponsibilities. Not all the answers are 
known as yet. But the Protestant hos- 
pitals deserve the solid support of the 








PLAN NOW, BUILD LATER 


Since December 7, conditions have been unfavorable for major church- 
building operations, as all of us know. At the same time, it is still possible to 
construct smaller buildings and to remodel and redecorate old ones. 

There is nothing in the situation, for any church anywhere, to make it 
impracticable or inadvisable to get ready to build or remodel whatever the church 
may need, whether on a large or a small scale. 

There are many reasons why churches, at this 
time, should be making plans for building, and for 
improving existing buildings. It takes time to get 
ready for any church-building improvements. 
Some of the reasons for this preliminary planning 
are as follows: 

(1) MAGNIFIES SPIRITUAL VALUES. In the 
making of plans, attention is centered on the 
spiritual phases of national defense and on the 
supreme importance of the work of the church. 
These preliminary procedures make known to all 
that the church is not going out of business, even 
temporarily, but that it is going forward with re- 
newed energy and increased effectiveness. 

(2) PROMOTES CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY. The 
time and thought involved in planning for better 
building facilities will occupy a considerable pro- 
portion of the energies of the members of the 
church, and will prevent them from becoming too 
much depressed by the horrors of war and its at- 
tendant tragedies. 

(3) ESTABLISHES WORTHY GOALS. The making of adequate plans cen- 





Henry Edward Tralle 


_ ters attention on victory and peace, and the increased opportunities of the church 
| in the years ahead. Christians must provide themselves with dynamic goals. 





churches, especially in view of these | 


encouraging new developments which 
are taking place. 
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(4) STIMULATES HOPE. Planning for building and for progress stimu- 
lates hope, and is a preventive of discouragement. The busy church is the hopeful 
church. 

(5) ACCUMULATES MONEY. Building plans that are properly developed 
and pictured will be a means of getting and saving money for church construction 
that might otherwise be lost to the church through personal waste and unwise 
spending. The small cost of preliminary planning is a wise investment that 
brings in large financial returns. 

(6) SETS AN EXAMPLE OF FAITH. The church that goes forward with 
the making of plans for building sets an incitive example of faith in the future 
pe er and its power to save the world. Our greatest danger today is loss 
of faith. 

(7) BRINGS NEARER ACTUAL BUILDING. Not only is planning a neces- 
sary prerequisite to building, but in itself, tends to bring nearer the day of actual 
construction. It arouses interest, it promotes expectation, it insures readiness to 
act as soon as construction becomes feasible. 

This highly valuable preparatory planning needs to be done wisely and 
prayerfully, with the assistance of the competent, experienced consultant. The 
problem with the pastor is to get his leaders to recognize the value of such proce- 
dure. The pastor may obtain help here by addressing a letter to Doctor Tralle, 
who, as editorial adviser to Church Management, will be glad to answer questions 
of inquiry by mail, without charge. 


HENRY EDWARD TRALLE 


715 Eighth Street, N. W. “Church Management” 
Washington, D.C. 1900 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 


or 
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Books 











The Bible 


The Abingdon Bible Commentary, 
edited by Frederick Carl Eiselen, Edwin 
Lewis and David G. Downey. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press. 1452 pages. $5.00. 

The person who buys a copy of this 
single volume commentary really in- 
vests in an entire library. It is a li- 
brary of Biblical material prepared by 
outstanding scholars of our generation. 
I counted sixty-six different writers 
who made contributions. These include 
such well-known scholars as Burton 
Scott, Easton, Alfred Ernest Garvie, W. 
G. Jordan, John Edgar McFayden, Na- 
thaniel Micklem, James Moffatt, Ernest 
Findlay Scott, Laura H. Wild and Her- 
bert L. Willett. ; 

The first part of the volume contains 
a series of authentic chapters which 
will help any student to bring his in- 
formation up to date. These include 
How to Study the Bible by F. J. Rae, 
The Bible as Literature by Lindsay B. 
Longacre, The Divine Element in the 
Bible by Wilbur F. Tillett, The Chris- 
tian Approach to the Scriptures by 
Francis J. McConnell, The Use of the 
Bible in Preaching by S, Parkes Cad- 
man, History of the Hebrew and Jew- 
ish People by Theodore H. Robinson, 
Bible Customs and Manners by Leslie 
E. Fuller and other kindred themes. 
Two hundred and thirteen large two- 
columned pages are used in this way. 
The commentary follows. 

Each book is introduced by an au- 
thority who gives the background for 
its interpretation. In addition to the 
introductions of the individual books 
the section devoted to the New Testa- 
ment is prefaced by 122-page discussion 
of the historical and religious back- 
grounds of the New Testament, the 
formation of the books, Life of Jesus, 
Teachings of Jesus and similar themes. 

Following the New Testament Com- 
mentary there is a section devoted to 
maps and then a complete index. This 
index is a most valuable contribution to 
the work and one which will be ap- 
preciated by every person so fortunate 
as to possess the volume. 

The book is most modestly priced; its 
value is so apparent that it will surely 
find its way to many, many shelves in 
ministers’ libraries. 


W. H. L. 


Every Man’s Book by Francis Carr 
Stifler. Harper & Brothers. 113 pages. 
$1.00. 

In eighteen short but vitally inter- 
esting chapters the editorial secretary 
of the American Bible Society gives 
much important information about the 
world’s best seller. There are three 
series of chapters, namely, The Light 


Shines in the Darkness, The Truth 
That Makes Men Free, and The Posi- 
tive Answer to the World’s Despair. 

This book gives the fascinating story 
of the Bible’s preservation until our 
time with its multitude of translations 
and retranslations. At least portions 
of Holy Writ are now published in over 
1000 different languages and dialects. 
A glimpse is given of difficulty in 
translating into a language which 
lacks words and whose people lack 
experiences common in the Scripture. 
In many cases, missionaries first of all 
have to reduce the language to writing, 
a task very difficult in itself. 

The author’s desire to have the term 
“Bible School” used to indicate the 
work of Christian education in the 
church on Sunday seems to the review- 
er to imply the wrong emphasis. The 
Protestant churches have emphasized 
loyalty to the church as an institution 
too little. Even the title “church 
school” may help to correct the dif- 
ficulty. 

The tremendous influence of the Bible 
on the life of the world and particu- 
larly on the English speaking portion 
is illustrated by the profound influence 
that a serious study of Scripture had 
on the work of Thomas Jefferson as 
the author of the Declaration of In- 
dependence, and a statement made by 
Thomas R. Marshall, when he was 
vice-president of the United States, 
“If I were to have my way, I would 
take the torch out of the hand of the 
Statue of Liberty in New York Har- 
bor and, in its stead, place an open 
Bible.” 

E. S. S. 


The Thought of St. Paul by Eric 
Montizambert. Morehouse-Gorham Com- 
pany. 325 pages. $3.85. 

The author of this study is Dean of 
St. Matthew’s Cathedral at Laramie, 
Wyoming. He is sure that “the preach- 
ing values of the apostle’s message are 
immeasurable and immeasurably stimu- 
lating to the preacher who takes ad- 
vantage of them.” While this book is 
written from the standpoint of what 
may be called “a liberal Catholicism,” 
the author has not ignored the great 
Evangelical values which come from 
the post-Reformation period. 

The first chapter surveys the pres- 
ent status of the study of St. Paul. No 
longer, the author believes, can we say 
“there is a Pauline gospel.” After 
analyzing the various approaches which 
have been made to the study of St. 
Paul, Dr. Montizambert summarizes 
the literary sources of the teaching of 
the apostle. The remaining ten chap- 
ters are devoted to a study of the 
various doctrines of St. Paul. The 
last chapter entitled “The Ethics of 


the Epistles” is an excellent attempt 
to show the practical manner in which 
Paul lived and preached. 

The volume contains an _ inclusive 
bibliography and an index. In these 
days when theological thought is again 
centering about the Pauline writings, 
this volume will be welcomed as a 
scholarly yet clear statement of the 
great apostle. 

W. L. L. 


The Bearing of Archaeology on the 
Old Testament by Professor George L. 
Robinson. American Tract Society. 
207 pages. $1.75. 

The author, now emeritus professor 
at The Presbyterian Theological Sem- 
inary of Chicago, has had a long and 
honorable record as an Old Testament 
scholar. Archaeology has been his 
avocation and teaching the Bible his 
vocation and no one is better equipped 
to expound the bearing of the one upon 
the other. This volume, the latest of 
several by Dr. Robinson, consists of 
the L. P. Stone Lectures at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. The lectures 
follow a natural geographical order in 
relation to the main theme, Egypt, 
Babylonia, Arabia, Asia Minor and 
North Syria, and Palestine. The book 
is copiously illustrated by thirty-five 
excellent photographic reproductions, 
such as the Rosetta Stone and the 
ruined Walls of Jericho. There are ten 
pages of scriptural references and sub- 
ject indices. Altogether this is a fas- 
cinating exposition for those who are 
interested in what archaeological ex- 
cavation has to reveal concerning the 
Old Testament. The author maintains 
that no discovery has resulted in an 
explicit contradiction of the Scriptures, 
that a few have brought about modifi- 
cation of former interpretations and 
that most confirm or supplement what 
the Bible relates about people and in- 
cidents. He further maintains that 
“less and less do archaeologists en- 
dorse the evolutionary hypothesis of 
higher criticism to explain the growth 
of law and religion in Israel.” 

The publishers have put into this 
volume a wealth of reference material 
for the man who cannot pay the high 
price asked for the larger authentic 
books on the same subject. It is, in 
reality, a source book on archaeology, 
at the price of an average shelf volume. 

Por. 


Preachers and Preaching 


Personalities Behind the Psalms by 
Robert B. Whyte. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. 191 pages. $1.50. 

_ A book of sermons on the Psalms is, 

indeed, timely. The Psalms have prop- 

erly been said to “present the whole 
(Turn to page 42) 


























Geminine Gaces 


CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


Sixteen clearly colored and cleanly tinted 
portraits of famous Bible characters dis- 
tinguish this latest volume from the pen 
of Dr. Chappell. 

Some of the Themes: THE FROZEN 
FACE—Lot’s Wife. THE DESPERATE 
FACE—Hagar. THE FIGHTING FACE 
—Deborah. THE FOOLISH FACE—Job’s 
Wife. THE FEARLESS FACE—Esther. 
THE AMBITIOUS FACE—Salome. THE 
BEAUTIFUL FACE—Mary. THE WIST- 
FUL FACE—The Woman of Sychar. $1.50 


The Way of the 
Transgression 


COSTEN J. HARRELL 


Here are twelve thought-provoking and 
stimulating sermons striking at the roots 
of sin, depicting its curse and lifting up 
Christ as its cure. Attention is focused on 
those sins which have ever been the curse 
of individuals and society. Christian doc- 
trines of confession and forgiveness are 
exalted. The holiness and compassion of 
God are emphasized. $1.50 


Sermons 
on Sin 


There Are Sermons 
in Stories 
WILLIAM L. STIDGER 


The stories included in this collection 
have grown out of human living. They 
tell of heroic and sacrificial actions which 
have lifted the lives of simple, humble 
people to a little higher plane, as well as 
incidents from the lives of the great and 
near-great. They are brief and stream- 
lined. They are in keeping with the mod- 
ern trend of the “short, short talk” and 
the “short, short story” of increasing popu- 
larity—a trend which many ministers are 
adapting to their pulpits. $2 


ABINGDON - COKESBURY 


RAVER 


The New Book by 
GEORGE A. BUTTRICK 


Answering a long-felt need, vividly and trenchantly, 
this book declares that human knowledge has reached 
an impasse, that men must once more make the creative 
venture of prayer without which the world is only non- 
sense. Here is a powerful plea for the revival of an 
experience which shall unify man’s aspirations and em- 


power his hopes. $2.75 


The Lord's Prayer 
ERNEST F. TITTLE 


This book looks at the world and life from 
the standpoint of The Lord’s Prayer. The 
prayer pattern of Jesus is re-examined 
and applied to our times—‘“a time when 
human wisdom is confessedly bankrupt 
and human folly has brought forth dis- 
aster.” It is pointed to stimulate effortful 
prayer—that the name of God may be 
hallowed in a world where the true nature 
of God is still largely unrecognized—that 
the kingdom of God may come in a world 
that appears to be ruled by pride, greed, 
cunning, and military force. $1 


How Jesus Dealt 
With Men 
RAYMOND CALKINS 


Clearly Dr. Calkins analyzes Jesus’ con- 
tacts with ten men and women during his 
earthly ministry and then shows how his 
methods are applicable to this modern day 
of ours. In the author’s vivid interpreta- 
tions rich sermon values spring forth. The 
methods of Jesus are studied in detail. 
Two thousand years have failed to lessen 
their effectiveness. $1.75 


Evangelism in the 
HAame Church 


ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD 


The average preacher longs to win souls. 
He wishes counsel based on the experience 
of other ministers who are successful in 
the work of evangelism today. Such 
counsel is found in this new book. Taking 
the point of view that revival is most 
effective and long lasting if furthered 
through various types of personal evan- 
gelism this volume presents practical meth- 
ods for initiating and maintaining an ef- 
fective program of soul winning. It deals 
practically with the situation as it presents 


itself today. $1 


At Your Own Bookstore 


e PRICES SLIGHTLY HIGHER IN CANADA 


Books for Lent 


and Easter 


Conquest of Death 
F. TOWNLEY LORD 


Dr. Lord skillfully discusses the whole 
question, What lies beyond the grave? 
Here the scientific, the historical, and the 
Christian literature on the subject receive 
expert and detailed treatment. 

“He deals with every question about the 
future life that ever is asked.’”—Methodist 
Recorder. 

THE CHAPTERS: Part One—The Prob- 
lem. Dark LooMs THE GRAVE. MAN, KNow 
THYSELF. Is Proor PossisLE? DEATH OF 
THE HERO. 

Part Two—The Christian Interpretation. 
THE EASTER FAITH. THE SONS oF Gob. 
With WHat Bopy Do TuHey Come? 
HEAVEN AND HELL. Is THERE HOPE FOR 
ALL? THE CLoup oF WITNEssEs. A FAITH 
TO Live By. $1.50 


He I4 Risen 


HAROLD PAUL SLOAN 


Here is a modern view of the evidence 
which Christianity puts forth in proof of a 
Risen Lord. It clearly shows that the so- 
lution of our individual lives, and of the 
confusion of this bewildered age depends 
upon how adequately we live out the fit- 
ting consequence of the glorious fact of 
Christ’s resurrection. $1.50 


Faces About the Cross 


CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


Here are sixteen sermons which will etch 
on the reader’s memory with ineffaceable 
distinctness the persons who played their 
separate parts in the tragedy of the cruci- 
fixion. A new sympathy, a new sense of 
values, a restored faith in the ultimate 
victory of righteousness will result from 
the reading of this volume. $1.50 


Whi the Cross? 

G. RAY JORDAN 

“Simple and straightforward, expressed 
with energy and conviction, these Lenten 
messages go to the heart of the reasons for 


Calvary nineteen hundred years ago—and 
now.”’—Zions Herald. $1 


The Risen Lard 


WALTER RUSSELL BOWIE 


This Easter Pageant in three scenes is 
written so that it may be easily staged in 
most any church or church school. Simple 
properties, inexpensive costumes, and easily 
rigged lights are the only effects which it 
requires. The cast includes twenty-two 
characters. 


25 cents 














New Books 

(From page 40) 
drama of humanity” where is “found 
the moral warfare of man often baf- 
fled but never defeated.” The Savior 
of the world died with the words of 
one of them on his lips, as did Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr. The forty- 
third Psalm was sung at the baptism 
of St. Augustine, and forty-three years 
later, in the scantily furnished room 
at Hippo, where he lay dying, at his 


direction, the seven penitential Psalms 


were placed where he could read them 
from his bed. 


kindling of Dr. Whyte’s interest in 


them and helps to explain why he |: 


turned to them to find guidance and 
consolation for his people while we are 
passing through the most devastating 
war in history. 

The Psalms are the most lyrical por- 
tion of the Scriptures, and, as John 
Milton rightly observes, they are: 
“over all kinds of lyrical poetry incom- 
parable.” They come into their own 
only when they are studied with an 
understanding of the characters who 
speak in and through them. Dr. 
Whyte’s rare skill in delineating the 
qualities of these characters, well 
known, little known and unknown, 
abundantly justifies the title: “Per- 
sonalities Behind the Psalms.” Each 
sermon discloses the personality behind 
the Psalm under consideration at 
grips with real life resulting in a 
character that wins the victory. 
way the victory is won is made plain 
so that those struggling with the per- 
plexities of modern life may meet 
them successfully. The great truth 
echoed and re-ecohed throughout these 
sermons is expressed in the lines with 
which the last one closes: 

From creed and scheme the light goes 
out, 

The saintly fact survives: 

The Blessed Savior who can doubt, 

Revealed in human lives. 


It is not theory or abstractions that | 
are dealt with here—the Psalms are | 
not concerned with these—it is real | 
in the vic- 


characters like ourselves 
torious blood and sweat struggle with 
actual conditions. 
umphed over terribly trying conditions 
and found them to be a benefit and a 


blessing inspires us to follow in their 


train. 


The limits of space will permit par- 


ticular reference to but one of these 
most helpful and timely discourses. It 


may be regarded as typical of the col- | 


It is founded on the sixty- 
Psalm and is 


lection. 
ninth 


“When Facts and Faith Collide.” This | 
psalm was wrung from the soul of | 


scholar, musician and 


Ethan, “sage, 


poet,” and is all of his known “literary | 


remains.” It may be remembered, 
Ethan met the awful realities of his 
later years with absolutely no outward 
support for the faith he had in the 
unseen God! It was in such a time 
as Washington Gladden graphically 


envisioned in the lines: 

In the darkest night of the year, 

When the stars are all gone out; 

Courage is better than fear 

And faith is truer than doubt. 

The critical questions of authorship 
and structure are never evaded but 
are dealt with in a way that is intense- 
ly interesting as well as illuminating, 


The touching affection- | 
ate dedication of the volume shows the | 





The | 


The way they tri- | 


aptly entitled: | 
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new light being thrown on obscure 
characters. Dr. Whyte has the rare 
faculty of dealing with these difficult 
questions in a way that the conviction 
can hardly be avoided that the conclu- 
sions reached are founded on what 
Gladstone called “The Impregnable 


Rock of Holy Scripture.” His descrip- 
tive genius and his brilliant rhetoric 


appear at their best in these ser- 
mons. They are embellished with 
ample literary quotations, gathered 


from a wide range of sources, fa- 
miliar and unfamiliar, and everyone 
of them is used with telling effect. ‘They 
are aptly characterized by the publish- 
ers as “blending sound scholarship with 
popular appeal”’—qualities all too sel- 
dom combined. All in all it may be 
truly said: “Here is a choice collection 
of sermons, for the times—and for any 
time. They show from actual experience 
how life can be lived triumphantly in 
any situation whatsoever. Everyone 
who reads them carefully cannot fail 
to be greatly helped in understanding 
God’s mysterious ways and in learning 
how to meet them sonatas | 


God Is My Fuehrer by Martin Nie- 


moeller. Philosophical Library and 
Alliance Book Corporation. 294 pages. 
$2.75. 


The beliefs of a man who is impris- 
oned for his convictions are most cer- 
tainly more than empty words. The 
loyalty of Martin Niemoeller to his 
principles has made him one of the 
outstanding figures in the modern 
world. His heroism is just as genuine 
as that which today is being displayed 
on the field of battle, on enemy-infested 
seas, or above the clouds. The twenty- 
eight sermons included in God Is My 
Fuehrer are the last discourses preached 
by their author before his incarcera- 
tion in a concentration camp. 

The preface to this volume is of more 
than usual interest and importance, es- 
pecially since it comes from the pen 
of Thomas Mann, the famous German 
novelist, who like many others of his 
illustrious countrymen, is an exile from 
his native land. Mr. Mann tells us 
something of the circumstances under 
which Pastor Niemoeller was arrested, 
and more than this he comments upon 
the situation in a once-great country 
dominated by “a creature like Hitler.” 
The following quotation is highly 
illuminating: “Why did the heroic con- 
fessor of God and of the liberty of 
Christian man have to be banished 
from sight to a concentration camp? 
The reason is that the Hitler regime’s 
sole aim and goal was to fashion the 
German nation, by every possible de- 
vice and method for a total war, and 
it did not wish to be obstructed in this 
effort. Pastor Niemoeller obstructed it 
.. - He had to be annihilated.” 

But what about the sermons them- 
selves? As one reads them, his out- 
standing impression is that of admira- 
tion of the dauntless courage of the 
preacher. Although he displays no 
spirit of hate, Pastor Niemoeller does 
not mince words. The discourses con- 
tain many passages which the future 
historian of these calamitous days will 
find of great signficance. The topic of 
the closing sermon is “Gamaliel.” This 
is an unusual piece of homiletics, since 
the preacher takes issue with the phil- 
osophy expressed in the passage fur- 
nishing the scriptural basis of his ad- 
dress. 

God Is My Fuehrer is an important 
book, important because of its author, 
his heroism and his message. These 
sermons were preached under the most 
unusual circumstances. As one reads 
them, he is reminded of the prophets 
of Israel and their defiance of wicked, 
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THE HIGHWAY OF GOD 
by Ralph W. Sockman 


Now, more than ever before, there 
is urgent need for the Christian 
way of life among men. In this 
new book, Dr. Sockman presents 
a practical program for a vital 
Christianity, alive to the needs of 
today and tomorrow—a _ Chris- 
tianity which will truly be a place 
of refuge and a source for spir- 
itual victory. $2.00 


GETTING DOWN TO 
CASES 


by Charles T. Holman 


An intensely practical handbook 
dealing with the personal prob- 
lems of average men and women. 
Actual cases are outlined, a clear 
analysis of each problem is given 
and the approach and treatment 
is suggested. $2.00* 


NO SIGN SHALL BE 
GIVEN 


by Hugh S. Tigner 


A survey of the staggering job 
facing the Christian Church to- 
day. Writing with sound illustra- 
tions, vigor and force, Dr. Tigner 
reveals an alarming indifference 
and lack of unity in our churches 
today and proclaims a manifesto 
of Christian brotherhood to con- 
front the real perils of a fast ap- 
proaching tomorrow. $1.75 


JESUS IN ACTION 


by Benjamin W. Robinson 


Here is an intimate picture of 
Christ, the Man, and of Jesus, the 
Teacher. The author reveals His 
strength and vitality as the men 
of His own day knew Him and as 
men of our own time should know 
Him. $1.50* 


IN THE SHADOW 
OF THE CROSS 


by Frederick K. Stamm 


As the world moves into an era of 
trial and turmoil, the true sig- 
nificance of Christ’s sacrifice on 
the Cross gains new emphasis in 
our daily lives. Here is a realistic 
challenge to all Christian readers 
to meet present problems armed 
with a purposeful gospel, secure 
in the shadow of the Cross of 
Jesus. $1.50 


*Price tentative 


MACMILLAN . New York 























tyrannical rulers. To read such ser- 
mons in such an hour is a privilege 
that we shall always remember. 

L. H. C. 


* Youth and Religious Education 


Understanding Religion by Bernard 
Iddings Bell. Morehouse-Gorham Com- 
pany. Pupil’s Work Book, 80 pages, 
70 cents. Teacher’s Manual, 249 pages, 
$1.90. 

This is one of a series of work-book 
type of lesson materials being pub- 
lished by the Morehouse-Gorham Com- 
pany. This one was originally drawn 
up for the Committee on School Reli- 
gion appointed by the presiding bishop 
of the Episcopal church and after be- 
ing given a thorough trial among sen- 
ior high school and first year college 
groups, it has been rewritten and pub- 
lished for more general use. There are 
twenty-six lessons. 

The author’s purpose is to make the 
Christian Religion more intelligible to 





lay people. The materials are organ- 
ized under two main heads. The first | 
one is God. If a man is to have any 


adequate conception of religion, he | 


must first come to some knowledge of 
the object of worship, i. e. God. 


Dr. | 


Bell has cast the materials for this sec- | 


tion in the framework of the classical 
Christian doctrines. The second sec- 


tion deals with the church. The idea | 
here is to gain a further understand- | 
ing of religion in its social aspects and 
is viewed both in its historic and in | 


its functional relationships. 

Altogether a dozen or more of the 
work books in this series have been 
published. They include Building the 
Kingdom by Alice Parmelee, Confirma- 
tion Made Interesting by Robert S. 
Lambert and Flora S. Fender, We Ex- 
plore the Prophets by Mary Jenness, 
The Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ by 
Beatrice E. Allen, Trail Blazers of 
“The Way” by Robert H. Thomas III, 
and Christian Symbolism by Alice M. 
Brookman. While they are prepared 
especially for Episcopal students of 
varying ages, they still have sufficient 
general interest to lend valuable sug- 
gestive material to leaders in any 
group. 

This reviewer would like to suggest 
that in these days when so many com- 
munities throughout our country are 
granting churches released time from 
public school for religious instruction 
at some period during the school week, 


the materials included in this series 


offer many valuable leads for organiz- 
ing such courses. Ss. L. 


Junior Magic Sermon Talks by Jacob | 


J. Sessler. 
pany. 143 pages. $1.25. 

Here is a unique and usable volume. 
It is something every minister and 


Fleming H. Revell Com- | 


Sunday school worker will welcome. | 
These talks are for presentation to | 


children. Many a worker with young 
_ has longed for such a book as 
this. 

_ The talks are to be made as illustra- 
tive “magic” performances that will 


catch the eye and mind of the child. | 


Since most of our information comes | 


through the eye, these magic talks | 


will make a deep impression upon the 


boys and girls of any group. 


Every Sunday school should see that | 


this book is in the hands of, at least, 


one worker to be used in its various | 


departments. A. H. J. 
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Books that fortify 
the preaching ministry 


The Christian 
Faith | 


By NELS F. S. FERRE 


Here is an extraordinarily able 
theological work that will help 
each pastor to do at least three 
things: 

1. Present the heart of the Chris- 
tian faith and its doctrines: suc- 
cinctly. 

2. Show how Christianity is com- 
pletely adequate as an ultimate 
world religion. 

3. Unite “faith” and 
into one sound, modernly 
pressed faith for today. 
Order your copy now. Just pub- 
lished. $2.00 


These Shared 
His Power 


By EDWIN McNEILL POTEAT 


This is the third book by Dr. 
Poteat on the characters who 
shared in the last days of Jesus. 
It deals with the men and women 
who found power from the Resur- 
rection. Each of the six story- 
portraits, for which the author is 
noted, is followed by a searching 
discussion of the theme in terms 
of modern needs. Here is an ef- 
fective way to present the Resur- 
rection to an age which needs to 
discover the power which Peter, 
Mary Magdalene and other wit- 
nesses found. $1.75 


Living Under 


s 
Tension 
By HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 


A new volume of sermons that 
warrants attention on many 
counts. Reviewers point out: 

1. No preacher in America 
voices more vigorously the chal- 
lenge of the moral message of 
Christ.”—Review and Expositor. 
2. “A book for the plain man who 
wishes to know how the timeless 
gospel can fit his timely needs.” — 
Presbyterian Tribune. 

3. “Not in the whole range of re- 
ligious literature is there any- 


“reason” 
ex- 











thing comparable to these re- ) 


markable sermons.” — Christian 
Herald. 

4. “The clear outlines of these 
sermons, their marvelous illustra- 
tions, their penetration to the 
needs and problems of laymen, 
their translation of high theo- 
logical truths into terms anyone 
can understand, their salty, com- 
mon sense and occasional shafts 
of humor will send any preacher 
back to his task both humbled 
and invigorated.”—Dr. Albert W. 
Palmer. 

A national Don’t 
miss it! $1.50 


HARPER & BROTHERS @ New York 


best seller. 











New Volume by 
George L. Robinson 


THE BEARING OF ARCHAEOLOGY 
ON THE OLD TESTAMENT 


Originally delivered as the L.P. 
Stone lectures at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, this volume gives 
Bible students a handbook of ar- 
chaeology in a concise volume of 207 
pages. Carefully indexed both by 
Bible reference and subject it will be 
welcomed by many who wish an au- 
thoritative book but have hesitated 
to invest in the larger books on the 
market. 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
Price $1.75 
At Your Book Store 
or Direct 
American Tract Society 
21 West 46th Street New York City 
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Jobs for Today’s Youth by T. Otto 
Nall and Bert H. Davis. Association 
Press. 168 pages. $1.75. 

Youth not only wants to know how 
to make a living, but youth also wants 
to know how to make life count for 
most. Modern youth is conscious of 
the social imperatives of our times and 
is willing to learn how ideals may be 
put into action. Here is a book that 
will prove suggestive to young men 
and young women eager to invest their 
lives in the achievement of the demo- 
cratic ideal. It gives at least a partial 
answer to the question “how.” It is 
exactly at this point that totalitarian- 
ism has hitherto had a decided advan- 
tage over democracy. Such books as 
this will help counteract that advan- 
tage. 

The writers discuss nine broad occu- 
pational fields in which young people 
may hope to find useful employment. 
While war developments will inevitably 
affect all of these fields and will per- 
haps become almost determinative in 
the choices of youth, here is help in 
making successful adjustments both in 
war and in peace. Young people will 
find it extremely readable since it gives 
the life stories of other young people 
rather than theorizes about abstract 
principles. It is almost indispensable 
for ministers, teachers, and others who 
have occasion to give vocational guid- 
ance. It is a good book for parents to 
read and recommend to their children. 


C. J. 


When Boys Ask Questions by Roscoe 
Gilmore Stott. Standard Publishing 
Company. 128 pages. 60 cents. 

This is a book containing answers 
to questions that boys ask. It is hu- 


| manized information concerning a boy’s 


| any 


The author does not claim 
but 


ewn life. 
superknowledge about boys 


| since he has spent many years as coun- 
| selor of church boys and girls and 


young people in schools, colleges and 
academies as well as a department 
head in two state colleges, he writes of 
his knowledge in a very helpful way. 


| The many questions that boys ask are 


grouped around ten chapters. The 
book is dedicated to a builder of boys, 
President Harry Lacey Armstrong of 


| Castle Heights Academy. 





| Hans Kreis. 
| 95 pages. 


| and picture puzzles. 


co a oe 


Stories for Junior Worship by Alice 
Geer Kelsey. Abingdon - Cokesbury. 
159 pages. $1.00. 

Every worker among children of the 
junior ages is constantly needing new 
stories, because interesting tales for 
children grow old like other things. In 
this book the author has collected 
thirty-five very interesting stories for 
boys and girls. Some of the stories are 
short and some are longer. They are 
all suitable for use in children’s work. 

The author has done a real service 
for junior workers in presenting this 
book. It is small enough to be easily 
handled, and full enough to give mate- 
rial for several months. No junior 
worker should be without this volume. 


A. H. J. 


The Picture Puzzle-Story Book by 
A. S. Barnes & Company. 
$2.00. 

A most interesting book for all young 
readers. It is a combination of stories 
Stories on Ameri- 
can history, frontier days, geography, 


natural history and everyday life are 
included. The book is made extremely 
fascinating by the illustrations of each 
story. These illustrations are picture 
puzzles and the reader has to look very 
carefully for the hidden objects in it. 
(We feel that the grown-ups will be 
searching just as enthusiastically as the 
children.) 

The object of the book is to arouse 
the interest of the children so they will 
gather dramatic incidents and facts 
about their country and life. The puz- 
zles originally appeared in Child Life 
but the accompanying text has never 
before been published. 

M. L. R. 


Youth Seeks a Master by Louis H. 
Evans. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
126 pages. $1.00. 

Such a book!—we say it appreciative- 
ly, for when have we seen so much real 
spiritual food packed into so small a 
volume. The author has certainly had 
a real inspiration for this message to 
youth. In the six chapters he presents 
the Christ as the Master which youth 
seeks. His appeal is that youth let 
Christ be master of intellect, posses- 
sions, body, service, heart and city. 

Such a wealth of fact, poetry, illus- 
tration and instruction is seldom found 
in a book, as we discover in this one. 
It is a book that would be very profit- 
able to those who are no longer young, 
as well as to youth. This volume would 
be a most excellent gift for any young 
man or woman. It deserves a wide 
reading, and could be used in youth 
groups as a study book, also. 

A.H. J. 


Religious Faith 


The Inner World. An Introduction to 
the Philosophy of Christianity, by John 
Wright Buckham. Harper & Brothers. 
292 pages. $3.50. 

According to the foreword, the pur- 
pose of this book “is to go below the 
surface of our disturbed and disheart- 
ened time in search of reassuring un- 
derlying realities and values in human 
life and experience.”” The author does 
this in four main sections, dealing re- 
spectively with the members, the struc- 
ture, the source, and the expansion of 
the inner world of the spirit. It is his 
conviction that Christianity is not a 
philosophy but a faith, but because it 
is a faith “a vital philosophy is in- 
wrought in its very texture.” 

Professor Buckham takes the Self for 
the starting-point of his discussion, but 
instead of the familiar dictum of Des- 
cartes, “I think, therefore I am,” he 
insists that the true sequence is “I 
am, therefore I think.” The constitu- 
ents of selfhood, the significance of the 
individual, the mind-body relation, and 
the progress from self to personality 
are set forth in Part I of the book. 

Part II consists of a somewhat rig- 
orous philosophical analysis of the 
meanings of experience, intervretation, 
and truth. However, this gentle phil- 
osopher has a saving sense of humor, 
quoting from Mr. Dooley as well as 
from Kant, Confucius and Kierkegaard. 
His discussions of the respective mean- 
ings of art, language, and inspiration 
are especially illuminating. 

Part III deals with religion, theism, 
and history. Professor Buckham’s con- 
ception of the nature of religion con- 
serves two profound insights. He de- 
fines religion in terms of the sacred, 
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but “the sacred is wedded to the obli- 
gatory.” He briefly explores some of 
the unrecognized manifestations of 
religion such as science and humanism. 
Theism is approached from various 
angles but in spite of its reliances and 
confirmations it is interpreted as being 
dependent on revelation. Revelation is 
described as a continuous, develop- 
mental and emergent process, but the 
author affirms that “within the Chris- 
tian faith is a body of experiential 
data sufficient for a philosophy of rev- 
elation larger, clearer, more reassuring 
than has yet or ever will be formu- 
lated.” The philosophy of history set 
forth in the volume is essentially tele- 
ological and prophetic. 

The last section of the volume is con- 
cerned with “The Expansion of the 
Inner World,” and begins with an es- 
pecially helpful and rewarding chapter 
on “The Recovery of Thwarted and 
Shattered Selves.” The remaining 
chapters deal broadly with problems of 
immortality and the ultimate conquest 
of evil. Christianity’s answer to the 
problem of evil is stated in terms of a 
paradox—“Evil is both real and un- 
real, both actual and a lie. In the | 
temporal world it is real; in the eternal 
world it is unreal.” At the end of the 
book there are appendices dealing with 
some of the more technical aspects of 
Personalism. 

Thorough-going empirical theologi- | 
ans, like Professor H. N. Wieman, may 
not like this book, and one wishes that 
the author had given more attention to 
the contributions of realistic theologi- 
ans like Dr. Wieman to contemporary 
Christian thought. But as a well-bal- 
anced, readable, and scholarly presen- 
tation of progressive Christian person- 
alism this book merits a wide reading. | 

The author is Professor Emeritus of | 
Christian Theology, Pacific School of 


teligion. 
Pan Oe 2 


What We Can Believe by Randolph 
Crump Miller. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
240 pages. $2.00. 

Since “many have taken in hand to 
set forth a declaration of those things 





which are most surely believed” by | 


modern Christian empiricists, any at- 
tempt to restate Christianity in the 


light of contemporary thought takes one 


over somewhat familiar ground. Those 
who are conversant with the writings 
of H. N. Wieman, D. C. Macintosh, W. 
M. Horton, H. E. Fosdick, and others, 
may find little that is new in this vol- 
ume. The author’s 
Professor Wieman is especially large. 
But here and there in the book there 
are examples of fine insight, as in the 
chapter on Prayer. “The heart of 
prayer,” says the author, “is the sense 
of divine presence which indwells, 
strengthens, encourages, and changes 


” 


us.’ Worship at its best is defined as 


’ 


“the cement that holds the bricks of the | 


world together.” 

The educated laymen in search of a 
succinct summary of the most modern 
answers to such questions as What 
Kind of Faith Do We Need? Is the 
Bible Out of Date? How Does God 
Work? Who Is God? and to prob- 
lems about Jesus Christ, the Church, 
Prayer, and the Kingdom, will find sug- 
gestive material in this volume. One 
wishes that the author had given more 
attention to the themes discussed in the 
last chapter and in the appendix of the 
book, namely, What We Believe and 
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By HARRIS FRANKLIN RALL 


—yours free when you join the Reli- 
gious Book Club. 

And you begin at once to enjoy the 
many regular benefits of membership in 
the Religious Book Club without one 


| penny of extra cost: 


(1) You receive each month the 
Religious Book Club Bulletin con- 
taining concise, authoritative re- 
views of outstanding new religious 
books by a distinguished editorial 
committee consisting of Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert, Dr. Harry Emer- 
son Fosdick, Bishop Francis J. Mc- 
Connell and Dr. Howard Chandler 
Robbins. 

(2) You are the first to get the 
book most highly recommended un- 
less you prefer another book. 

(3) You are guaranteed against 
dissatisfaction by your privilege of 


choosing any other book or taking 
no book at all in any particular 
month. 

(4) This service costs you noth- 
ing at all; you merely pay the pub- 
lished price of the book plus a few 
cents postage—and even then you 
may exchange a recommended book 
within ten days, if you wish. 


Five thousand ministers and lay mem- 
bers of the Club invite you to share 
their privileges. Begin now to enjoy 
the numerous benefits of membership 
at no extra cost. 

You will receive promptly your free 
copy of the regular $2.50 edition of 
“CHRISTIANITY —AN INQUIRY 
INTO ITS NATURE AND TRUTH” 
by Harris Franklin Rall as soon as your 
enrollment for the Religious Book Club 
is received. 
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JUST THE COUPON 


* * * 


which studies and reports 
to you on books: 


DR. SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT 
General Secretary, Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America 

DR. HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 
Preacher and Author 

FRANCIS J. McCONNELL 
Methodist Bishop of the New 
Area 

DR. HOWARD CHANDLER ROBBINS 
Professor and Clergyman 


York 





Religious Book Club, Ine. 
80 Lafayette St. 

New York, N. Y. 

Send me a free copy of “CHRISTIANITY— 
AN INQUIRY INTO ITS NATURE AND 
TRUTH)” by Harris Franklin Rall and enroll 
me as a member of your club. 
take not less than 6 books a year and I will 
remit the regular retail price plus postage, 
within 10 days from receipt of each book. 
I agree to notify you promptly during any 
month in which no book is wanted. 


Name ---- bas 
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Study Applied Psychology 
A Practical Course for Ministers, Home-Study 
courses leading to degrees in Divinity, Psy- 
chology, Business, many others. Standard 
TEXT BOOKS. Send for FREE Bulletin at 
once. No obligation whatever. 


TEMPLE BAR EXTENSION COLLEGE 














1411 Fourth Avenue, Department 8-CM 
Seattle. Washington, U. S. A. 








What We Do, and How Do We Test 
Our Beliefs? The treatment of the 
problem of Immortality is very brief, 
although the author believes in going 
“Beyond Empiricism.” 


This book is characterized by pains- | 
taking scholarship, rigorous and re- | 


lentless intellectual honesty, and a 


rather too frequent use of quoted mate- | 


is not a volume for the 
conservative. 


rial. This 
tender-minded 


(Turn to page 48) 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 
Pulpit Hangings, Altar Cloths, 
Bible Markers, Communion Linens, 

Embroideries, Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 

Marking 105 years 

| of service to the 
837 church and a ime 1942 
COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 230 STREET, NEW YORK, WN. Y 
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* JHE SERIO SORAPBOOK + 
by Paul F. Boller 





THE OFFERING SONG 
A Sermon Outline 

And when the burnt offerings began, 
the song of the Lord began also.—2 
Chronicles 29:27. 

The burnt offering at the altar in 
Old Testament times was the token of 
man’s surrender to the will of God. It 
was followed by joyous singing. True 
giving, then as always, is hilarious, 
joyous and with the song in the heart. 

I. If there is to be a song at the 
altar, giving must be done with the 
right motive. It may be done with the 
bargain motive or purely out of a 
sense of duty. Such giving is without 
the song at the altar. But giving as 
a privilege is a higher motive. And 
giving out of love is the highest motive. 
“God so loved the world that he gave.” 

II. There are certain characteristics 
of giving that are accompanied by a 
song at the altar. 

1. The Christian must give himself. 

2. His soul must go with the gift. 

3. It must involve a sacrifice. 

When we make our offering in the 
worship, let us say from our hearts: 
“Lord I lay myself upon the altar!” 
If we do there will be singing in our 
sacrifice. 


TEXTS FOR A DAY IN LENT 

1. As you wake up in the morning: 
“Be still and know that I am God.” 

2. As you arise from your bed: 
“God is my strength and power and he 
maketh my way perfect.” “As my days 
so shall my strength be.” 

3. On your way to work: “Go out 
with joy and be led forth with peace.” 

4. At your desk or workshop: “God 
is with thee in all that thou doest.” 

5. Before some special undertaking: 
“In all thy ways acknowledge him and 
he shall direct thy paths.” 

6. The last thing at night: “What- 
soever things are just, true, pure, hon- 
orable, lovable and reputable, think on 
these things.” 

Suggested in Signs and Symbols by 
Ethel P. S. Hoyt. 


TWO VIEWS OF LIFE 
Fear God, and keep his command- 
ments; for this is the whole duty of 
man.—Ecclesiastes 12:13. 





One is inclined to pity the despairing 
old preacher of ancient Jerusalem. He 
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arrives at a noble conclusion but he 
does not comprehend the joyous, liber- 
ating, creative power that it means. 
To “fear God, and keep his command- 
ments” seems to him the last bit of 
wreckage on the sea of despair and he 
clings to it with all his might and main. 


He that overcometh shall inherit all 
things; and I will be his God, and he 
shall be my son.—Revelation 21:7. 


On the other hand John, in his 
Revelation, sees God with awe and won- 
der and love (which is the Biblical 
meaning of “fear”) as not absent from 
his world, but present in it; not pas- 
sive, but active; not merely as judge, 
but a healing Saviour; not finished with 
his creation, but ever creating and re- 
newing! Here is the work of the gospel 
of Christ in the mind of man. The 
world is not hopeless; life is not futile 
—God is here! From To-Day, Issue 
by G. Shubert Frye; The Westminster 
Press. 


THE WAYSIDE PULPIT 
Most prejudices are born in ignor- 


ance. 
* * x 


The measure of my love reveals the 


value of my life. 
* 2 & 


You can’t change wour features, but 
you can change your expression. 


A grudge is the heaviest load any 


man ever carries. 
x * a 


Religion is a necessity not a luxury. 


THOUGHTS FOR THE LENTEN 
SEASON 
R. L. Stevenson 
When one believes in God, where is 
any room for terror? 
Ernest Crosby 
Love is the true revolution, for love 
alone strikes at the very root of evil. 
Helen Keller 
The world is full of suffering but it 
is also full of the overcoming of suf- 
fering. 
Emil Brunner 
The Christian way of life cannot in 
the long run remain alive without the 
Christian faith. 
Phillips Brooks 
Prayer is not a conquering of God’s 
reluctance, but a laying hold of God’s 
willingness. 
John Wesley 
The reason why Christians are un- 
happy and why they find their sacri- 
fices unpleasant, is because they have 
made no surrender of their lives. But 
when such surrender has been made, 
freely and without reserve—when a 
man offers himself to a holy God—what 
melody lifts and transforms the heart! 
William Law 
When religion has done its perfect 
work, has melted away human passions 
and selfish inclinations, prayer changes 
to something far higher than petition 
or request. It comes now so near to 
God, finds such union with him, that 
the soul does not so much pray as live 
in God. 
Michael Monahan 
In every man’s pilgrimage, however 
unblest, there are holy places where 
he is made to feel his kinship with the 
divine; where the heavens bend low 
over his head and angels come and min- 
ister unto him. 


A PRAYER FOR OUR TIMES 
Charles E. Jefferson 

God be merciful to us for we are sin- 
ners. We humbly confess that we are 
men and women of unclean lips, and 
that we dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips. Lay a live coal upon 
cur mouth, we implore Thee, and take 
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our iniquity away through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


BISHOP SCROPE’S PRAYER 

From H. G. Well’s Soul of a Bishop 

O God our Leader and our Master 
and our Friend, forgive our imperfec- 
tions and our little motives, take us 
and make us one with Thy great pur- 
pose, use us and do not reject us, make 
us all here servants of Thy Kingdom, 
weave our lives into Thy struggle to 
conquer and to bring peace and union 
to the world. 

We are small and feeble creatures, 
we are feeble in speech, feebler still 
in action, nevertheless let Thy light 
shine upon us and there is not one of 
us who cannot be lit by Thy fire, and 


who cannot lose himself in Thy salva- | 


tion. Take us into Thy purpose, O God. 
Let Thy Kingdom come into our hearts 
and into this world. 


GETTING FUN OUT OF GIVING 


It is only the over-and-above people 
who get joy out of life. Just enough 


| 





goodness is not enough, there must be | 
more than enough. Take for instance | 


the “just enough” givers. Their at- 


titude is, “How little can I get by | 


with?” I never saw a man who gives 
on that basis get many smiles from his 
giving. Oh, of course, there is a sense 
of satisfaction in feeling that you have 


carried your little share of a burden, | 
that you have done your duty; but the 

people that I have seen get fun out of 
giving were the ones who took the at- | 


titude, “How much more can I possibly 
make my gift?” From Js This Reli- 


gion? by Frank B. Fagerburg; The | 


Judson Press. 


THE CHRISTIAN AND WAR 
Take, for instance, the most tense 
issue of our times, that of the Chris- 
tian’s relation to war. No threat of 


war, nor outrages on the part of hos- | 


tile people, can repeal Christ’s rule of 
love. If the individual feels that his 
motive of love can be expressed most 





| 
| 


effectively by helping to kill that some | 


more may be saved, if he can conscien- 
uously participate in the killing proc- 
ess without hating the persons attacked, 
if he is convinced that love has no al- 
ternative means of working its will, 
then for him it is his “Christian duty” 
to join in the war. On the other hand, 
if the individual feels that to speak of 
“killing in love” is a mockery; that 
Christ’s absolute of love applies to the 
methods as well as the aims, since the 
means eventually determine the ends; 
that war wrecks more havoc to love 
than do the evils it seeks to remove; 
then for him his “Christian course” is 





AT 


eo raftsmanship 


AT ITS BEST 








Kundtz Craftsmanship has progressed steadily since 
1876. 
can be viewed in churches all over the country. 
Our best proof of quality is the words of praise 
from friends who 


Whether you plan a new church or wish to remodel your present one—be 
sure you are acquainted with the “KUNDTZ PLAN.” 
details—using official church stationery and stating denomination. 


BUDGET BUYING IS ECONOMICALLY SOUND 


The church saves the difference in 
the Kundtz direct-from-factory prices. 


THE THEODOR KUNDTZ CO. 


The results of the ability of our workmen 
furnishings. 


selected Kundtz 


Write for complete 


Cleveland, Ohio 











BEAUTY AND SPIRITUAL SUGGESTION 


FOR YOUR CHURCH—IN 


OUR 1942 LINE 





@ Lenten and Easter Program Folders 
@ Candlelight Worship Services 
@ Pastoral Letters to the Congregation 





LENTEN FINANCIAL HELP for Church and Sunday 
School in Our Large Variety of Novel Coin Collectors 








Our 32-PAGE EASTER CATALOG 
Contains Valuable Suggestions 


Goodenough & Woglom Company 


296 Broadway, New York City 
| SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CHURCH SUPPLIES SINCE 


1848 








applied. 





65 Fifth Avenue 








STAINED GLASS EFFECTS 


Through the use of “Windowphanie” plain glass windows 
can be transformed into rich, colorful designs. 


Ask for free samples 


C. M. MALZ New York City 


At Low Costs 


Easily 











to hold aloof from war. Each is thus 
testing his motives by the ethical ab- 
solute of love, and each must respect 
the right of the other to differ in love. 


We must make allowance for the limita- | 


tions of our own judgment, for even 


the best of us like Paul, see “through | 


a glass darkly.” From The Christian 
Century Pulpit; Sermon by Ralph W. 
Sockman; The Christian Century 
Press. 


AES ROR 
PLAN AHEAD FOR LENT! 


We offer appropriately designed bulletins for 
each Sunday in Lent, for Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday and Easter at most reasonable prices. 
Write today for samples. 

Announce your Lenten services with attractive 
Woolverton bulletins, folders, post cards or blot- 
ters. Our large sample packet of Lenten and 
Easter printed and lithographed supplies will be 
sent free upon request. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 
115 East 4th Street 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Write us for quotations on your next printing 
order. We may save you money. 





48 





Free Ougan 


STAMINA 


WICKS ORGANS ARE 
BUILT TO LAST! 


Superior workmanship, 
finest materials and sound 
basic design assure Wicks 
owners of many, many 
years of lasting and joyous 
rformance. klets will 
sent upon request show- 
ing in detail certain con- 
struction features of this 
instrument. Write for 
booklet — ‘“‘Why Wicks 
Direct- Electric Action 
is Supreme.” 


We invite you to 
give us your name 
for regular — 



































WICKS ORGANS 
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De Long «» DeLong 


1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
MEMORIALS, ALTARS, PEWS 
CHANCEL RENOVATIONS 

















CHOIR ROBES 


| 
Cl cciac 


Care aNo Gown Company 
366 Fifth Ave. 
New York City 


Columbus, Ohio 


Chicago, Illinois 


Champaign, III. 











for LENT and EASTER 


New Art Folders @ Collection Material @ Books 
If you are not on our mailing list 
send today for your free sample 
packet of valuable suggestions. 
CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc. 
616 East St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 

















BEAUTIFY YOUR CHURCH 

————————- with 

MANITOWOC FINE FURNITURE 
Write for Drawings and Prices 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
Department No. 5 Waukesha, Wisconsin 




















| about the number 





| and are counted there. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT for March, 1942 





ABRAHAM’S LARGER DEVOTION 


When Abraham made his choice and 
went out not knowing whither, it was 
because he had a devotion to something 
more than family and home. There are 
men who will give their all for their 
families, but undertake no responsibil- 
ity for civic projects. They live on 
what is offered and provided for them. 
They want to live in a good neighbor- 
hood, with respectable people, and 
where there is a church. But they as- 
sume no responsibility for the church. 
They remain at home, read the news- 
paper, or play golf. They use the 
church for baptisms, weddings, and 
funerals, but they feel no responsibil- 
ity for the church as an agency for 
projecting the life of the Kingdom of 
God, or as a leavening influence for 
morality and righteousness in the 
neighborhood. 

Abraham, living for tomorrow, had 
another idea. He had a larger devo- 
tion. He would devote himself, not to 
the things of yesterday, but to the 
looming promises of tomorrow. He was 
a creator of hopes, and as he lifts his 
head above the noise and confusion of 
cur day, he asks men to make some 
lasting contribution not only to the 
world as it is, but as it ought to be. 
From Good News for Bad Times by 
Frederick K. Stamm; Harper & 
Brothers. 


THE REAL TEST OF A CHURCH 


There is a church greatly excited 
of people flowing 
through it. Some one is always alert 
to count you on a clicker when you go 
there. You go into the library before 
the service and you are counted there. 
You drop in on the Young People’s 
meeting and are counted there. You 
go to the cafeteria for the Sunday 
night supper and are counted there. 
You attend the Popular Sunday Eve- 
nings—that’s the name of the service— 
and are counted there. You stay after- 
ward to the pastor’s forum discussion 
The statistics 
are hectically impressive. 

But what came out? This five-times- 
recorded individual in that one Sunday 
evening—what is he? Not how many 
went in but what kind of people came 
out is the only real test of a church, 
and it is not an easy test to make. It 
is what the church does with his life 
that you can tell if a person is a Chris- 
tian. From Candles in the Wind by 
Allan Knight Chalmers; Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons. 





New Books 


(From page 45) 
generation or two ago might find more 
perplexity than comfort in these pages, 


in spite of the fact that the author ad- 
dresses the volume “to the modern man 
who wants to know what Christianity 
has to offer him during these days of 
tragedy and crisis.” But perhaps 
parish ministers like this reviewer are 
more to blame than the theologians for 
the gap between the laity and the con- 
temporary Christian philosophers. 


The author is Episcopal chaplain at 
the University of California and is also 
on the faculty of the Church Divinity 
School of the Pacific. This reviewer 
recommends as a fruitful study a crit- 
ical comparison of Dr. Miller’s severely 
empirical theology with the more mel- 
low philosopy of Christian personalism 
set forth by another California theol- 
ogian, Dr. John Wright Buckham, in 
his latest book, The Inner World. 

a. ©. FP. 


God’s Purpose in This Age by John 
H. McComb. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 93 pages. $1.00. 

This book is a tonic for the present 
hour in world history which seeks to 
banish doubt, foster faith and over- 
come indifference to the things of God. 
The author presents in eight chapters 
the fundamental teachings of the Bible 
in a direct and forceful manner, giving 
instruction and comfort. The author i is 
pastor of the Broadway Presbyterian 
Church, New York, and has been on 
the Winona Lake conference programs. 

1. de, We 


Who Is My Patient? by Russell L. 
Dicks. The Macmillan Company. 149 
pages. $1.50. 


The sub-title, A Religious Manual 
for Nurses, indicates the purpose of 
the book. However, it has a value for 
the clergyman. It will teach him more 
of the problems and responsibilities of 
the nurse and make him a sympathetic 
participant in the cooperative effort of 
the two ministries to the patient. From 
the Protestant section of the large 
group of prayers for the sick, the pas- 
tor may find some to be useful in his 
work in the sick room. 


The nurse will learn from the book, 
the techniques of suggesting to the pa- 
tient that she call a minister, of pre- 
paring for the clergyman’s visit, and 
of assisting the patient in the conduct 
of his personal devotions. There is a 
treatment of the intricate relationships 
of the body, mind and spirit, showing 
that no one of them is absolutely isolat- 
ed in this life and that therefore the 
nurse of the body had best be aware 
at least of the spiritual need. The 
closing chapter on “Why do the inno- 
cent suffer?” says that even suffering 
may be used for spiritual growth. 


All that Mr. Dicks has written in 
this field of his specialization is worth 
while. With Dr. Richard C. Cabot he 
is co-author of The Art of Ministering 
to the Sick. Meditations for the Sick, 
When You Call on the Sick, And Ye 
Visited Me, and Yourself and Health, 
have come from his pen alone. Mr. 
Dicks is now the associate minister of 
the Highland Park Methodist Church 
in Dallas, Texas. Formerly he was 
chaplain of the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, and also of the Presbyterian 
Hospital in Chicago. 

E. S. S. 
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Lenten Reading List - - 1942 
Chosen bi Halford €. Luccoch" 


A CHRISTIAN IMPERATIVE 
By Roswell P. Barnes ’ 
Timely, brief, thoughtful discussion 
of the contribution of the church to 
world order. First-hand knowledge of 
the world situation and insight into 
the resources of the world-wide church 
combine to make it a challenging book 
at the present time. Friendship Press, 
$1.00. 


CHRISTIAN REALISM 
By John C. Bennett 

A rare combination of solid “tough 
minded” thinking and a readable style 
as clear as sunlight. Theology is made 
to walk our common ways; the hardest 
questions of our time are faced frankly, 
and the light of Christian revelation 
thrown on them. Scribner’s, $2.00. 


PRAYER 
By George A. Buttrick 

A book certainly destined to long life 
and wide influence. A major contribu- 
tion to the theory and practice of pray- 
er from years of study and experience 
by one of the noblest spirits in the 
American pulpit. Written in a style of 
music and moving force. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, $2.75. 


HOW JESUS DEALT WITH MEN 
By Raymond Calkins 

Jesus’ contacts with ten people are 
portrayed with insight and imagina- 
tion, bringing to light his resources 
for the tensions and burdens resting 
on people today. Fresh and original, 
embodying the wisdom of a long and 
rich pastoral ministry. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, $1.75. 


THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM 
By A. J. Cronin 

A best-selling novel that well’ de- 
serves its fate. The inspiring story of 
a priest in Scotland and China, who 
made a “howling success” of the min- 
istry by coming not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister. The story has 
dramatic interest and the central char- 
acter a genuine nobility. Little, Brown, 
$2.50 


LIVING UNDER TENSION 
By Harry Emerson Fosdick 

Here are twenty-five sermons, yet the 
word “sermons” cannot adequately de- 
scribe them. Like their author, they 
are unique. They are intellectual and 
spiritual adventures which sweep 
widely through human problems in a 
time of tension and bring sympathy, 


_ *Professor of homiletics, Yale University Di- 
Vinity School. 


understanding, and inner fortification. 
Rich in thought and vivid in expression, 
with an amazing closeness to human 
experience. Harper, $1.50. 


A CHAIN OF PRAYER ACROSS 
THE AGES 
Compiled by Selina F. Fox 

An enlarged and revised edition, 
printed in convenient form of one of 
the most comprehensive and useful col- 
lections of prayers ever made. A 
fruitful aid to the devotional life. Dut- 
ton, $1.50. 


THE UNQUENCHABLE LIGHT 
By Kenneth Scott Latourette 

A great historian of Christianity 
gives in brief, compact form an inspir- 
ing panorama of the spread of the 
influence of Jesus through nineteen 
centuries and into all the nooks and 
corners of the earth. Harper, $2.00. 
DISCOVERY: A GUIDEBOOK TO 
LIVING 
By Robert M. Bartlett 

This is, frankly, a book of quota- 
tions. The arrangement is ideal for 
daily reading and meditation. The 
ideas are robust in thought; timely in 
significance; real ignition points for 
the mind and spirit. Association Press, 
$1.50. 


WHAT WE CAN BELIEVE 
By Randolph C. Miller 

Simple, clear, exceedingly frank dis- 
cussion of what Christianity has to of- 
fer to that large company of modern 
men who wonder whether it has any- 
thing to offer. Scribner’s, $2.00. 
WOMEN OF THE BIBLE 
By H. V. Morton 

Delightful, brief character sketches 
of women of the Bible, written by one 
whose knowledge of Palestine is exten- 
sive and detailed. 





Written in the fas- | 
cinating style which has won such a | 


large reading public for the author’s 


travel books. Dodd, Mead, $2.00. 


LIVING PRAYERFULLY 
By Kirby Page 


An ideal book of Lenten devotional | 
use. A “God’s plenty” of poetry, ar- | 


resting prose, and prayers selected 


with skill from wide-ranging sources, | 
conveniently arranged for daily use. | 


Farrar & Rinehart, $2.00. 
THESE SHARED HIS POWER 
By Edwin MeNeill Poteat 


The experiences of six disciples of 
Jesus during the post-resurrection days | 
are treated in a series of twin chap- | 

| 


(Turn to page 51) 
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Movie Theatres 
Now Help Church 
Attendance 


To make folks more church con- 
scious, when their minds are most 
receptive, run a short film an- 
nouncement in your local movie 
house. Select one of the following: 


GO TO CHURCH, 


In no other nation on/} 
earth can people walk to 
CHURCH as=essecure, 
happy and free...as we 
AMERICANS. 


Every member of the fam- 
ily should take advantage 
of this privilege and at- 
tend CHURCH regularly. 


Order CH-10—Price $2.50 














THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE AR- 
RANGED WITH APPROPRIATE 
MUSIC AND SETTING 


GO TO CHURCH 


During this present world 
upheaval, everyone needs 
some surcease from their 
worries. 


There are two sanctuaries 
provided for everyone... 
first, the Church and all 
that it stands for in moral 
uplift, and second, phy- 
sical relaxation. 

If necessary, change your 
plans for next Sunday and 
start attending church 
regularly. 

Order CH-11—Price $3.75 














Special “Go to Church’ copy available 

for Easter. We can also make up indi- 

vidual film announcements from your copy. 
WRITE FOR DETAILS 


COUPON BELOW 


USE 





FILMACK TRAILER CO., 
1327 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Send immediately film trailer checked 
( ) CH-10 $2.50 ( ) CH-11, $3.75 


1 
ie ! 
Save C. O. D. and postage 
by sending check with order. i 
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AT THESE HOTELS / 





There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Hotels.” 
We suggest that you pass this list on 
to them either by publishing it in your 
church calendar or by clipping it from 
the magazine and posting it on the 
church bulletin board. 


BUCK HILL FALLS, PA. 


THE INN—300 fireproof rooms in an estate of 
5,000 acres. Utmost in sports. Selected clientele. 
Three hours from New York and Philadelphia. 
Clifford R. Gillam, Mgr. 


EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. 

THE NORTHFIELD—Outdoor sports on our 
250-acre estate. Indoor entertainment. Spacious 
rooms. Perfect comfort. Traditional New Eng- 
land hospitality. Open all year. A. Gordon 
Moody, Mgr. 

PHILADELPHIA 


ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and I7th Street. 208 
rooms—$2.50 up. In the heart of Philadelphia. 
Running ice water, private baths in all rooms 
Banquet and meeting rooms. Louis E. Pike, 


nail 


ESTMENTS 
for CLERGY and CHOIR 


ALTAR LINENS, EMBROIDERIES 
MATERIALS BY THE YARD, TAILORING 


Send for our new Catalogue 


417 FIFTH AVENUE 
1. mw. Hall, inc. 





NEW YORK 


American Distributors for Jas. Powell & Sons, Ltd. 
Stained Glass — London, England 





= fh 
8 PAYNE-SPIERS STUDIOS, 


STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


crip GOWNS 
Ti felia 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog 
and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 

116! South 4th St. Greenville, 11. 





Dr. Gardiner Spring was pastor of 
the Brick Church, New York, for more 
than fifty years. A manuscript ser- 
of his was discovered among the 


relics of the church, with the title, 
“The Nature of the Christian Atone- 
ment.” The date of its writing is re- 
corded on gs cover page, 1828. At the 
bettom of the page is this supplement- 
ary inscription, “All wrong, 1861. 


Gardiner Spring.” 
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Biographical Sermon for March 
Fanny Jane Crosby, the Blind Optimist 


by Thomas H. Warner 


Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
— and spiritual songs.—Ephesians 
ANNY JANE CROSBY was born 

at South East, New York, March 4, 
1820. She lost her eyesight when 
she was six weeks old, through the ap- 
plication of a hot poultice to her eyes. 


When she was eight years old Fanny 
wrote her first poem. It began: 


“O what a happy child I am, 
Although I cannot see; 

I am resolved that in this world 
Contented I will be.” 


For twelve years Miss Crosby studied 
at the New York Institution for the 
Blind. She never learned to read by 
raised letters. Playing the guitar, while 
a child, she so calloused her fingers 
that they were not sensitive enough to 
read raised letters. She learned by 
memorizing from hearing. 

When she was only nine years old a 
neighbor read to her so much of the 
Bible that she memorized the Penta- 
teuch (except Leviticus), the four gos- 
pels, and many other parts of the Bible. 
She told a friend that her knowledge 
of the Bible proved invaluable to her 
in her writing and in her life. 

Miss Crosby spent twelve years as a 
teacher in the institution in which she 
was educated. During this time she 
travelled all over the country reciting 
her compositions. In 1858 she married 
Mr. Van Alstyne, another teacher at 
the institution. He was also blind. She 
united with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in 1858. 

Miss Crosby regarded her blindness 
not as an affliction but as a blessing. 
She said: “Let me say, and I say it 
gladly of God, that, when at the age of 
six weeks he permitted my sight to 
be taken, it was the greatest blessing 
that I ever received at his hands. If 
you ask me why, I can tell you. The 
dear Lord had a work for me to do, 
and he could best accomplish it through 
me when I was as I am. Many and 
many a time I have said, ‘Glory to God,’ 
for what others might call a deprivation 
is my greatest blessing. Why, think of 
what he has done for me instead. He 
has tuned my heart with his own 
blessed fingers.” 

Miss Crosby wrote her first hymn in 
1864. She was a prolific writer. She 
wrote over 8,000 hymns. Her composi- 
sung all over the world. 
Moody and Sankey had much to do with 
making her hymns known. 

She was a _— composer. “Safe 
In the Arms of Jesus” was written in 


ions are 


twenty minutes. Mr. Doane, the com- 
poser of the music, gave her the theme 
and she immediately wrote the words. 

Sankey would play some tune that 
he had just composed, asking as he did 
so, “Fanny, what does this say?” Her 
reply would be, “I'll tell you in the 
morning.” And in the morning she 
had a hymn to fit it. 

In her lifetime Miss Crosby met some 
of America’s most famous men. Wil- 
liam Cullen Bryant praised her work; 
Horace Greeley asked her to write for 
the Tribune; she met presidents, states- 
men, preachers, scholars and poets. 

Everyone in Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
loved ‘Aunt Fanny.” Her pastor bore 
witness to her beautiful personality. 
Her birthday was celebrated each year 
in the church. The policemen knew her, 
and even the prisoners in the jail were 
moved to tears as they sang her hymn, 
“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Saviour.” 

One day Miss Crosby wrote these 
lines: 

“Some day the silver cord will break, 

And I no more as now shall sing, 


But, O, the joy when I shall wake 
Within the palace of the King!” 


That joy was realized when she died. 
She was almost ninety-five. Although 
in feeble health, she continued to write 
hymns almost to the time of her death. 

On the morning of Lincoln’s birthday, 
Billy Sunday dictated a message to 
Miss Crosby, telling her pastor he 
hoped soon to visit her. He said he had 
often referred to her in his sermons. 
The pen was still in his hands, when a 
friend entered and said, “I have bad 
you. Your old friend, Fanny 
Crosby, is dead.” He bore this testi- 
mony, “Fanny Crosby was an angelic 
woman.” 

The editor of the Ohio State Journal 
wrote: “If Fanny Crosby, dead in her 
Connecticut home, in her ninety-fifth 
year, had written nothing save ‘Safe in 
the Arms of Jesus,’ her fame would 
have been secured by that mass of hu- 
manity which for many years has 
voiced this tender song of simple faith 
But Fanny Crosby wrote hymns and 
songs by thousands. Across the eternal 
shadows of her darkened world, for sh 
was blind from her early childhood, 
these song inspirations came to 
She was deeply religious and the 
natural expressions of her hope i 
trust found its testimony and its out- 
let in hymns. Fanny Crosby’s poetry 
was not of a high order, but it had an 
appeal, and made an impression, where 
finer measures would have failed.” 


news for 
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Lenten Reading List 
(From page 49) 

ters. In each case, the first chapter is 
an imaginative re-telling of the Bible 
story, done with beauty and narrative 
power. The second deals with the 
theme of the story in the modern set- 
ting. Original and provocative. Har- 
per, $2.00. 
ON GUARD 
By Joseph R. Sizoo 

Small in size, large in inspirational 
yalue. Though designed partially for 
use in the Army and Navy, it is not a 
war book at all in content. Its brief, 
succinct paragraphs deal with central 
themes of life and religion. Arresting 
and suggestive. Macmillan, $1.00. 


THE HIGHWAY OF GOD 
By Ralph W. Sockman 

The Lyman Beecher Lectures on 
Preaching at Yale in 1941, worthy to 
stand high in a great succession. The 
problems of the church and its min- 
istry in the midst of the present wil- 
derness of confusion set forth with 
keen analysis, sure ethical and religious 
insight, and authentic eloquence. Mac- 
millan, $2.00. 


IN THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 
By Frederick K. Stamm 

Lenten meditations relating the ex- 
perience and mind of Jesus to charac- 
teristic needs, choices, and strains of 
cur time. It brings to social questions, 
as well as to those of personal life, a 
deeply religious spirit and warmth of 
conviction. Macmillan, $1.50. 
THE BIBLE FOR TO-DAY 
By John Stirling 

A strikingly new idea in an edition 
of the Bible. The whole Bible in the 
Authorized Version is related to the 
life and problems of today in almost 
200 beautiful and striking drawings, 
with paragraphs of interpretation for 
each book, setting the truth into our 
contemporary world. Impressive and 
stimulating. Oxford, $5.00. 
I, NATHANIEL KNEW JESUS 
By Van Tassell Sutphen 

An imaginative story of the life of 
Jesus as told by Nathaniel. Marked 
coy full and sound knowledge of the 
Biblical background and country. Rev- 
erent in tone, fascinating in narrative. 
Revell, $2.50. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
By Ernest Fremont Tittle 

No part of the Bible has been more 
often written about than the Lord’s 
Prayer; never has it been done with 
more gripping effectiveness than in this 
crief glowing book. The petitions of 
the prayer are used as windows 
through which to look out on the pres- 
ent scene. Timely and 


it searching. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, $1.00. 








—y 





Just a Few Hammond Specialties 











A Remarkable Success. 
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125 E. Wells Street 





| church member and friend can give ONE CENT A MEAL. One cent a meal is 90 cents a month. 
| One hundred boxes operating at only 50% efficiency will produce $45.00 per month, over $500 
per year. The “Joash Chest” is not a cheap item. 
table, and it is substantial enough to stand up under many months of ordinary use. e 
on the table it is an invitation and an incentive to give REGULARLY. Price: 8 cents each in 
any quantity. Send 10 cents for sample outfit including Joash Chest and Record Sheets. 


Sunday School Register 


Something You Need in Your Schoo} 
Room. Neat, Attractive, Showy. 


This Register is made of sheet steel, size sixteen inches wide, to 
| which are attached steel hangers, grooved for receiving slides 
and figures. We furnish with each Register one top piece and 
five hangers, with set of 60 figures and SIXTEEN slides as 


Enrollment, Attendance Today, Attendance Last Sunday, At- 
tendance a Year Ago, Offering Today, Offering Last Sunday, 
Offering a Year Ago, Record Offering, Record Attendance, 
Cradle Roll, Home Department, Hymns, Psalms, Boys, Girls, 


$4.00 Postpaid 


Extra Steel Hangers, 
price, 35 cents each, 
postpaid. Extra 
Slides, price, 5e each. 
Extra figures, 40c 
per set of 60. We 
will make to order 
any other slides 
wanted for 25c¢ each. 


Church Activities Wall Roll 


This wall roll should be prominently displayed in 
every church. 
J departments of the church in such a manner as te 
prevent confusion and duplication of dates. It enables 
the head of each department to arrange future meet- 
‘ings without conflicting with any other church meet- 
Its use will be a constant help to the Pastor, 
the church secretary, and the head of each depart- 
ment, and it will present to every member of the 
church a complete and accurate announcement of 
every future church meeting. 
monthly sheets. A record for one year. 
DOLLAR. 


Get your name on our mailing list and receive our 
various special day catalogues. 


— i Send for a copy of our general catalogue, 
“The Business End of a Sunday School.” 
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HAMMOND PUBLISHING COMPANY 
(Dept. C.M.) 


What Is a Joash Chest? 


Do You Want to Build a New Church? | 
Do You Want to Repair the Old Chureh? 
Do You Want to Pay Off the Mortgage? 
Do You Need Money for Special Purposes? 


MOO. é:0 | 
Try the Joash Chest Plan 


The “Joash Chest” furnishes a practical 
program which has a real appeal, and which 
will produce results, either to supplement 
the regular offerings or to furnish a fund 
for some definite objective. Practically every 





It is attractive enough to grace any dinner 
Placed 


ln” 
SUNDAY SCHOO; 
REGISTER | 


ATTENDANCE 
TODAY 


OFFERING 
TODAY 


ATTENDANCE 
A YEAR AGO 


relaa 4-11, oa 
A YEAR AGO 





It lists all the activities of all the 


Roll consists of twelve 
Price ONE 


It is sent free upon request. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
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* BUY DEFENSE BONDS *¥ 


Buy Defense Bonds out of the proceeds of 
Sunflower Dish Cloth sales. Your group 
can buy twice as many and gain twice the 
benefits for your organization 

SAMPLE FREE TO OFFICIAL 


Sangamon Mills - Est. 1915-Cohoes,N.Y. 


| RELIGION AND THE WORLD OF 
| TOMORROW 
By Walter W. Van Kirk 
| The centuries speak to the hours in 
this little book. It points pathways to 
(Turn to next page) 
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Electric Lighted 
CHURCH BULLETINS 


Send for FREE Catalog 
containing illustrations 


ous types of bulletins 
made by us. A post 
card will do! Please be 
sure to mention name 
of your church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 


Department C Ashtabula, Ohie 
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OUTSTANDING 
CHURCH-SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS 


in America have been equipped 
from the full line of Sunday 
school furniture manufactured 
by us. 

What Are Your Requirements? 


Inquiries Will Receive 
Prompt Attention 


Standard School 
Equipment Co. 
Siler City, North Carolina 











Lenten Reading List 
(From page 51) 

lasting peace, and the place the Chris- 
tian religion can and must play in re- 
modeling the world nearer to God’s 
desire. Authoritative, timely, persua- 
sive. Willett-Clark, $1.50. 
THIS IS THE VICTORY 
By Leslie D. Weatherhead 

A book that comes literally out of the 
furnace of London under bombs. Yet 
the author is above the battle. He 
writes, not a war book, but a book of 
faith and courage. The work of a 
great pastor with a sure and deep 
knowledge of God and man. Em- 
phatically a book for days of strain. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, $2.00. 
CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
By J. S. Whale 

This book is not a substitute for a 
box of candy. It is not an easy means 
of “killing time.” But it will make 
the time spent in its reading live long 
for the reader who brings to it serious 


attention. Macmillan, $2.00. 
THE FAMILY LIVES ITS RELI- 
GION 
By Regina Westcott Wieman 
The author does not move in the 


stratosphere of generalities; this book 
has its being in the concrete details 
of family life. Harper, $2.00. 
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“From Gethsemane to Golgotha” 
A Service of Worship for Good Friday 


Arranged by James P. Wilbeurn” 


THE PROLOGUE 
Organ Meditation 
ee {en area aaa Bizet 
“Come, Sweet Death”_________- Bach 
“O Sacred Head Now Wounded’’_- 
A Passion Chorale 


Hymn 
“Majestic Sweetness Sits En- 
CRMNOE sabes Hastings 


A Period of Meditation 

Let us remember Jesus: Who be- 
lieved in men to the last and never 
despaired of them. Who through all 
disappointment never lost heart. Who 
disregarded all comforts and conven- 
ience and thought first of others’ 
needs, and though he suffered long 
was always kind. Who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again, and when 
he suffered threatened not. Who 
humbled himself and carried obedi- 
ence to the point of death, even death 
on the cross, and endured faithfully 
unto the end. 

A Period of Silent Prayer 
Intermission 
PART I—JESUS IN GETHSEMANE 
Hymn 
“Tis Midnight; and on Olive’s 
Kis Es, es a ee Bradbury 
The Scripture Narrative____________ 
ae a Matthew 26:36-37, 39, 45-47 

Then cometh Jesus with them unto 
a place called Gethsemane, and saith 
unto his disciples, Sit ye here, while I 
go and pray yonder. 

And he fell on his face and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me: neverthe- 
less not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

Then cometh he to his disciples, 
and saith unto them, Sleep on now, 
and take your rest: behold, the hour 
is at hand, and the Son of man is be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners. 

Solo 
“Thy Will Be Done” (from “Olivet 
NE Wo Maunder 
Address 
“The Meaning of Gethsemane.” 
Prayer 
The Scripture Narrative____________ 
ea eer Matthew 26:47, 50b, 56b 

And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, 
one of the twelve, came, and with him 
a great multitude with swords and 
staves, from the chief priests and 
elders of the people. 

Then they came and laid hands on 


*Minister. First 
Indiana. 


Baptist Church, Franklin, 


Jesus, and took him. 
Then all the disciples forsook him 
and fled. 


Hymn 
“Jesus, and Shall It Ever Be?”__ 
OR Re. Se eee ee Oliver 
Intermission 


PART II—JESUS BEFORE PILATE 
The Scripture Narrative____________ 
bicctieninthil Mark 15:1, 6, 8-9, 11-13, 15 

And straightway in the morning 
the chief priests held a consultation 
with the elders and the scribes and 
the whole council, and bound Jesus 
and carried him away, and delivered 
him to Pilate. 

Now at that feast he released unto 
them one prisoner, whomsoever they 
desired. And the multitude, crying 
aloud, began to desire him to do as 
he had ever done unto them. 

But Pilate answered them, saying, 
Will ye that I release unto you the 
King of the Jews? But the chief 
priests moved the people, that he 
should rather release Barabbas unto 
them. And Pilate answered and said 
again unto them, What will ye that I 
should do unto him who is called the 
King of the Jews? And they cried 
out again, Crucify him. 

And so Pilate, willing to content 
the people, released Barabbas unto 
them, and delivered Jesus, when he 
had scourged him, to be crucified. 

Address 
“The Meaning of Jesus’ Condemna- 
tion.” 
Hymn 
“an the Hour of Trial” __. ...—. Lane 
Prayer 
Intermission 
PART III—VIA DOLOROSA 
Anthem 
“The March to Calvary” (from “Oli- 
wet to Calvary’)... -..- Maunder 
A Period of Meditation (with organ) 


“Must Jesus bear the cross alone, 

And all the world go free? 

No, there’s a cross for every one, 

And there’s a cross for me.” 
PART IV—GOLGOTHA 


The Scripture Narrative 


“And When They Came to the 
ee ee pa oh A Maunder 
(Contralto solo) 
Address 


“The Meaning of the Cross.” 
Anthem 
“God So Loved the World”____Moore 
(Turn to next page) 
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Ministerial Oddities 
Collected by 
Thomas H. Warner 











The Sermon ; ‘ 
These lines were found written in a 


volume of sermons: 


“If there should be another flood, 
For refuge hither fly; 


Though all the world should be sub- ; 


merged, 
This book would still be dry.” 
* * 


Charles Haddon Spurgeon’s grand- 
father said: “My grandson can preach 
better than I can, but he cannot preach 
a better gospel.” 

* * a 

“I wish to make my sermons brief, 
to shorten my oration,” wrote Juan 
Ruiz, “for a never-ending sermon is 
my utter detestation.” 

* * * 

Dr. Dan Brummitt, after a visit to 
England, said that he learned, among 
other things, the requirements of a 
successful sermon in the Central Halls 
of British Methodist: “Make ’em 
laugh, make ’em cry, and stop in 
twenty minutes.” 

* * a 

In September, 1940, a sermon lasting 
four hours was preached. It was not 
preached to a Christian congregation, 
but to a crowded congregation of Mo- 
hammedans. 

a 

Dr. Norman McLeod was_ once 
preaching in a Scotch district where 
the reading of a sermon was regarded 
as an unpardonable sin. When the 
congregation was dismissed, an old 
woman, overcome with enthusiasm, said 
to her neighbor: “Did ye ever hear 
anything sae gran’? Was no that a 
sermon?” “O ay,” was the response, 
“but he read it.” “Read it,” said the 
cther, with indignation, “I wad no care 
if he had whustled it.” 

* * * 

A woman went to hear a famous 
preacher. As usual she carried a 
Bible with her that she might turn to 
any of the passages he might refer to. 
But she found that she had no use for 
her Bible there. Coming away, she 
said to a friend: “I should have left 
my Bible at home today, and have 
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the extreme low price of $59.00. 
desired size at small cost. 
great saving. WRITE FOR INFORMATION. 


DAVENPORT, IOWA 








This beautiful De Luxe CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD, sold at 
More than 5,000 now in use. 
New sign panels to fit your old cabinet can be furnished in any 
Or you can build your own cabinet 
from our free blue prints and have a complete new bulletin at a 
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COME ON LET US 
ALL GO TO 
CHURCH 








H. E.WINTERS SPECIALTY CO. 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 210 


















There are no better 
gowns than these—beau- 
tifully hand - tailored, 
cut on lavishly full pat- 
terns of the finest, stur- 
diest fabrics! Selected 
by many of America’s 
leading churches... 
yet Willsie gowns cost 
no more than ordinary 
garments! Write today 
for sample and prices. 


Paul A.Willsie Co. 


Smith Building, Omaha, Nebraska 
457 W. Fort Street, Detroit, Michigan 





brought my dictionary. The doctor 
does not deal in scripture, but in such 
learned words and phrases as require 
the help of an interpreter to render 
them intelligible.” 
* * ~ 

When Mr. More was minister of the 
church at Selkirk, he preached from 
the words of Moses, “I beseech thee, 
show me thy glory.” Observing that 
many of his hearers were fast asleep, 
he paused, on which they awoke. He 
then said: “Do you think, my friends, 
had Moses been asleep, while the glory 
of God passed by him, that he would 
have seen it? The glory of God, in the 
Cispensation of the gospel, has just 
been passing by you, and yet you were 
all asleep.” 





From Gethsemane 
(From page 52) 
Poem 
“T Am the Cross”_ William L. Stidger 
I am the Cross of Christ! 
I bore His body there 
On Calvary’s lonely hill. 
Till then I was a humble tree 
That grew beside a tiny rill; 
I think till then 
I was a thing despised of men! 





I am the Cross of Christ! 
I grew, and sapped the water 
From that little stream; 
I loved the sun and heard the winds 
And dreamed my humble dream. 
And thus it was until 
They took me to that pain-hurt hill. 


I am the Cross of Christ! 
I felt His limbs along 

My common broken bark; 
(Turn to next page) 





See a Gospel sound 
film and be convinced 
of its effectiveness tn 
presenting God’s 
Word Send today for 
descriptive booklet. 


Cc. 0. BAPTISTA 
FC_MS (Dept. 4) 
325 West Huron Street 
Chicago, Ilinois 











; FOLDING CHAIRS=> 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. 

Full Upholstered Seat and Form- 

Fitting Back. Rubber Feet. Send 
for Sample. $19.50 Dozen. 











Redington Co. ‘3¢* Scranton, Pa. 





























“NEW PROCESS” 
Stencils and Back- 
ing Sheets NOW 
ONLY §$2.15 per 
quire of 24 boxed. 
Five Quires $8.75, 
Prepaid. 30-Day 
Money Back Guar- 
antes. Name ma- 
chine. Size. 


PITTSBURGH 
TYPEWRITER 
SUPPLY 


WW336-4th 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc. 
Hartford, Conn. 
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STRONG Zeonomucal 


STEEL 


FOLOING CHAIRS 


THE IDEAL AUXILIARY CHAIR 


When you want guality seating at econom- 
ical cost, it is hard to find any value com- 
parable to our Series 80-F as shown above. 
It features a strong, rigid frame; large, 
comfortable seat; one-motion folding ac- 
tion; white rubber feet on all legs, and a 
positive seat lock. Write for complete de- 
tails and general catalog .. Dept. C.M. 


NORCOR MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Ghem Bay Wiscorsin 











From Gethsemane 
(From page 53) 


I saw His utter loneliness, 

The lightning and the dark; 
And up till then 
I thought He was as other men. 


I am the Cross of Christ! 
I crown the pointed spires 
Of man-made temples near and far. 
I watch the rising and the setting 
Of each far-flung star; 
And through the night I am 
Eternal Sentinel for Man! 


I am the Cross of Christ! 

My form they used to crucify 
The outcasts of the earth; 

But on that lonely hill that day 


My kind received, in blood, new birth, 


And ever till this day 


A weary world bows at my feet to 


pray! 


I am the Cross of Christ! 

They say I tower “O’er the wrecks 
Of time.” I only know 

That once, a humble tree, 

This was not so. But this 

I know—since then 


I have become a symbol for the hopes 


of men. 


Hymn 
“When I survey the Wondrous 
i ae 2 ae Mason 
Benediction 
Silent Meditation 
Organ Postlude 
“Lenten Postlude” ___________- Koch 
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To Live Is Christ 


A Good Friday Seruice Arranged by 
Milton B. Eastuich* 


Hymn—‘“My Jesus I Love Thee. 


Theme: 


OUR ONENESS WITH 
CHRIST. 


Poem—‘We Climb Again”1—Ernest F. 


1. 


~ 


MacGregor. 
We Suffer With Him—Romans 8:17. 
Scripture—Romans 8:16-17; Matthew 
11:29,30; 10:38. 
Poetry—“I Saw the Lord Christ To- 
night”2—William E. Brooks. 
Hymn (seated)—“There Is a Green 
Hill.” 


.We Are Crucified With Him—Gala- 


tians 2:20. 

Scripture—Galatians 2:20. 

Poetry—“There Was A Man”’3— 
Thomas Curtis Clark; “I Have a 
Rendezvous With Christ’4—Her- 
bert Wilkinson. 

Solo—“The Old Rugged Cross.” 


. We Die With Him—Romans 6:8. 


Scripture — Romans 6:5-11; John 
8:12; Romans 14:7-8. 

Poetry—Last three stanzas—“The 
Suffering God’5—G. A. Studdert- 
Kennedy. 

Hymn—“In the Cross of Christ.” 


.We Are Buried With Him—Colossi- 


ans 2:12. 
Scripture—Colossians 2:12-15; Ro- 
mans 6:13. 


Poetry—“Count Me O’er Earth’s 
Chosen Heroes”6—James R. Low- 
ell. 

Choir—“I Know That My Redeemer 
Lives.” 


5. We Are Raised With Him—Romans 


6:4. 

Scripture—Romans_ 6:4; 
3:1-4. 

Poetry—“It Isn’t Some Dream’ ?— 
James E. Clarke. 

Solo—“Take My Life and Let It Be.” 


Colossians 


3. We Live With Him—Romans 6:8. 


Scripture — Galatians 2:20; John 
15:10; 14:23; 15:4. 

Poetry—“If I have Strength’’’. 

Prayer 

Hymn—“Crown Him 
Crowns.” 


With Many 


Offering 

Communion of the Lord’s Supper 
Hymn—Beneath the Cross of Jesus. 
Benediction. 


1WE CLIMB AGAIN 


We climb again the wooded slopes 

Of Olivet and Calvary; 

We share with Him those radiant hopes, 
Which led at last to victory. 

Let now the loud hosannas ring! 

The Prince of Peace is passing by; 





*Minister, Presbyterian Church, North Ar- 


lington, New Jersey. 


The Lord of Life, our Saviour, King, 
Goes gladly forth, to live—and die. 


We join the throng to welcome Him. 

From Olivet and Calvary— 

Descend the heights to shadows dim, 

Thro’ death with Him to liberty. 

Let now the loud hosannas ring! 

The Prince of Peace is passing by; 

The Lord of Life, our Saviour, King, 

Goes humbly forth, to serve—and die.” 
Ernest F. MacGregor. 


2INASMUCH! 

I saw the Lord Christ tonight, 
Walking the streets of my town, 
With hair blown wild with the winter 

wind, 
With the wild rain beating down. 


“T am hungry and bitter cold, 

Hungry and cold,” He said. 
“What?” I cried, “have your folk 

denied 

Shelter to you, and bread?” 
“What is hunger to Me, 

And what is the lashing rain, 
Who died on a tree on Calvary, 

Sharing the ultimate pain? 


“But the folk in the fetid slum, 
Neglected in alleys cold, 

These go unfed with the living Bread, 
Blue with a starved soul’s cold. 


“So I walk the streets in pain, 
More pain than I knew on the tree; 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to them 
Ye did it not to Me.” 
William E. Brooks. 
838THERE WAS A MAN 
There was a man, a plain, grief-stricken 
man— 
And yet a man who held a Godly dream. 
Above his sodden times he saw a gleam 
From heaven’s own light. His prophet 
eyes could scan 
A world of greed and hate, yet hold to 
hope, 


He saw the hapless poor entrapped by 
fate, 

A friendless people doomed by laws of 
state. 

At war, his nation could but blindly 
grope, 

But he had faith, believed in God and 
good 


Holding that freedom is man’s heritage. 
He wrote a creed of love on life’s dark 
page, 
And preached a gospel born of brother- 
hood. 
There was a man—so long ago He died 
And His high dream our age has crucl- 
fied. 
Thomas Curtis Clark. 
4] HAVE A RENDEZVOUS 
WITH CHRIST 
I have a rendezvous with Christ. 
Where shoulders bend beneath the load, 
And men fall, fainting, by the road 
For lack of loving, helping hand, 
I have a rendezvous with Christ. 
Where He would help, I fain would 
stand. 
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I have a rendezvous with Christ 

In some far land of heathen night, 
Where souls die crying for the light. 
Where He would shed His light divine, 
I have a rendezvous with Christ, 
That He may use this torch of mine. 


I have a rendezvous with Christ 
Wherever wrong disputes with good, 
And hate makes war on brotherhood. 
Wherever God has work to do, 

I have a rendezvous with Christ. 
Nor shall I fail that rendezvous. 


Herbert Wilkinson. 


STHE SUFFERING GOD 


So would I live and not in idle resting, 

Stupid as swine that wallow in the 
mire, 

Fain would I fight, and be for ever 
breasting, 

Danger and death for ever under fire. 


Bread of Thy body give me for my 
fighting, 
Give me to drink Thy sacred blood 
for wine, 
While there are wrongs that need me 
for the righting, 
While there is warfare splendid and 
divine. 


Give me, for light, the sunshine of Thy 
sorrow, 


Give me for shelter shadow of Thy 
cross, 
Give me to share the glory of Thy 
morrow, 
Gone from my heart the bitterness 
of loss. 


G. A. Studdert-Kennedy. 


S5COUNT ME O’ER EARTH’S 
CHOSEN HEROES 


Count me o’er earth’s chosen heroes— 
they were souls that stood alone, 
While the men they agonized for hurled 
the contumelious stone, 

Stood serene and down the future saw 
the golden beam incline 

To the side of perfect justice, mastered 
by their faith divine, 

By one man’s plain truth to manhood 
and to God’s supreme design. 


3y the light of burning heretics Christ’s 
bleeding feet I track, 

Toiling up new Calvaries ever with the 
cross that turns not back, 

And these mounts of anguish number 
how each generation learned 

One new word of that grand CREDO 

_ which in prophet-hearts hath burned 

Since the first man stood God-conquered 
with his face to Heaven upturned. 

For humanity sweeps onward: where 
today the martyr stands, 

On the morrow crouches Judas with the 
silver in his hands; 


Far in front the cross stands ready and 
the crackling fagots burn, 
While the hooting mob of yesterday in 
the silent awe return 
To glean up the scattered ashes into 
history’s golden urn. 
James R. Lowell. 


TIT ISN’T SOME DREAM 


It isn’t some dream of the dead, my 
son, 
Men have cherished in music and 
art; 
It is life that is glowing and growing, 
my son; 
It’s the Spirit of Christ in the 
heart. 


It isn’t tradition of old, my son, 
Set in systems to hold and impart; 
It isn’t the creeds of the churches, my 
son; 
It’s the Spirit of Christ in the 
heart. 


It isn’t the garb of the saint, my son, 
To be flaunted in forum or mart; 
It isn’t the label you’re wearing, my 
son; 
It’s the Spirit of Christ in the 
heart. 


It isn’t the ways of the world, my son, 
But the power from those ways to 
depart; 
It is Heaven’s own Way of Salvation, 
my son; 
It’s the Spirit of Christ in the 
heart. 
James E. Clarke. 
SIF I HAVE STRENGTH 
If I have strength, I owe the service of 
the strong; 
If melody I have, 
song; 
If I can stand, when all around my post 
are falling, 
If I can run with speed when needy 
hearts are calling, 
And if my torch can l'ght the dark of 
any night, 
Then I must pay the debt I owe with 
living light. 


I owe the world a 


If heaven’s grace has dowered me with 
some rare gift, 

If I can lift some load no other’s 
strength can lift, 

If I can heal some wound no other’s 
hand can heal, 

If some great truth the speaking skies 
to me reveal, 

Then I must go, a broken and a wound- 
ed thing, 

If to a wounded world my gifts no heal- 
ing bring. 


GOWNS of 


Select MOORE Gowns and your 
choir will present an_ inspiringly 
beautiful appearance for years to 
come. Styles for adult, intermediate 
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udget Payment Plan 112, Pulpit 
Apparel Style Book CP6 
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page catalog. 
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BEAUTIFUL CHIME RECORDS 
For Church Tower Sound Systems 


2001—Abide With Me 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
2004—Almost Persuaded 
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Mother Dear O Pray for Me 
2016—Beautiful Dreamer 
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Somewhere a Voice Is Calling 
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Let the Lower Lights Be Burning 
2033—Crossing the Bar 
Jesus Savior Pilot Me 
2034—Day Is Dying in the West 
From All That Dwell 
2043—Going Home... 
2050—Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty 
The Lord Is My Shepherd 
2057—I Love to Tell the Story 
Jesus Shall Reign 
2060—In the Sweet By and By 
Come Unto Me When Shadows Darkly 
Gather 
2066—Jesus Lover of My Soul 
Safe in the Arms of Jesus 
2067—Jesus Loves Me 
There’s Not a Friend 
2075—Lead Kindly Light 
Softly and Tenderly 
2082—Nearer My God to Thee 
Rock of Ages 
2091—Onward Christian Soldiers 
Stand Up! Stand Up! for Jesus 
2093—Pass Me Not O Gentle Savior 
Are You Washed in the Blood? 
2105—Battle Hymn of the Republic 
Star Spangled Banner 
5109—The Old Rugged Cross 
One Sweetly Solemn Thought 
2042—God Be With You ’til We Meet Again 
In the Garden 
2113—-What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
I Need Thee Every Hour 
$2.50 each—lots of ten or more 10% discount 


Money back guarantee 
Mail orders promptly filled 


MORRISON RECORDING LABORATORIES 
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What Is a Christian? 
by Willam C. Sheath’ 


Are you a Christian? 


The term is used too easily, today, to 


convey its full significance. Mr. Skeath points out that it implies 
heroic qualities of faith and practice. 


LBERT RUSSELL, in one of his 
E Chapel Talks tells of a young 

Turk who was asked where he had 
learned to speak English. The young 
man answered quite readily “In Rob- 
erts College.” “And did you also learn 
to be a Christian there?” the ques- 
tioner continued. “Oh no! I am not a 
Christian; I am only a humble follower 
of Jesus,” was his quick reply. That 
answer would have been typical of the 
first Christians who never dared to call 
themselves by the name of Christ, but 
who usually spoke of themselves as 
“Followers of the Way.” It was not 
one of the Christians who coined the 
name. It was not the result of the 
persecuting activities of the Jews; to 
the Jew they were usually the despised 
“Nazarenes.” The name was given them 
by citizens of Antioch who saw in their 
activities and speech something which 
made them call the disciples ‘“ad- 


‘ herents of Christos”—that is “Chris- 


tians.” 

Only three times is the word used 
in the New Testament. Even then it 
is not used by Christians themselves; 
it is applied to them by others who 
saw in their conduct something which 
reminded them of Christ. Even in i 
Peter 4;16 a closer reading will show 
that Peter is quoting the charge 
brought against them by their perse- 
cutors. We shall better understand the 
meaning of the word then if we shall 
examine the three incidents where the 
word occurs in the New Testament. 


The first time the word Christian is 
used is in Acts 11;26, “The disciples 
were called Christians first in Antioch.” 
The citizens of Antioch were impressed 
by the frequency with which the dis- 
ciples used the phrase “Jesus is Christ.” 
The name “Christ” was ever on the 
disciples’ lips, and the rabble of the 
city called these followers of Jesus 
Christianoi because of their frequent 
use of the word Christos. That fact 
has a deep significance for us. Why 
did the citizens of Antioch not call 
them by some such term as “Jesuits?” 
Here is why! The followers of the 
way were called Christians because 
they put more emphasis on the last 
word of their creed than on the first 


* Minister, Church, 


Haws Avenue Methodist 
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word; on the “Christ” more than on 
the “Jesus.” No truth is more firmly 
established than this, that the first 
Christians were profoundly convinced 
that their Lord was very God. There- 
fore they put the emphasis where it 
rightly belonged; on the deity rather 
than on the humanity of Jesus. Here 
you have the first significance of the 
term “Christian.” A Christian is, and 
through all ages has been, one who 
recognizes that Jesus of Nazareth is 
the very Son of God, the true Christ 
or Messiah. 

One next finds the word in Acts 
26;28. Paul is on trial for his faith 
and in danger of his life. Throwing 
aside all personal caution, the Apostle 
gives Agrippa a statement of the rea- 
sons for his faith. Agrippa’s some- 
what contemptuous answer was “with 
but a little persuasion thou wouldst 
fain make me a Christian.” The su- 
preme passion in the heart of Paul 
comes out in his reply: “I would to 
God, that, whether with little or much, 
not only thou, but also all that hear 
me this day, might become such as I] 
am, except for these bonds.” 

What a passion to be in the heart 
of a follower of Jesus—to so speak 
and act that others will become Chris- 
tian! So, the implication of the sec- 
ond use of the word Christian is that 
the followers of the Way were anxious, 
by every possible means, to make 
other persons followers of Jesus. A 
Christian then is an evangelist. At the 
heart of every true Christian, the foun- 
dation of every Christian enterprise, 
there lies the conviction that the great- 
est need of the human heart is to know 
God through Christ in the forgiveness 
of their sins. Every true Christian is 
filled with a passionate yearning that 
others shall share the rich experience 
of forgiveness of sins, of reconcilia- 
tion with God, of fellowship with the 
Holy Spirit which the believer himself 
has found in the Christ. 

The third appearance of the word 
Christian is in 1 Peter 4;16, “if any 
man suffer as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed, but let him glorify God 
in this name.” Evidently Peter is 
using the phrase in the manner in 
which the authorities might use it, i.e. 

(Turn to next page) 
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What Is a Christian? 

(From page 56) 
as if “as a Chr'stian” were parallel 
with “as a thief,” or “as a murderer.” 
His injunction to them is that they 
shall not be ashamed of the charge, 
but shall let every word and action be 
such that the accusation shall make 
more evident the wonderful thing which 
God had wrought in them through 
Christ. They were to transform their 
shame into a thing of glory. This is 
actually what Jesus had done in their 
salvation. The ugly, shameful cross 
he had taken and transformed into a 
thing of beauty and of glory. He had 
not been ashamed of being misunder- 
stood, or of being called a blasphemer, 
or a criminal. He had suffered this 
for them. Can they do any less for 
him ? 

A Christian then, is one who suffers 
for his faith in the Deity of Jesus; 
one who is not ashamed to be mis- 
understood by those who misunder- 
stand the true nature of the Christian’s 
Lord. It is still possible so to suffer. 
To take the ugly things of life, the 
poverty, the pain, the disease, the 
frustrations of life and so transform 
them by Godly, sweet, and patient liv- 
ing that our fa'th shall become a bene- 
diction of salvation to others; this is 
but a reflection of the life and sacrifice 
of Christ who despised the shame and 
endured the cross that through his suf- 
ferings we might be made perfect. 

This then is a Christian; one who 
believes in the deity of Jesus, who is 
aflame with a passion to tell others 
what a Savior he has found, and one 
who by patiently bearing his cross is 
admitted to the “fellowship of his suf- 
ferings.” 
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Editorials 
(From page 7) 
ness of many preachers might be quickened if 
our government would ask for the old sermons. 
There is an interesting item in the ‘Minis- 
terial Oddities” contribution for this month. 
Gardiner Spring, for many years minister of 
Brick Church, New York City, preached in 1828 
a sermon with the title, “The Nature of Chris- 
tian Atonement.” In 1861 he reread it and 
added a note: “All wrong.” Try it on some of 
your old sermons and see if they should not be 
contributed to the program of war. 
Or are you one of the men who do not grow? 





God Is Not Mocked 


Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap. 
ODERN liberalism has done its best to 
M destroy the element of justice in the 
Christian gospel. It tells us of the all- 
embracing love of God who cannot let one of his 
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atonement has become one of “salvation with- 
out atonement.” 

It was vocal in the pre-war days and colored 
the thinking of those who felt that we could 
muse our nation into peace. Now, with the en- 
tire world at war, it is still being urged as the 
Christian formula for the peace table. 

There is another side to this gospel of ours. 
It emphasizes justice. It recognizes the ele- 
ment of love in the parable of the prodigal son 
but points out that this son had his atonement 
in the field of swine. Until that experience was 
his he could hardly return to the father. It 
emphasizes that where there is sin there are the 
inevitable consequences of sin. Where you have 
a premise, there must be a conclusion. 

We hope that Christian people can see the 
need of justice in theology and statesmanship. 
No peace can come to the world by merely a 
mental system of “forgetting the past.” It 
would be unfair to the world and untrue to God 
to make a peace based on forgetfulness. 

“God is not mocked. Whatsoever a man 
soweth that shall he also reap.” 


children suffer. The Christian doctrine of the 





MINISTERS’ VACATION EXCHANGE 

The Annual Ministers’ Vacation Ex- 
change will start with our April issue. 
Ministers who have used this in the 
past need no further advice. Simply 
follow the instructions given in the 
spring issues of last year. If you wish 
to make a vacation exchange with some 
minister in a different part of the coun- 
try let us have your item by March 10. 
No charge is made for this if you give 
your name and mailing address. If 
box number is given so that mail must 
be forwarded the cost is five cents per 
word. 





The following, taken from an old is- 
sue, is a good form: 

Presbyterian, (U. S. A.), Arlington, 
Virginia. Historic city, across the Po- 
tomac from the nation’s capital. Six- 
room house. Will exchange manse and 
pulpit or manse alone. Prefer New 
York and New England. Walter F. 
Wolf, 3813 South Ninth Street, Ar- 
lington, Virginia. 


OUR LENTEN TASK 
Phillips Brooks 

For a few weeks let these obtrusive 
worldlinesses which block the door of 
our hearts stand back; 

And let the way be clear that he 
who longs to enter in and help us may 
come and meet no obstacle. 

This is our Lenten task. 

“If any man will hear My voice and 
open unto Me, I will come in and sup 
with him,” says Jesus. 

To still the clatter and tumult a lit- 
tle so that we may heed His voice, and 
te open the door by prayer, that is the 
privilege and duty of these coming 
weeks. 


THE RELIGIOUS VALUES OF LENT 
W. W. McKinney 

The basic purpose of Lent is to call 

men closer to God, to challenge them to 

daily religious devotion and to greater 

fidelity to the Sunday and midweek 


services of worship in order that their 
souls might be enriched through pro- 
longed fellowship with God and the 
Savior of men. And so the very first 
obligation of a Christian who would 
observe Lent in the spirit of Jesus is 
the determination to worship God both 
publicly and privately with consistent 
faithfulness and to deny himself the 
normal pleasures which might inter- 
fere with the church services and the 
daily quiet hour. Only through con- 
tinued waiting upon God can we re- 
ceive from him the blessing our souls 
need. Only in his fellowship can we 
discover those faults of character which 
impede our spiritual progress. Only 
in persistent searching for his will can 
we hear the voice of God calling us to 
a particular phase of service in his 
name. A true Christian profits by the 
example of Moses, Elijah and Jesus 
in seeking God through a prolonged 
season of prayer and denial. 
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ONZE TABLETS STIMULATE CONTRIBUTIONS 


The policy of acknowledging gifts with 
Everlasting Bronze Tablets makes people 
respond favorably. 
than $10.00 so you can confidently sponsor 
this beneficial plan. 

We aid you by giving Preview Drawings 
without charge when you send measure- 
ments and inscription. 


Small designs are less 


We specialize in 


woe ~ mail orders with consequent economy and 


This Memorial Tablet measures 30 by 
40 inches. It is now in a Memphis, 


this also available. 


efficiency. Ask for our interesting and use- 
Tenn., church. Smal! designs like ful leaflets 


You are welcome to them. 


“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” @® Designers — Craftsmen — Founders 


United States Bronze Sign Co., 


970 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 











UV FOR 
ORGATRON 


PAID FOR IN SIX MONTHS 
— $1000 THE FIRST WEEK 


’Twas the day before Christmas when the 
Orgatron was secretly installed in Victory Lu- 
theran Church... Only Dr. H. R. Halvorsen, 
organist and choir director, and the pastor 
knew. Next day melodious Orgatron music 
pleased the ears of the Christmas worshippers 
—a truly surprising thrill that lighted every face. 











Victory Lutheran Church 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


The members of Victory were “all for” the 
Orgatron, as events soon proved. The choir 
put on acampaign for funds— netted $1000 the 
first week! Well-spaced musical services and 
choir festivals brought in enough to pay for 
the entire installation in only six months. @ A 
splendid example of the enthusiasm always 
accorded the rich, liturgical tones of the Or- 
gatron by appreciative worshippers. 


Tp, Pp 4 
Prices as Low as $795 
F.O. B. FACTORY FOR SINGLE MANUAL 
Investigate the models and prices of the Orga- 
tron. The Series 600 Model, for instance, because 
of its low cost, is easy for church groups to pay 
for. Write today for literature, and let us tell 
you how a demonstration may be arranged. 


THE ORGATRON, Div. of EVERETT PIANO CO. 
Dept. 703, South Haven, Michigan 


The Series 700 Model, left, is the NEW, lower- 
priced Orgatron with full electric action and two- 
manual A.G.O. console. Perfect for church or 
chapel. Ask your dealer about it, or write to us. 
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Hangings Ornaments-Fringes- 
‘Furnishingsand Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


RD Co. NewLondon,0. 








CLERGY CLOTHING, CASSOCKS 






o CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT ROBES + EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS * STOLES + VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 












ae NEW CATALOG on Request 
NATIONAL ACADEMIC CAP ¢ GOWN CO. 


A2I-23 ARCH ST PHIL ADELPHIA,PA 

































































Winona Lake School of Theology 


Winona Lake, Indiana 


“A AL a’s S z Se ° 4a 


Every man a recognized specialist wY An opportunity for ministers, missionaries, 
in his Department, both as Edu- ef teachers, students and others to devote vaca- 
cator and Author, and a strong ‘D tion time to highly profitable study. Courses 
defender of the Evangelical Faith. Jot leading to regular Theological! Degrees. 








Two Semesters of 15 days each, July 8th to August 12th, 1942 
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STUDENTS AND FACULTY (IN PART) OF THE 1941 SESSION 
Representing twenty states, besides sev | foreigr ountries nd twenty-thres 
FACULTY AND COURSES 
Dr. + PUT, CONOR oi io ee Re a: _The Person and Passion of Jesus, The Acts 
Dr. . Massee, Eastern Baptist Seminary ao seveiacebuitan Homiletics, Pastoral Theology 


Dr. ee 5S. Gehman, Princeton Seminary___________________-__---~ The Book of Psalms 
Dr. Mabel M. Weir, Texas State College_________ sf a a _O. ie History, Beginners’ Greek 
Dr. James M. Charbonnier, Taylor University________Christian Doctrine, Greek New Testament 
Dr. Peter Stiansen, Northern Baptist Seminary __ Sapiens intel acai aaa nie -_Church History 
Prof. Rollin Pease_____~ pee —_— _______Sacred “Music—Hy mnology 
Prof. John A. Huffman, Director, National Con. Christian Youth- ree 

_____Christian E vidences, Sciel nce 2 of Teac hing 


WINONA LAKE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY. Winona Lake, Indiana 


For Copy of 16-Page Prospectus, Address Dr. J. A. Huffman, President, 302 Morton Boulevard, Marion, Indiana 











